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Executive Summary
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The Mississippi River Parkway Commission (MRPC) has created this Interpretive Plan and Tool Kit to offer guidance in telling the stories along the Great River Road.  The notebook is divided into four broad sections:

INTRODUCTION

Goals and objectives are identified for the Interpretive Plan and Tool Kit.  The Interpretive Plan provides a unifying framework for interpretive efforts at the national, state, and local levels, while the Tool Kit offers interpretive assistance to states and attractions along the route.  This section also includes a history of the MRPC and the Great River Road.

THE INTERPRETIVE PLAN

The national interpretive plan identifies the major stories along the Great River Road and sets forth strategies being utilized or planned at the national level to convey these stories and ensure consistency along the route.  The Interpretive Plan includes:

Stories of the River:  Focuses on the overall theme, "The Mississippi River is the flow of life shaping land and people," and provides 11 major supporting themes.

Interpretive Strategies:  Discusses the network of interpretive centers and other national methods for telling the stories of the river.

Branding the Route:  Establishes importance of consistent use of the logo and other specific design standards to enhance the visitor experience.

THE TOOL KIT

The Tool Kit is divided into three sections to provide assistance in (1) selecting appropriate interpretive methods, (2) understanding the needs and interests of specific visitor groups, and (3) finding funding sources to support interpretive projects.

APPENDICES

Material in the Appendices will include a Resource Inventory, the MRPC Strategic Plan, Interpretive Plans for individual states along the Great River Road, and information on the sites included in the network of Interpretive Centers. 
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