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2021 Annual Report
Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas
Our Mission:  The purpose of the Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas is to preserve, promote and enhance the scenic, historic and recreational resources along the Mississippi River; to foster economic growth and tourism development in the river corridor; and to develop the national, scenic, historic and recreational parkway known as the Great River Road.

Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas Overview for 2021
The Mississippi River Parkway Commission of Arkansas and Arkansas Tourism realizes the importance the Great River Road of Arkansas plays in the potential for international visitors and continues to promote the region at international and national travel shows throughout the United States. Arkansas Tourism continues to work with Peter Hannaford, the international representative for Arkansas, in an effort to expand Arkansas’s role in the European travel market. Through Mississippi River Country, Arkansas Tourism also works to expand visitation from Japan and, beginning in 2022, Canada.
HIGHLIGHTS 

All-American Road designation
Arkansas was thrilled to learn that the state’s application for All-American Road was approved in February 2021. Since then, Arkansas Tourism has featured the byway on Arkansas.com, prepared media releases announcing the new designation and featured the new All-American Road on multiple social media platforms.
Tourism exceeds pre-Covid numbers

Arkansas’s tourism economy shows clear signs of recovery from business shutdowns in 2020, and gains above a robust sector in 2019. The state’s 2% tourism tax between January and June compared with 2020 and 2021 is up 60% and up 11.1%, respectively.

Arkansas’s 2% tourism tax revenue between January and June was $9.432 million, up 60% compared with the $5.905 million in the same period in 2020, and up 11.1% over the same period in 2019. The 2019 collections set a record for the tax. Collections of the tax set monthly records in March, April, May and June.

Delta Dirt Distillery

Delta Dirt Distillery in historic Helena opened its doors officially in April 2021. The family-owned craft distillery produces handmade and locally inspired vodka (and eventually gin, whiskey and liqueurs). The distillery uses produce and grains grown on the four-generation family farm located in Phillips County.  Delta Dirt Distillery plans to “Raise Spirits in the Delta”, one bottle at a time. Tours are available. 
Southland Gaming and Racing Expansion

Work continues on the $250 million expansion project at Southland Gaming and Racing in West Memphis, which includes a new casino complex, a 20-story hotel, a new parking complex, gaming expansion and new sports betting areas. It is reported that the project represents the largest ever investment in a casino in Arkansas and one of the largest for a hospitality project. 
Arkansas Delta Byways Partnership
The Arkansas Delta Byways Regional Tourism Association serves as an important MRPC partner by promoting tourism throughout the Arkansas Delta’s 15 counties, with 10 of those counties containing portions of the Great River Road. In 2021, Arkansas Delta Byways introduced two new online games to help visitors become more acquainted with the region – a trivia game and a scenic byways challenge. Learn more at deltabyways.com/games. 
To view articles and media clips of Arkansas’s Great River Road, please click the link. https://arkansas.app.box.com/s/grkb8if41a5q1h1qe13whicougfj8rjb 
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