






 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
       Clinton   *   Camanche   *   Fulton  

      721   S.   2 nd    St.  
      Clinton,   IA    52732  
      563-242-5702  
      www.clintonia.com  
 
April   14,   2020  
 
Iowa   Department   of   Transporta�on  
800   Lincoln   Way  
Ames   IA   50010  
 
Re:   Great   River   Road   All-American   Road   Designa�on   
 
Col.   Mar�n   Graver,   Chair   and   Commission   Members,  
 
The   Clinton   Area   Chamber   of   Commerce   is   pleased   to   provide   this   le�er   of   support   for   designa�on   of  
the   Iowa   Great   River   Road   as   an   All-American   Road   by   the   Federal   Highway   Administra�on.   The   Great  
River   Road   is   truly   worthy   of   such   designa�on.  
 
The   Great   River   Road   meets   All-American   Road   designa�on   criteria,   possessing   many   and   varied   intrinsic  
resources   that   are   of   na�onal   significance.   As    the    official   access   to   the   Mississippi   River   through   ten  
states   since   the   �me   pleasure   driving   began,   the   Great   River   Road   is   an   iconic   des�na�on   and   reason   for  
travel   unto   itself   for   many,   whether   for   a   few   hours   or   a   few   months.   In   the   city   of   Clinton,   the   Great  
River   Road   intersects   with   another   iconic   highway   -   the   Lincoln   Highway,   which   traverses   our   country  
from   coast   to   coast.   
 
Since   1938   the   ten-state   na�onal   Mississippi   River   Parkway   Commission   has   worked   to   preserve,  
promote   and   enhance   the   Great   River   Road   Na�onal   Scenic   Byway   benefi�ng   communi�es   and   travelers  
along   the   Mississippi   River.    We   applaud   that   all   ten   Great   River   Road   states   are   seeking   All-American  
Road   designa�on   from   the   Federal   Highway   Administra�on   and   we   support   Iowa   and   its   nine   partner  
states   in   this   endeavor.  
 
The   Great   River   Road   has   importance   for   all   communi�es   along   the   river   –   from   small   and   rural,   to   large  
and   metropolitan   -   as   an   artery   of   stewardship,   storytelling,   tourism   and   commerce   along   the   Mississippi  
River   benefi�ng   visitors   and   residents   alike.   In   Iowa,   the   Great   River   Road   spans   341   miles,   10   coun�es,  
and   many   communi�es,   guided   by   a   Corridor   Management   Plan   that   meets   FHWA   requirements   for  
All-American   Road   designa�on.   The   byway   brings   travelers   to   unique   and   excep�onal   landscapes   and  
experiences   star�ng   at   the   iconic   headwaters   of   the   Mississippi   River.   
 



Clinton’s   own   Edith   Pfeffer   was   an   early   advocate   who   guided   the   2015   Iowa   Great   River   Road   Corridor  
Management   Plan.     Our   Conven�on   and   Visitors   Bureau   supports   the   development   of   tourism   along   the  
Great   River   Road   and   appreciates   the   opportuni�es   available   to   us   a   Great   River   Road   community.   

The   Clinton   Area   Chamber   of   Commerce   and   Clinton   Conven�on   and   Visitors   Bureau   hear�ly   endorse  
Iowa’s   efforts,   along   with   its   partner   states,   to   have   the   Great   River   Road   designated   as   an   All-American  
Road   by   the   Federal   Highway   Administra�on.   

Sincerely,  

Maureen   Miller  

Maureen   Miller,   President/CEO  
Clinton   Area   Chamber   of   Commerce  

Mary   Seely  

Mary   Seely,   Execu�ve   Director  
Clinton   Conven�on   and   Visitors   Bureau  
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March 31, 2019 
 
 
 
Since 1938, the ten-state national Mississippi River Parkway Commission has worked to 
preserve, promote and enhance the Great River Road National Scenic Byway benefitting 
communities and travelers along the Mississippi River. The Great River Road meets 
All-American Road designation criteria, possessing many and varied intrinsic resources 
that are of national significance. 
 
As the official access to the Mississippi River through ten states since the time pleasure 
driving began, the Great River is an iconic destination and reason for travel unto itself for 
many, whether for a few hours or a few months.  We applaud that all ten Great River 
Road states are seeking All-American Road designation from, the Federal Highway 
Administration. 
 
The Great River Road has importance for all communities along the river-from small and 
rural, to large and metropolitan- as an artery of stewardship, storytelling, tourism and 
commerce along the Mississippi River benefitting visitors in Iowa.  
 
In Iowa, the Great River Road is a trip like no other, In this northwestern corner of Iowa, 
the Mississippi journeys a picturesque landscape formed of high rocky bluffs and narrow 
limestone gorges.  In Iowa, the Great River Road spans 326 miles, passes thru ten 
counties, numerous towns and urban centers. 
 
 My reason for contacting you is to ask for a letter of support.  I am one of ten 
commissioners appointed by the governor of Iowa.  I represent Des Moines County.  The 
other nine counties are working hand in hand with the other 10 states.  Our deadline for 
making application is May 15.  With all the unrest in the world we have met by 
teleconference over the past weeks and have decided to keep working on this application. 
We feel that this is important to our states we all represent. 
 
I would like to hear from you.  You can reach me anytime at ​lwalsh6172@gmail.com​ or 
319-850-1950. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Lisa T. Walsh 
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