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Mississippi River Parkway Commission

Transportation Committee Zoom Meeting

April 22, 2020 | 2-4pm

_______________________________________________________________________
Minutes

_____________________________________________________________
I. Introductions
· MN- Carol Zoff, Chris Miller

· WI- Fancis Schelfhout, Sherry Quamme, Liat Bonneville, Andrew Nussbaum

· IL – Craig Mitckes, Melissa Kribs
· IA – Martin Graber, Lisa Walsh, Craig Markley
· MO- Mark Kross

· KY- Jim LeFevre, Jackie Jones

· AR – Jeff Ingram, Terri McCullough, Colton Faull
· MS– Lindsey Killebrew, Derick Biglane
· LA – Sharon Calcote

· TN: Mike McClanahan

II. Approve Mar. 26 Teleconference Minutes
· Motion to approve by MN
· Second by IA 
· Motion carries
III. All American Road Designation State Progress Reports

· Congrats to LA and Sharon on application submission

· IA: Mary Stahlhut recently retired from IA-DOT. Craig Markley is keeping on top on it. Still unknown who will be our technical advisor. So much powerful input coming from this effort. People want something positive to become of this. Many letters of support are coming in for Iowa. We are waiting to find out what the next state deadline is. Did Mary provide review comments before she left? She may have provided comments to Deb. Craig is working with IA-MRPC.
· WI – Sherry said the interim deadline has been pushed and will be ready for more reviews the week of May 4. As sections are completed, she’ll forward to Liat and Francis for review. Drew has also been valuable in this process.
· KY – Jim said KY will submit to Jackie by Monday. He’s reviewing the application tomorrow.
· MN – May 1 is the interim deadline. We are steadily working on it. Mapping is a little more of an issue while working at home. We are very confident and it’s a good exercise for everyone. We are learning so much about the byway and we’re going as fast as we can. We have a great team involved with MRPC, NPS, Historical Society and DNR.
· MS – We have started our application but we’re running a bit behind due to our current life and work situation but we’re moving toward the May 15 deadline.
· TN – The TN narrative is written, reviewed and edited. We feel good about it. We are getting the map update later today from TN-DOT. We have pictures on hand to select the best. We still need signatures for a few letters of support, but we are in good shape and hope to have everything in the portal by May 1 for internal TN-DOT review.
· IL – We are getting letters of support for our state’s interim May 1 deadline. Melissa said the narrative is done. The map is 99.5% complete. With the information I couldn’t get I took a safe drive and looked at signage so we’re good. We will submit on May 1 or 2 to Todd Smith at IL-DOT, the IL scenic byway coordinator. However, IL DOT will be taking a hands-off approach and will turnkey the submission. Melissa is a past state scenic byway coordinator with 15 years of experience.
· AR – Jeff say May 1 is our interim date. We will meet the May 15 deadline. Our map is in good shaope. Our writing is complete. We’re awaiting letters of support. We anticipate going all the way to the week of May 15.
· MO – Mark and Frank said unfortunately there is no state activity to report on.
· If anyone has universal feedback to share, please send to Francis
· Announcements will be coming in December but hopeful for November

IV. All American Road Designation Next Steps

· Francis indicated that we will continue to use mrpcmembers.com as a resource for transportation/ AAR with posting of letters of support that include examples that all 10 states can use. The latest letter of support for all 10 states is from MRC.
· IL is willing to put their application online to help other states (with Roger’s approval).
· Francis shared support in everyone’s efforts to distribute drafts, questions, information – anything that can be learned and shared within the 10 states.
· The next steps for this Transportation Committee deal with GRR alignment and signage (and MRT); route signage versus way showing. These are the two major components of the CMP.  In WI, we’re working through a signage process for MRT. WI seems to be the only state without MRT signage. Francis will be sending out a document regarding Wisconsin’s efforts to move forward on this. If other states have things that can help WI in their process, please let us know. Hopefully, this is a piggyback on some of the mapping for AAR.
V. Next Meeting
· Next committee meeting can be before May 15 submission, if needed or later in June, prior to the Board’s July 10 meeting. We want to inform the board where we are at. We will email around May 1 and check in on everyone’s status to see if any help is needed and if states want to do a one-on-one meeting. Then we will send a Doodle Poll to schedule the next meeting for the later half of June or first week of July.
· If you are having problems or need assistance just contact us.
Meeting adjourned at 3pm.
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