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Mississippi River Parkway Commission
Transportation Committee Teleconference Meeting

March 26 | 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

_______________________________________________________________________
AGENDA
_____________________________________________________________
I. Introductions

Terri McCullough – Pilot
Tommy Hodges – KY

Anne Lewis – Pilot Pro Tem
Jackie Jones – KY

Carol Zoff – MN 
Mary Stahlhut – IA
Chris Miller – MN
Lisa Walsh – IA

John Anfinson – MN



Roger Carmack – IL
Francis Schelfhout – Co-Chair – WI
Melissa Kribs – IL

Sherry Quamme – WI
Craig Mitckes – IL

Andrew Nussbaum – WI

Liat Bonneville – WI
Jessica DeVille – LA

Sharon Calcote – LA

Jeff Ingram – AR


Nancy Clark – AR
Mark Kross – MO
Colton Faull – AR
Brenda Harris – MO
Kim Williams – AR



Derick Biglane – MS
 
Not Represented – TN
Lindsey Killebrew – Co-Chair – MS
II. Approve Feb. 2020 Teleconference Minutes

Motion to approve minutes as presented by Nancy Clark-AR; Second by Derick Biglane-MS; Motion approved unanimously.
III. Transportation Committee Vice/Co-Chair - Lindsey Killebrew
Motion to nominate Lindsey Killebrew to Vice/Co-Chair of Transportation Committee by Terri McCullough-MRPC; Second by Lisa Walsh-IA; Motion approved unanimously.

Congratulations Lindsey on your new position.

IV. All American Road Designation

A. Progress report by state
1. Intrinsic Qualities chosen

2. Interim deadlines

3. Concerns – what can we do?
	State
	2nd Intrinsic Quality
	Interim Deadlines
	Concerns
	Other comments

	AR
	Culture
	None – concerned
	COVID-19

Photos on server at office (no access)
	Parks handling CMP

Template/Help is good



	IL
	Culture
	May 1 – good shape
	None
	16 features chosen/written
Taking turns at office (access)

No work in portal yet

	IA
	Scenic/Culture?
	March 31 (Mary)
April 15 (secondary)
	Paula – new (catch-up)
	Google drive – share docs
IA-DOT poised for mapping

No work in portal - template

	LA
	Culture
	May 4 (submitted)
	N/A
	Submitted to FHWA

Offered many tips – in HELP document

	KY
	Culture
	April 20 (flexible)
	None
	Byway Partners will be the applicant
Jim LeFevre and company preparing application

	MN
	Scenic
	May 1 (flexible)
	None
	With scenic being more regional, it is harder to give X, Y coordinates – OK’d by FHWA in concept
No work in portal yet

	MS
	Culture
	May 1 – concerned
	No pictures or descriptions on features yet
	Shapefiles and mapping are ready
No work in portal yet

	MO
	N/A
	N/A
	No submittal for AAR
	No management priority/support or permission to pursue AAR

	TN
	Culture
	May 1
	None
	Francis described Mike being the one-man-show for TN – no concerns

	WI
	Culture
	April 17 (flexible)
	None
	Working in portal as completing work in MS-Word (copy/paste)
Google maps for cities, distances and drive time

Working on mapping

Features are still not finalized, but narrowing (new sites/festivals)

Single photo – down to 5-6

Letters of support – MRCTI, USFWS, Legislatures


When FHWA was posed with the question: “Regarding the May 15th nomination deadline, is there any chance that this might change due to the coronavirus and the issues it has caused with regards to collaboration, meetings, materials acquisition and other logistical hurdles?”

FHWA’s response was: “…working with leadership to see if there are any flexibilities we can offer. As of now the deadline is still May 15, 2020. I will keep you all informed of any changes.”
B. Best Practices by Section of Nomination Application

1. Previous question on number of features? Max 16, 3 pictures per feature, 500 words per feature, need not be split equally per intrinsic quality
Full application form/template along with accompanying help document have been developed directly from FHWA’s portal. The help document includes all FHWA guidance documents, questions and answers and direct correspondence with FHWA regarding the application. Help is specific to each section and will be available on the MRPCmembers.com website.
2. Letters of Support – National or Regional significance
Summary of National Letters of Support was provided verbally and will also be posted on the MRPCmembers.com website. Due to COVID 19, many national agencies are consumed by efforts concerning the pandemic. Also, there have been a higher stress on demonstrating local support, even by national organizations, gives a strong case for sustainability at the local level. This would include Mississippi River Mayors, Legislatures, Fish and Wildlife Service, City or County Parks and others. We are still hopeful that we will be able to attain some national letters of support and those will be distributed or posted on the MRPCmembers.com website. Some letters that are either available or promising on this aspect are the National Fish and Wildlife Service, our partners in Germany, Austria and Switzerland, MRCTI, our partners in Japan, and others. 
C. Portal opened February 13 at:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/
D. Webinar provided on February 26 – recording available at:
https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/psuvugpsoi0w/
E. Each state to find/review their GRR NSB application – please submit to Francis/Lindsey
(for posting to MRPCmembers.com as reference and archive)
We will be looking for the NSB applications of the past along with electronic versions of the AAR nominations now, probably as a follow-up after the May 15th nomination deadline.
F. Each state to find/review their CMP – please submit to Francis/Lindsey
(for posting to MRPCmembers.com as reference and archive)

We will be looking for electronic versions of each state’s CMP or Strategic Management Plan also, probably as a follow-up after the May 15th nomination deadline
G. Planning/Sustainability – Community support, CMP, Byway Organization, letters of support from communities, US Senators and Congressmen along the GRR, tribal, federal or local jurisdiction

Stress again was placed at the local level of support – demonstrating sustainability at the grass-roots level
V. Great River Road Ten-State Corridor Management Plan – tabled to May/June
A. GRR alignment and GRR way-showing (AAR application prioritized over this effort)
Confirmed that this item will be tabled until after the AAR nomination deadline.
VI. Next Meetings

A. Semi-Annual Meeting in Baton Rouge – CANCELLED

(April 22 from 2-4pm CST – Teleconference as a replacement?)
Motion to hold next Transportation Committee meeting on the same date and time as was originally scheduled at the Semi-Annual Meeting (April 22 from 2-4pm CST) by Carol Zoff‑MN; Second by Anne Lewis-MRPC; Motion approved unanimously.
B. May Transportation Committee Teleconference
(before or after May 15th AAR Nomination Deadline?)
Short discussion was had, it was felt that with the deadline, last minute coordination would be best served to look at a timeframe in the first week of May. This will be finalized closer to our April 22 meeting with a Doodle Poll.
Motion to adjourn by Mark Kross-MO; Second by Terri McCullough
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