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Mississippi River Parkway Commission
Transportation Committee Teleconference Meeting

September 1, 2020 | 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM

_______________________________________________________________________
AGENDA
_____________________________________________________________
I. Introductions
MRPC – Anne Lewis, Susanne Thiede-Barnet
Arkansas – no representatives

Illinois – Erin Holmes

Iowa – no representatives

Kentucky – James LeFevre, Jackie Jones

Louisiana – no representatives

Minnesota – Tim Wilcox, Chris Miller, Holly Slagle, Carol Zoff

Mississippi – Derick Biglane, Lindsey Killebrew

Missouri – Mark Kross

Tennessee – Michael McClanahan

Wisconsin – John Rosenow, Liat Bonneville, Francis Schelfhout
II. Approve June 30, 2020 Teleconference Minutes
Motion/Second to approve from Michael (TN)/Mark (MO)

Motion passed unanimously
III. All American Road Update
At the National Scenic Byway Coordinators Meeting on 7/29/2020, it was reported that FHWA received 64 Scenic Byway Nominations. All in all, 30 different states were represented by these nominations. There were 38 National Scenic Byway Nominations and 24 All-American Road nominations.

The Nominations Review Team held a Virtual Review Meeting on July 21-22. They will be contacting State Coordinators with any follow-up questions in the near future. Designations are expected to be announced in the Fall of 2020 with the official posting of all new designations on the NSB website by the end of 2020.
IV. Transportation Committee (MRPCmembers.com) Webpage

A. General – What do we want our webpage to provide?
1. Transportation – repository of files, status on current work efforts

2. MRPCmembers.com – history and what is the MRPC – invitation to visitors or new members - Nation Office to handle
B. AAR Materials – gathering materials from each state – plan to archive
C. NSB Materials – gathering materials from each state – plan to archive
D. CMP Materials – gathering materials from each state – plan to archive

E. Meeting Agendas/Minutes – will continue to post
F. Committee/Invitation Roster – nearly complete (still have about a dozen folks to confirm)
G. Archives/Statutes/others

Lindsey covered what has been done to date – she covered the overall goals of our Transportation page and the coordination to date with National Office to rework or add historical and definition of MRPC to the MRPCmembers homepage.
New Transportation webpage was displayed to show the tracking spreadsheet added for AAR, NSB, CMP materials. This also included tracking for the next agenda item. All states were asked to provide these materials to Francis or Lindsey either by email or you can upload the documents to the following dropzone: https://ftp.dot.wi.gov/dropzone/e778496b (please add your state abbreviation in the file name)
Missouri stated that the GRR Shapefiles were provided to Carol Zoff and the National Office back in 2016 for development and use by the National Office and the GRR webapp. Carol will look to find these files and Francis and Lindsey will follow-up with National Office. It was clarified that these should still be verified against the current route to make sure it was accurate in 2016 and also if there are any changes since 2016.

The Transportation Committee Roster was reviewed – we still have a dozen names that need additional information, need to be removed and still some states that need to identify their designated voting member of the Committee. Specifically:

· Arkansas needs a designated voting member and updates
· Illinois needs a designated voting member and updates (Erin volunteered to follow-up)
· Iowa needs some updates

· Kentucky needs some updates

· Mississippi needs some updates 

The idea of archives was generally discussed, and the intention is to leave hotlinks on the Transportation page to items of frequent reference, but items that are infrequently or rarely referenced may be just placed in the archives possibly with a link to the category still on the Transportation page.

Anne Lewis asked about how long or timing for items to be removed from the Transportation page. It was described that we intend the page to be a repository of files, but more importantly for those files and work efforts that the committee is currently working on. As items are removed, they will be evaluated for historical or future reference value. If they carry value, they will be placed in the archives.

V. Great River Road Ten-State Corridor Management Plan
A. Great River Road

1. Alignment
2. Route Signage

3. Way-Showing

B. Mississippi River Trail

1. Alignment

2. Route Signage

3. Way-Showing
4. Wisconsin – State Request
The start of the tracking of these items on a 10-state level have also been added to the website. These items are in the columns highlighted in blue on the website. Please provide these materials to Francis or Lindsey either by email or you can upload the documents to the following dropzone: https://ftp.dot.wi.gov/dropzone/e778496b (please add your state abbreviation in the file name)
VI. Next Meetings

A. MRPC Annual Meeting – September 17th
Registration is open and free – registration is required to receive the meeting links/materials (Board and Full Commission Meetings will be held on 9/15/2020). Francis is hosting the Transportation hour from 1-2pm with Ciara Schlichting from Toole Design Group and will be covering multi-modal transportation on the GRR.
B. TBD - may need personal state contacts/committee meeting if AAR Nominations dictate
Francis and Lindsey will make themselves available to the Committee as a whole or on a state by state basis to assist with any work that may be necessary between when AAR Designations are awarded and the end of the year when the NSB website will be required to be updated as indicated by the AAR Update agenda item indicates.

Mike McClanahan asked what actions or plans are in place at the national level or state level if AAR Designation is awarded.

Francis described the WI JEM (marketing) grant that WI plans to use/modify to incorporate AAR if that designation were to be awarded. Anne Lewis agreed this is a good time to be having that discussion and she would pass that on to the Marketing Committee. She also said that depending on the number of states awarded AAR would probably impact the NO action plan, but at a minimum News Releases, Public Officials contacts, and other outreach to encourage/market this new designation. Carol Zoff encouraged all to thank all of those that were involved in the nominations process, even now before any designations are awarded and then again after designations are made.
C. Transportation Committee Meeting – Late January (doodle poll after new year)
This schedule was confirmed.

10:44am – Motion/Second to adjourn by Mark (MO)/Anne (Pilot Pro Tem)

Motion passed unanimously
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