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Year 2000 Nomination Form
All-American Roads and National Scenic Byways

All sections must be completed on an electronic form at http://www.byways.org
Applications must be submitted online and on paper.

Norrrinution Type

X National Scenic Byway I eU-a*erican Road

Ll Consider the byway for National Scenic Byway designation if it does not meet the requirements for All-
American Roads.

Section A: Byway Information

Great. River Road in fllinois Scenic
Byway Name

Byway

Western Illinois along Mississippi River
from East Duqbugue to Cairo

Length

557.30 mi (896. 86 km)
Driving Time

31 hours plus overnights

!'ction B: Contacts

By-way Leader

BWay Marketing

Form Preparer

Roqer Carmack
Direc tor
Western Ill-inois Tourism Development.
2900 East. Jackson St.
Macomb, lL 6L445
Phone: 309-837 -7 460
Fax: 309-833-4754
E-mail : rcarmack@macomb. com

Roger Carmack
Director
Western Il-linois Tourism Development
2900 East .Tackson St.
Macomb, IL 6L445
Phone: 309-837-1460
Fax: 309-833-4754
E-mail- : rcarmack@macomb. com

Dan Marriott
Director, Rural Heritage program
National Trust for Hist.oric preservation
1785 Massacusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036
Plrr:r:.e : 202-5BB -62'7 9
Fax: 202-5BB-6050
Ii-maj L : dan_m.rrriott@nthp. org

State

]L
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Section B: Contacts (Continued)
.-ate Signator

Section C: Routes

Keith Sherman
Chief, Planning & Systems
flinois DOT
2300 S. Dirksen ParkWay, Rm. 307
Spingfield, IL 62764
Phone: 2]-7-182-0378
Fax: 21-1-7 85-8140
E-mai1 : shermankmGnt . dot . state . iI . us

Slart Terminus

Illinois/fowa State Line
End Terminus

,Junction IL Route 84 12 miles south
of Galena

Counties

Jo Daviess CounLy
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, ForesL, Urban

U.S. Route 21.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

,Junction U.S. Route 20, l-2 miles
south Galena

End Terminus

East Moline
Counties

Jo Daviess County, Carroll County,
Whiteside County, Rock Island County

Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farro.land, Forest, Ri-verside, Urban

U.S. Route
20

rl Route 84 State Route 49.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terrninus

East Mol-ine
End Terminus

Junct.ion County Road 59
Counlies

Rock Island Count.y
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban

IL Route 92 State Route 1l-.00 mi

Land Management

Route Length Details
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

County
Road 59

Start Terminus

Junction IL Route 92

Illinois City
End Terminus

Counties

Rock Island
Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Farmland, Riverside

County
Route

7.00 mi

l-and Management

Start Terminus

Illinois City

Junction County Road 1l-
End Terminus

Counties

Rock Isl-and
Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Farmland, Riverside

IL Route 92 Stat.e Route 13.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

'Juncti-on IL Route 92, B mil-es
Illinois City

End Terminus

Rock Island/Mercer CountY Border
Counties

Rock Island County
Surface

Aspha1t.
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Riverside
Land Management

County
Road 11

County
Route

6.00 mi

-- rute Type Details
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

[rcLalls

Rock Island/Mercer Count.y Border
Start Terminus

End Terminus

.Tunction IL Route 17 , 2 rniles north
of New Boston

Counties

Mercer County
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Riverside

'1$t: 
',',

County
Road 14

I

County
Route

l-1-.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

2 mil-es north of New Boston, CountY
Road 14

End Terminus

New Boston (and return)
Counties

Mercer County
Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Riverside, Urban
Land Management

fL Route t7

(

St.ate Route 3.00 mi

Start Terminus

2 miles north of New Boston
End Terminus

'Junction County Road 25
Counties

Mercer County

Asphalt
Surface

Landscape Types

Farml-and, Forest
Land Management

IL Route L7 State Route 4.00 mi
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Start Terminus

Junction IL Route t]
End Terminus

Mercer/Henderson County Border
Counties

Mercer County
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farml-and, Forest

County
Road 25
(Keit.hsburg
Road)

County
Route

8.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Mercer/Henderson County Border
End Terminus

,function IL Route t64
Counties

Henderson Coun

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest
l

County
Road 3

Count.y
Route

l-0.00 mi

Land Managemenl

Start Terminus

County Road 3
End Terminus

U.S. Route 34
Counties

Henderson
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest

RouteU.S
].64

U.S. Route 7.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Junction IL Route L64
End Terminus

'.lunction Carman Road
Counties

Henderson County
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, ForesL
Land Management

U.S. Route
34

U. S. Rout,e

Surface

7.00 mi
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Slart Terminus

.Tunct.ion Carman Road
End Terminus

Gulfport. (and back)
Counties

Henderson County
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest

U.S" Route
34

U.S. Route 4. 00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

.function U.S. Route 34
End Terminus

,Junction IL 96 in Lomax
Counties

Henderson Count.y
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest

Carman Road Of f -Syst.em 1"2 .0 0 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Junction Carman Road, Lomax
End Terminus

Junction County Road 32

Henderson County, Hancock County
Counties

Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest

fL RouLe 96 39.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Junction IL Route 96
End Terminus

Warsaw
Counlies

Hancock County
Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Urban

6.00 mi

Land Management

County
Road 32

County
Route

St.ate R.oute
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Starl Terminus

Vrlarsaw
End Terminus

Hancock/Adams County Border
Counties

Hancock
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farml-and, Forest, Urban

County
Iload 12

l.

County
Route

13.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Hancock/Adams County Border
End Terminus

,Junction County Road 1-400
Counties

Adams
Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Farm]and, Forest

County
Road 7

County
Route

18.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

,Junction County Road 7

End Terminus

Junction U.S. Roule 24
Counties

Adams
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, ForesL

County
Road 1-400

3.00 mi

Land Management

County
Route

Start Terminus

.Tunction Count.y Road 1-400
End Terminus

Junct.ion fL Rout.e 57 - Qunicy
Counties

Adams
Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Farml-and, Urban

Rout.eU.S
24

U.S. Route 9.00 mi

Land Management
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

rute

York Road
( Qunicy)

Start Terminus

Junction U.S. Route 24 Southbound
End Terminus

Junction U.S. Route 24 Northbound
Counties

City of Qunicy, Adams County
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban

Off-System 0.08 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

.function U.S. Route 24 Northbound
End Terminus

North Front. Street

City of Qunicy, Adams CountY
Counties

Surface

Asphalt
Landscape

Urban
Types

Land Management

vermoJfl
Street
(Qunicy)

{

rJ

D1)

,

Off-System

{

,l

v-'l
,]$",\i

0.08 mi

Slart Terminus

Junction Vermont St.reet

JuncLion Hampshire Street
Counties

City of Qunicy, Adams CountY
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban
Land Management

Off-System 0.08 miNorth
FronL
Street
(Qunicy)

Slarl Terminus

North Front Street.
End Terminus

U.S. Route 24 North/Southbound

City of Quincy, Adams CountY
Counties

Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban
Land Management

Hampshire
Street
( Qunicy )

Of f -Syst.em

Type I.ength

0.1-3 mi

1
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

fL Route 3

[-. rute

I TL Route 51 State Route 20.00 mi Start Terminus

,Junction U.S. Route 24
End Terminus

,function fL Route 96
Counties

Adams, Pike
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Urban
Land Management

IL Route 96

a

State Route
v

34.00 mi
Terminus

tion .IL Route 57
End

Pikd County Border
Counties .,

Pikg'
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest
Land Management

IL Route
1-1r-

State Route 8.00 mi
us

Junction l-270
End Terminus

.function I-70
Counties

Madison
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban
Land Management

State Route 11.00 mi
Start Terminus

Junction I--27 0

End Terminus

Junction I-70
Counties

Madison
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape

Urban
Land Management

Type LCngth .



Section C: Routes (Continued)

, rute

r-7 0 Interst.ate 5.50 mi Slart Terminus

Junction IL Route 11-1

End Terminus

Junction IL Route 3

Counties

Madison,. St. Clair
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban
Land Management

IL Route 3

(

State Route 141.50 mi
Terminus

Junction I-70
End Terminus

Junction U.S. Route 51, Future CitY
Counties

St. Clair, Monroe, Randolph,
Jackson, Union, Alexander

Surface

Asphalt
Landscape

Farmland, Forest, Urban
Land Managemenl

USFS

OId Route 3 County
Route

1. 00 mi

?

Stad

Junction IL Route 3, North of
Columbia

End Terminus

,function IL Route 3, South of
Columbia

Counties

Monroe

Asphalt
Landscape

Farmland, Urban
Land Management

10

Length, l
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Stad Terminus

,function IL Route 3, Waterloo
End Terminus

'Junct.ion Bluff Road
Counties

Monroe
Surfape

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Urban

Maeystown
Road

Count.y
Route

1l-.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

.TuncLion IL Route 3, E11is Grove
End Terminus

,Junction fL Rout.e 155, Prairie du
Rocher

Counlies

Randolph
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest

Bluff Road

(

County
Route

t2.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

,lunction Bluff Road,
Rocher

Prairie du

End Terminus

Fort du Chartres State Historic SiLe
Counties

Randolph
Surface

AsphalL
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest

4.00 mi

Land Management

IL Route
L55

State Route
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Start Terminus

Wolf Lake
End Terminus

Junction fL Route L27
Counties

Union
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Lakeside

State
Forest Road

County
Route

8.00 mi

Land Managemenl

Start Terminus

Junction St.at.e Forest Road
End Terminus

Juncti-on State Pond Road
Counties

unr-on
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Lakeside

IL Rout.e
121

Stat.e Route 1-.00 mi

Land,Management

Start Terminus

,Junction IL Route 1,27
End Terminus

'Junction IL Route L46
Counties

Union
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, ForesL, Lakeside

State Pond
Road

County
Route

1-.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

,Junct.ion State Pond Road
End Terminus

,Junction IL Route 3

Counties

Union
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest

County
Route

7.00 mi

Land Management

IL Route
r46

I
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Riverview
Street
(Thebes )

ype Length

Off-System 0.05 mi

)
l

Stafl Terminus

,function IL Route 3, Thebes
End Terminus

Junct.ion can Stree
lr

Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander t,

Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban
Land Management

Pecan
Street
(Thebes )

t

Off-System 0.05 mi Slart Terminus

Rivervi-ew Street
End Terminus

Fourth Street
Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban
Land Management

Fourth
Street,
(Thebes )

Off-System 0.50 mi Slarl Terminus

Pecan Street
End Terminus

Walnut Street

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban
Land Management

Wal-nut
Street
(Thebes )

Off-System 0.06 mi Slad Terminus

FourLh St.reet
End Terminus

Second Street
Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Rainforest, Urban
Land Managemenl
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Second
Street
(Thebes )

Start Terminus

Walnut Street
End Terminus

Poplar Street
Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban

Off-System 0.20 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Second Street
End Terminus

Fifth Street
Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban

Poplar
Street
(Thebes )

(

Off-System 0.10 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Pop1ar Street.
End Terminus

Oak Street.
Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban

Fifrh
St.reet
(Thebes )

Off-System 0.05 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Fifth St.reet
End Terminus

Eiqhth Street
Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban

Oak Street
(Thebes )

(.

Off-System

Land Management

0.20 mi
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Section C: Routes (Continued)
-"."19..__ 

., :
nighth
Street
(Thebes )

Off-System 0.06 mi Start Terminus

Oak Street
End Terminus

Poplar Street
Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban
Land Management

PopIar
StreeL
(Thebes )

Off-System 0.50 mi Start Terminus

Eigth Street.
End Terminus

Juncti-on IL Rout.e 3

Counties

Town of Thebes, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Ri-versi-de, Urban
Land Management

Mill-er
Cit.y Road

County
Route

5.00 mi Start Terminus

Juncti-on IL Rout.e 3, Olive Branch
End Terminus

Mil-1er City
Counties

Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Lakeside
Land Management

Promise
Land Road

County
Route

6.00 mi Slart Terminus

,Junction Mi11er City Road, Mi1ler
City

End Terminus .

.Tunction IL Route 3

Counties

Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Farmland, Forest, Lakeside
Land Management
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

U. S . Rout.e
5l_

Start Terminus

,Junction IL Route 3, Future Cit.y
End Terminus

Junct.i-on U.S. 60/62
Counties

Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Ri-verside, Urban

U.S. Route 6.00 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Junct].on u . s Route 51, Cairo
End Terminus

Park Place West.
Counlies

City of Cairo, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban

Twenty-
Eighth
Street
( Cairo )

Off-System 0.50 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Twenty-Eiqhth Street
End Terminus

Thirty-Third Street
Counties

City of Cairo, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban

Park Place
West
(Cairo )

Off-System 0.20 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Park Place West
End Terminus

Washingt.on Avenue
Counties

City of Cairo, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban

Thrity-
third
Street
( Cairo )

Off-System 0.10 mi

Land Management

I

(
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Washington
Avenue
(Cairo )

Starl Terminus

rhrity-third St.reet
End Terminus

U.S. Route 51-

Counties

Cit.y of Cairo, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban

Off-System 0.75 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

U.S. Route 51- (Washington Avenue)
End Terminus

Ohio River Levee Gap
Counties

City of Cairo, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban

Eighth
Street
(Cairo )

Off-System 0.20 mi

Land Management

Start Terminus

Eighth St.reet
End Terminus

Fourth Street.
Counties

City of Cairo, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban
Land Management

Ohio River
Levee Gap
( Cairo )

Off-System 0.20 mi

Start Terminus

Ohio River Levee Gap
End Terminus

Washington Avenue

Cit.y of Caj-ro, Alexander
Counties

Surface

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Urban

Off-System 0.20 mi

Land Management

Fourth
Street. Gap
(Cairo )
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Section C: Routes (Continued)

Washingt.on
Avenue
(Cairo )

Section D: Senators and Representatives

Associated States

Start Terminus

Fourth Street. Gap
End Terminus

.Tunct.ion U.S. Route 51
Counties

City of Cairo, Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Urban

Of f -SysLem l-. 00 mi

Land Managemenl

Start Terminus

,function U. S Route 51-

End Terminus

Fort Defiance Road
Counties

Alexander
Surface

Asphalt
Landscape Types

Riverside, Urban

U.S. Route
60/62

i

U.S. Route 2.00 mi

Land Management

Start ferminus

U.S. RouLe 60/62
End Terminus

Terminus of Road
Counlies

Alexander
Sudace

Asphalt.
Landscape Types

Forest, Riverside
Land Management

Fort
Defiance
Road

Off-System 1-. 00 mi

Fitzgerald, Peter
Durbin, Richard

IL

I
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Section D: Senators and Representatives (Continued)

te Representatives

fL L2 Coste1lo, ,.Terry F

IL t6 Manzull-o, Donald A.

IL L7 Evans, Lane

IL 20 Shj-mkus, ,John

Section E: Designations

Z

1 U.S.
Cong"ress
(Mississipp:
Rl-ver
Parkway
Commission)

193 9 Great. River Road (Mississippi
River Parkway)

Partial *

Stat.e 2000 Great River Road in Illinois
Scenic Byway (Through agreement
with FHWA, TL law designates as
state scenic byway after
federal )

Ent.ire

* Partial Desi Details

1
Start Terminus

Illinois /Iowa State Line
U. S. Route 20

End Terminus

Junction fL Route 84 12 miles sout.h of Galena
Start Terminus

,function U,S. Route 20, l-2 miles soulh Galena
IL Route 84

End Terminus

East. Moline
Slart Terminus

East MolineIL Rout.e 92

End Terminus

Junction County Road 11, B miles wesL of Illinois
City

Start Terminus

Junct.ion IL Route 92, 8 miles Illinois CityCounty Road 11

End Terminus

Rock fsland/Mercer County Border
Start Terminus

Rock Island/Mercer CounLy BorderCounty Road 14

End Terminus

.Tunction IL RouLe t7 , 2 miles north of New Boston

Agency Designation Date Designated Name
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* Partial Designation Details (Continued)

Starl Terminus

2 miles north of New BostonIL Route L7

End Terminus

.function County Road 25
Start Terminus

Junct.ion IL Route 11
County Road 25
(Kej-thsburg Road)

End Terminus

Mercer/Henderson County Border
Start Terminus

Mercer/Henderson County BorderCounty Road 3

End Terminus

Junction IL Route L64
Start Terminus

Junction IL Route L64
U.S. Rout.e 34

End Terminus

Junction Carman Road
Start Terminus

Junction Carman Road
U.S. Route 34

End Terminus

Gulfport (and back)
Slart Terminus

Junct.i-on U.S. Route 34
Carman Road

End Terminus

Junct.ion IL 96 in Lomax
Slarl Terminus

Junction Carman Road, Lomax
IL Route 96

End Terminus

,function County Road 32
Start Terminus

Junct.ion IL Rout.e 96
Count.y Road 3 2

End Terminus

Warsaw
Start Terminus

Warsaw
County Road 12

End Terminus

Hancock/Adams County Border
Start Terminus

Hancock/Adams County BorderCounty Road 7

End Terminus

,Junction County Road 1400
Start Terminus

Junction County Road 7
County Road 1400

End Terminus

,Junction U. S Route 24
Start Terminus

Junction Count.y Road 1400
End Terminus

,Junct.ion fL Route 57 Qunicy

U.S. Rout.e 24
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* Partial tion Details (Continued)

Section F: Points of Interest

!

Slart Terminus

Junct.ion U.S. Rout.e 24
fL Rout.e 51

End Terminus

,Junct.ion IL Route 96
Start Terminus

.Tunction IL Route 57
IL Route 96

End Terminus

Pike County Border
Start Terminus

,function IL Route L1,1,
r-70

End Terminus

.Tunction IL Route 3

Start Terminus

.function IL Route 3, North of ColumbiaO1d RouLe 3

End Terminus

.function IL Route 3, South of Columbia
Start Terminus

.function IL Route 3 Future CityU. S. Route 51

End Terminus

Junction U. S. 60 / 6L
Start Terminus

.Tunction U.S. Route 51
U.S. Rout.e 60/62

End Terminus

Fort Defiance State Park

Route

U.S Route 20
Distance Along Boute

557.30 mi
Distance Off Route

0 .01 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures ; Hist.orical
Markers ; Int.erpretive Signs;
Kiosks; Visitor' s Center

Visitor Services

Drinking Water; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parking;
Phone; Picnic Area; ResLrooms

AA. Great River Road Interpretation

The Great. River Road itself is a point of
interest. Through the ef fort.s of Lhe
Mississippi River Parkway Commission and
t.he Illinois Department of Transportation
the Great. River Road is interpret.ed
through seven j-nterpretive displays and
twenty-two information kiosks.
Accompanying t.hese sit.es are a 4-color
Great River Road brochure, maps for both
the Illinois segmenL and the national
route, and coloring book for children.
The InLerpretive Centers can be found at
the Mississippi River Visitor Center on
Arsenal Island, Black Hawk State Historic
Site, ViIla Kathrine in Quincy,' Cohokj-a
Mounds State Historic Site, Fort de

a.r.tres Historic Sit.e, Pierre Menard
>cate Historic Site and Fort. Kaskaskia,
U.S. Custom House Museum in Cairo. The
information kiosks can be found at 22
points spread along the lenqLh of the road

Name & Description Details



AB. Great River Road View and Vistas

Because of the length of the Great River
Road, it is impossi-ble to list every point
of scenic guality. The Great. River Road
has been recognized and marketed for its
historic and agricult.ural landscape. The
northern landscape of rolling hi11s and
Iush f orest.s, punctuat.ed by the limestone
bluffs of Mississippi River can be
breathtaklng. Equally as beautiful are
the infinite vistas across the fertile
American Bottoms in t.he south. Some
specific high point.s for scenic quality
come at the view tower south of Ga1ena,
points within the Mississippi pal-isades
State Park, the segiement of the route
south of Nauvoo, t.he vistas and nestled
communities of Pike Count.y, overlooks in
t.he Shawnee National Forest, and the views
of the mighty confluence of the Ohio and
Mississippi Rivers at Fort Defiance.

Route

U.S. Route 20
Distance Along Route

533.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.01- mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Visitor Services

Rig River State Forest

The 2,900-acre Big River State Forest lies
in Henderson County, 6 mifes north of
Oquawka, where gas and food are available.
The forest is managed primarily to
demonst.rat.e sound f orest.ry pract.ices.
Demonst.rations and talks on these
practices are available to interested
g:roups . The area's oldest pine
plant.ation, the Milroy Plant.ation, with
towering red, white, and jack pines lies
within. BRSF is a remnant of a vast
prairie woodland border area t.hat. once
covered much of Illinois. Two endangered
plants, penstemon and PaLterson's
bindweed, are found here. A prominent
Iandmark in the forest is its fire tower,
Iocated at the headguarters area and
accessible to the public at non-emerqency
times. Sixty miles of firebreaks
interlace Big River St.ate Forest, which
are used by hikers, horseback riders, and
snowmobilers. Tent, LraiLer, and
equestrain campinq sit.es, boat launch,
r i cnic areas, toileLs, hunt.ing, stables,
. I scenic drives are available.

Route

County Road 3

Distance Along Route

3.00 mi
Distance Otf Route

0.01 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Int.erpretive Signs
Visitor Services

Camping; Drinking Water;
Handicapped Accessibility;
Paved Parking; Picnic Area;
RV Services; Restrooms

Route

IL Route 92

22

Section F: Points of Interest (Continued)

Black Hawk State Historic Site



Distance Along Route

6.00 mi
Distance Off Route

2 .00 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures ; Historical-
Markers; Int.erpretive Signs;
Kiosks; Vj-sitor' s Center

Visitor Services

Drinking Water; Gas, food,
lodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parking;
Phone; Picnic Area; ResLrooms

Black Hawk State Historic Site-a wooded,
,.-l--eeply rolling 208-acre tract-borders the

ck River in Rock Island County.
Prehistoric Indians and ni.neteent.h-cent,ury
settl-ers made their homes here, but the
area is most closely identified with the
Sauk nation and the warrior-leader whose
name it bears-B1ack Hawk. The sit.e, which
is also noted for its many natural
features, is managed by the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency. The Hauberg
Indian Museum, located in t.he lodge
constructed by the Civilian Conservation
Corps in 1939, interprets the cul-t.ure of
Lhe Sauk and the Mesguackie. Nearly 1-75
species of birds and 30 species of
wildflowers, as well as a prairie
restoration can be observed there.
Dickson Pioneer Cemetery is where many
early settlers are buried. Picnicking and
hiking are also available.

Route

IL Route l-11-
Distance Along Route

6.00 mi
Distance Off Route

3 .00 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpretive Signs;
Kiosks; Visitor's Center

Visitor Services

Drinking Water; Gas,
lodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved
Phone; Picnic Area;

food,

Parking;
Restrooms

Cahokia Mounds United Nations World
Herit.age Site

The Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site,
located west of Co1linsvi1Ie has been

ned a World Herit.age Site by the United
--cions Educational, Scientif ic, and

Cutural Organization (UNESCO). There, the
remains of the most sophisticat.ed Indian
civilization north of Mexico are preserved
within a 2,200-acre track. The city of
Cahokia was inhabited from 700 to 1400 and
became a regional center capitalizing on
t.rade rouLes. Evidence of a horizon
calendar(Woodhenge), o1d stockade, and
many burial mounds are interpreted through
signs and a visitor center.

Route

County Road 3

Distance Off Route

0.01 mi
Distance Along Route

7.00 mi
Interpretive Facilities

Brochures
Visitor Services

Camping; Drinking Water;
Handicapped Acces sibilitY;
Paved Parking; Phone; Picnic
Area; RV Servi-ces,' Restrooms

Located on the Mississippi River about. l-.5
miles nort.h of Oquawka, where gas and food
are available, the 89-acre Delabar StaLe
Park offers quality outdoor experiences
f or angTlers, hikers, carnpers / and
picnickers. More than 50 species of birds
have been sited in the park, making it a
destination for birders. Picnic areas/
playground facilities, Loilets, t.ent and
trailer camping, trailer dumping, hikingr
, ails, river and lake fishinqr, boal
"**unching, ice fishing, and ice skating
are available in the area.

Delabar State Park

U. S. Route 5l-
RouteFort Defiance State Park and Cairo



Distance Along Route

6. 00 mi
Distance Otf Route

0.01- mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical Markers
Visitor Services

Camping; Drinking Water; Gas,
food, lodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parkingr;
Phone; Picnic Area; RV
Services; Restrooms

Floute

IL Route 3

Distance Along Route

52.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0 .50 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpretive Signs

Visitor Services

Drinking WaLer; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parking;
Picnic Area; ResLrooms

Fort Kaskaskia SLate Historic Site

Fort Kaskaskia, located in Randolph
Count.y, was built by the French on the
bluffs of t.he Mississippi River
overl-ooking the town of Kaskaskia during
the French and Indian War. Only the
earthworks upon which the palisades of the
( rt were built remain today. The town of
'- *skaskia, the first capital of the
Illinois Territory, was flooded by the
natural rerouting of the Kaskaskia and
Mississippi Rivers during the laLe 19t.h
century. Kaskaskia now remains part of
IlIinois, despite its location on the
western bank of the Mississippi.
Interpretive signs describe this
catastrophic event at the fort site.
Breathtaking views of the river are
possible from the picnic shelter and fort.

Route

IL Route 1-55
Distance Along Route

4.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.01 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Int.erpretive Signs;
Kiosks; Visitor's Center

The southern terminus of the Great. River'poad, Fort Defiance St.ate Historic Site
es at the awesome confluence of the

Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. The two
rivers remain apart, the Ohio blue and the
Mississippi a muddy brown for several
miles. Fort defiance, the Civil War post
commanded by General U.S. Grant. became a
Union supply base. Cairo, once a
majestice river town, becomes a temporary
island when the waters rise and the
massive flood gat.es are c1osed.. The town
includes two impressive historic dist.rict.s
featuring It.al-ianate mansions and
rivertown commercial buildings. At the
State Park, tent and trailer camping is
available. Cairo provides gdS, food, and
lodging.

Fort de Chart.res SLate Historic Site

Fort de Chartres, located in Randolph
County, features the reconstruction of a
stone fort built by the French near the
Mississippi River in 1750s. The sit.e also
feaLures t.he archeaological remains of two
earlier wooden forts. The powder magazine
is an original structure. Interpretation
at the fort describes life in Illinois
under the French regime, before the fort
was abandoned in 1-71t-" Every Spring, ForL

Chartres hosts the "Rendezvous", which
-rr a grand interpretive exposition of
French/English frontier life with period
costumes, food, crafLs, Lrades and
Iifestyles. Nearby Prairie du Rocher was

Visitor

Drinking Wateri Gas,
lodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved
Phone; Picnic Area;

food,

Parking;
Restrooms

Name



founded in 1,772 by t.he French.

U.S. Route 2A
Route

Distance Along Route

1,4 .0 0 mi
Distance Off Route

0.01 mi
Interpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpret j-ve Signs;
Kiosks; Visitor' s CenLer

lena National Regist.er Historic District

The town of Galena is a well-known
destination for t,ravelers from Chicago and
beyond seeking quiet pastoral scenes,
quality ant.iquing and shopping, and smal1
Lown charm. Main Street is a
breathtaking, unbroken wal1 of historic
storefronts nestled between the hiI1s,
where Galena's l-9th century lead mines
were found and the river, where the
steamboats plied their t.rade. Galena,s
position near the nort.hern terminus of the
Great River Road makes iL a naLural
gateway and introduction to river history.
Individual historic sites include: The
Belvedere Mansj-on (l-857, ftalianaLe home
of steamboat captain), The DeSoto House
Hotel (decadent accomodations), Dowling
House (1826 t.rading post), Galena post
Office (first in the nation named "Great
American Post Office" by Smithsonian).
Costumed interpreters lead visitors
through General Ulysses S. Grant's home.
He was a resident in Gal-ena before t.he

il War. Visitors may also tour a
sed lead mine aL Vinegar Hil-l- Histo

Visitor Services

Drinking Water; Gas, food,
lodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parking;
Phone; Picnic Area; Restrooms

U.S. Route 20
Route

Distance Along Route

10.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.00 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures

Great River Trail (Bike Path)

The Great River Trail is a 62.5-mi1e bike
path under construction along the route of
the Great River Road from Mississippi
Palisades State Park i-n Savanna t.o Sunset
Park in Rock Island, where it meet.s with
the American Discovery Trail crossing of
the Mississippi. At. this t.ime,
approximately 42 miles have been buil-t.
This portion of the trail is primarily a
two-lane, off-road, paved trail winding
through the trees and over dedicated
bridges. The GreaL River Trail is part. of
the larger Grand Il-linois Trai1 Prog'ram, a
50O-mile loop t.rail system in Northern
I1linois. When completed, the trail will
be a combi-nation of dedicated trails and
road surface rout,es along the Great River
Road route from Ga1ena to Rock fsland. fn
the south, the Mississippi River Trail
corresponds to the Great River Road in
i 1y places between Rock Island and
t ,-;eS ter .

Visitor Services

Drinking WaLer; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parking;
Picnic Area; Restrooms

Route

IL Route 3
HoIy Family Log Church Nat.ional- Historic
Landmark



The Holy Family Log Church in Cahokia,rear East St.. Louis, was built in 1,799 for
.e Catholic parish of the Holy Family,

tounded in 1699 by the French. It is the
oldest. French vertical log church in the
Ameri-cas sti11 in continuous use. The
site features Lours and interpretation.

r ssissippi Pal-isades State park and'r.*t.ionaI Landmark

Distance Along Route

7.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0 .10 mi
lnlerpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpret.ive Sigrns

Visitor Services

Handicapped Acces sibiliLy;
Paved Parking; Restrooms

Route

Miller CiLy Road
Distance Along Route

0 .01- mi
Distance Off Route

0.01- mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures

Horseshoe Lake Conservation Area

The 10,645-acre Horseshoe Lake
Conservation Area, located seven miles
north of Cairo, where g'as, food, and
lodg,ing are available, features 2,400-acre
Horseshoe Lake. The charm of bald
clpress, tupelo gum, swamp cottonwood
Lrees, and wil-d lotus make recreational
activities, such as picnicking and
playgrounds, hiking, Lent and trailer
camping with showers and dump siL,es,
fishing, boatingr, and hunt.ing, even more
enjoyable. The lake is a wintering site
for over 250,000 Canada geese and hunting
blinds are maintained. For birders, bald
eagles are also abundant. Bluegi11,
_sunfish, crapple, largernouth bass and( lnneJ- catfish populate the 1ake. Boat
raunches are avail-abIe.

Visitor Services

Camping; Drinking. Water;
Handicapped Acces sibili ty;
Paved Parkingr; Phone; Picnic
Area; RV Services,' Restrooms

Route

IL Rout.e 92
Distance Along Route

5.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.50 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpretive Sigrns;
Visitor's Center

& Company Commons and Hist.oric

Both the past and present of the world-
famous ,John Deere & Company operations are
centered in Moline. At the ,fohn Deere
Commons, visi-t.ors can catch hist.oric
trolleys t.o ot.her Deere sit.es,. Lour t.he
,John Deere Pavillion with interact.ive
displays of historic and modern farm
eguipment; and visit the ,John Deere Store.
The Deere Administrative Center, Deere
coporate headquarters, lies on the
outskirts of Moline. This building,
designed by Eero Saarinen, and grounds are
widely .regarded as master works of
architecture and landscape architecture.
The Deere-Wiman House and But.terworth
Center are mansions built in the late
1800s by Charles Deere. Guided tours of
the homes and gardens are available.

John Deere
Sites

Drinking Water; Gas,
lodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved
Phone; Restrooms

Visitor

food,

Parking;

Roule

IL Route 84
Distance Along Route

2L.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.01 mi



Mississippi Palisades State Park is
l.ocated 3 mil-es nort.h of .Savanna, where

.s and food are available, in Carroll
County. Palisades is the word used to
describe the line of lofty, steep cliffs
seen along the Mississippi River. The
limestone cl-iffs are filled with caves and
sink ho1es. The Park features 13 miles of
trails, some rugged, others surfaced for
accessibility. Part of the park has been
designated a National Landmark. Tent and
trailer camping with showers and toil-ets
are availabl-e. Fishing and boating are
possible with several boat launches.
Hunting, cross-coutry skiingi, ice fishingr,
and sl-edding are popular, and 1930's
Civilian Conservation Corps picnic areas
are availabl-e.

O1d Chain of Rocks Bridge

The Ol-d Chain of Rocks Bridge (L929) ,
l-ocated in Madison near East St. Louis,
was the original point at which Route 66

lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Interpretive Signs
Visitor Services

Campinq; Drinking Water;
Handicapped Acces sibility ;
Paved Parking; Phone; Picnic
Area; RV Services; Restrooms

Route

fL Route 96
Distance Along Route

24.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.02 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpretj-ve Signs;
Kiosks; Visitor's Center

The Lown of Nauvoo is located at a
picturesque bend in the river at Hancock
County. Nauvoo was settled by Joseph
Smit.h (founder) and memlcers of the Church
of Latter Day Saints and served as the
religous, governmental, and cultural

nter of the church from l-839 until
.,,seph Smith's death in l-846. Two visitor
centers interpret the remaining town
si-tes. The LDS Visitor Center features
costumed hosts, interpretive displays,
sculpture garden, and tours of 25 Nauvoo
town sites. The Joseph Smith Visitor
Center, run by the Reorganized Church of
Latter Day Saints (RLDS), features
displays, do informat.ive video, and access
to the gravesite and homes of ,Joseph Smith
and family. In late L999, LDS began
rebuil-ding the historic, limest.one Temple
dest.royed in t.he lat.e 19th cent.ury.
Nearby Nauvoo State Park features
recreational opportunities, and the wine
and cheese tradit.ions of t.he French
Icarians who came to Nauvoo after the CLDS
are still pursued.

Nauvoo Visitor Centers

Visitor Services

Camping; Drinking Wateri Gas,
food, lodging; Handicapped
Accessibilit.y; Paved Parking;
Phone; Picnic Area; Restrooms

Route

IL Route 3
Distance Along Route

2.00 mi
Distance Otf Route

0.30 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical Markers



crossed the Mississippi River. The
,oontinuous truss bridge is slightly over a

le in length and now functions as the
rongest pedestrj-an and bike bridge in the
world. Route 66 relat.ed hotels and neon
signs can be seen at the entrance to the
bridge. The bridge provides a magnj-ficent
view of the Mississippi River, Chain of
Rocks Canal, eagles, shipping, and two
architecturally significant water int.ake
towers from t.he t.urn of the last century.

Rock Isl-and Arsenal
Visitors Center

and Mississippi Ri-ver

Rock Island Arsenal Island is a
spect.acular island in t.he Mississippi
River near the city of Rock Island.
Vistors to the island can visit Historic
Fort Armstrong (L8L2); the Rock fsland
Arsenal Museum, with exhibits of military
equipment and small fire arms; and oLher
historic struct.ures. Sti11, the Rock
fsl-and Arsenal is the largest weapons
manufacturing arsenal in the country.
Locat.ed next to Lock and Dam 15, the
largest roller dam in t.he world, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Mississippi River
Visitors Center features an observation
deck f or t.ow boats and birds. The
vi sitors cent,er incl-udes displays about
Upper Mississippi geography, ecology, and
lock-and-dam system. It is also a
designated Great River Road interpretive

rter.

Visitor Services

Gas, food, Iodging;
Handicapped Acces sibility;
Paved Parking; Picnic Area,'
Restrooms

Pierre Menard Home National Historic
Landmark

Itne Pierre Menard Home St.ate Historic
Site, Iocated in Randolph County, is
considered one of the finest, exi_sting
models of Southwestern French Colonial
architect.ure. The Menard Home af fords
visiLors a glimpse into upper*c1ass French-
American life during the late 1700s and
early 1800s. The home is fuIIy restored
and furnished with pieces from the
appriate era. The pierre Menard Home is
also a designated Great River Road
Interpretive Cent.er. On-site interpreters
I ar period costumes and perform various'- -mestic tasks using period t.ools.

Route

IL Route 3

Distance Along Route

41 .00 mi
Distance Off Route

0 .02 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpretive Signs;
Visitor's Center

Visitor Services

Drinking Water; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parking;
Picnic Area; Restrooms

Route

IL Route 92
Distance Along Boute

5.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.50 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpretive Signs;
Kiosks; Visitor's Center

Visitor Services

Drinking Water; Gas,
Iodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved
Phone; Restrooms

food,

Parking;

Route

IL Route 3
Shawnee National Forest



Distance Along Route

20.00 mi
Distance Off Route

0.01 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical
Markers; Interpretive Signs;
Kiosks; Visitor's Center

Visilor Services

Camping; Drinking Wat.er,' Gas,
food, lodging; Handicapped
Accessibility; Paved Parking;
Phone; Picnic Area; RV
Services,' Restrooms

Boute

Riverview Street (Thebes)
Distance Along Route

0.01 mi
Distance Off Route

0.01 mi
lnterpretive Facilities

Brochures; Historical- Markers

Located in Thebes in Al-exander County, the
Thebes Courthouse was built in l-845. The
hand-hewn stone courthouse crowns a bluff
overl-ooking the Mississippi River. As a
young lawyer riding circuit., Abraham
Lincoln practj-ced law in the courtroom.
Dred ScoLt, a slave whose Supreme Court
decision advanced the rigihts of African-
Ameri-cans, was given overnight housing in
the courthouse jail. Tours may be
f ranged with advance notice. The
'. ,urthouse overlooks what. remaj-ns af t.he
historic town of Thebes, about which the
musical Showboat was written. The lower
part of town was decimated by the fl_ood of
1993.

Thebes Courthouse

Visitor Services

Camping; Drinking Wat.er;
Handicapped Acces sibility ;
Paved Parking

The Shawnee National Forest , 270,000
^cres, lines the southern segrment of the

eat. River Road for nearly 100 miles.
'1'ne forest lies in t.he unglaciated areas
of southern Illinois known as the Ozark
and Shawnee Hi11s. Recreat.ion areas that
directly accessible from the Great. River
Road are: Johnson Creek Recreation Area,
Oakwood Bottoms/Turkey Bayou (handicapped
accessible), and Grand Tower. These areas
provide opport.unties for river and lake
boating, swimming, tent and t.rail-er
camping, hiking, bird watching, and scenic
drives.

Section G: Designation Requirements

ffi State or Federal Lands Designation

See Section E: Designations

ffi Intrinsic Qualities

See Section H: Intrinsic Qualities

ffi Corridor Management Plan

See Section I: Corridor Management Plan

I Passenger Vehicles

All of the routes and roads that make up the Great River Road in Illinois
Scenic Byway safely accommdate Lwo-whee1-drive automobiles with standard
clearances. This has been confirmed by the Illinois Department of
Transportation. In most places, the route is also safe for vehic1es with
trailers and large buses and RVs.
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I Bicycles and Pedestrians

The Great. River Road in Illinois Scenic Byway accommodates bicycle and
pedestrian traffic. A 62.5-mil-e bike path is under consLruction along
t.he route of the Great River Road from Mississippi Palisades State Park
in Savanna to Sunset Park in Rock Island, where it meets with the
American Discovery Trail crossing. At this t.ime, approximately 42 miles
have been built. This portion of the bike path is primarily a two-lane
off-road trail winding through the trees and over specially constructed
bridqes following the route 'of t.he Great River Road in Illinois. This
public-private partnership is administered through the Great River Trail
Council, a delegated authority of the Bi-State Regional Commission, in
association with U.S. Fish and Wildl-ife Service, Corps of Army Eng,ineers,
Illinois DeparLment of Transportation, and the Illinois Department of
Nat.ura1 Resources. The Great River Trail is part of the larger Grand
rllinois Trail Program, a 500-mi1e loop trail system in NorLhern
I11inois. When completed, the trail will be a combination of dedicated
trails and road*surface routes along the Great. River Road Route from
Galena to Rock Island.

Mississippi River Hiking and Biking Commission, part of the Lower
Mississippi Delta Center in Memphis, Tennessee, is in the final stages ofplanning the Mississippi River Trai1, a bike rouLe through seven states
along the Mississippi River. The route in sout.hern Illinois follows road
surfaces from Chester Lo Cairo. The route corresponds to the route of
the Great River Road in fllinois only at some points. The northernportion of this route will correspond to the Great River Trail and Grand
Illinois Trail described above. The route between Rock Island and

, ihest.er has not yet. been select.ed.
t

In addition, the Old Chain of Rocks Bridge, Old Route 66, has been
converted int.o the worrd's longest. pedestrian and bike bridge.
The many sma11 communities along the route have employed various traffic
calming devices to allow citizens to cross the route.

ffi Seasonat Limitations

Generally, the entire route of the Great River Road in rllinois Scenic
Blnaray is within the 1-00 year flood pIain. While flooding does not. occur
regularly, roads are closed and detours marked when flooded, aiding the
byway t.raveler.

! Destination Unto Itself (All-American Roads only)

No text provided.

Tour Buses (All-American Roads only)

No text provided.

User Facilities (All-American Roads only)

No text provided.

Promotional Plan (All-American Roads only)

No text provided.

U

(
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I Tourism Plan (Atl-American Roads only)

, *o text provided.

[--1 Vfuttitingual Facilities (All-American Roads only)

Languages available: None selected

No text provided.

Section H: Intrinsic Qualities
Choose one intrinsic quality ofregional significance.

I Archaeological ! Cultural

! Natural f, Recreational

Historical

ffi Historical

I Scenic

Like many potential scenic blrvuays, the Great River Road in f llinois
Scenic Byway possesses varyj-ng 1eveIs of al-I the six intrinsic resources.
After considerable discussion during the preparation of the Corridor
Management P1an, preliminary inguiries int.o tourism and vi-sitation
trends, and consistency of resource dist.ribution along t.he identified
scenic byway rout,e, Lhe byway advocates elected to focus on historica]
and r,ecreaLional resources as the principal intrinsic resources for the
Great River Road.

storic Resources

As one of Lhe most significant transportation corridors in North America,
the Mississippi River has fostered, supported and influenced settlement
and t.ravel from prehistoric t.imes t.o the present. Illinois' location
within this larger context has provided the Great River Road corridor in
Illinois with a particularly rich hist.ory. The Cahokia Mounds Unit.ed
Nations worl-d He::itage site, just off the blnuay, showcases the most.
advanced and highly structured Native American city in North America.
The French were some t.he earliest European settlers, establishingr theparish of the Church of the HoIy Family in 1699. The vertj-cal 1og church
built in L799 is now a Nat.i-onal Historic Landmark. As is Pierre Menard's
home in Randolph County, built in the late l-Bth century.

Nauvoo, t,he religious, governmental, and cultural cenLer of .Toseph
Smith's Church of Latter Day Saint.s, rivaled Chicago for size by 1846.
It was from here, in t.he shadow of the great l-imestone temple (now being
reconstructed) that his followers fled to find a new home in utah after
his deat.h. Natura1 resources along the rj-ver spawned many cornmunities,
including Galena. Fu1l-y restored, this lead-mining boomtown 1ed a short
but prosperous life in the 1-9th century. Today visiLors walk the narrow
sLreet,s of this National Register District town where General Ullyses S.
Grant lived before leading the country to victory in the Civil War and
being elected presj-dent. Grant also commanded Fort. Defiance, the
sout,hern terminus of the Great River Road.

t .1linois' strategic location along the great river saw the establishment
of several other milj-tary installations, as well. Saukenak, the village
where the Black Hawk State Historic Site currently 1ies, was the site of
the westernmost battl-e of the Revofutionary War. That area later served
as Bl-ack Hawk's stronghold during the Black Hawk Wars in 1830s. The

(
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Historical (Continued)

restored Fort du Chartres was built in the 1750s by the French and played
a major rofe in the French and Indian Wars. SEone ramparLs have been
reconstruct.ed around the remaining original powder magazine, and the
archaeological- remains of earlier wooden forts are preserved. The French
afso buil-t nearby Fort Kaskaskia in the l-740's. Later 1862, the Rock
Isfand Arsenaf was established at the sj-te of Fort Armstrong. Rock
Isfand Arsenaf remains the largest working arsenaf in the country.

The Mississj-ppi Ri-ver also played a significant rofe in the Underground
Railroad and Afri can-American history. Numerous "stations" are sprinkl-ed
through communities a1I along the river, including Brookfyn, the first
community incorporated by African-Americans on t.he eve of the
ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment. Dred ScoEt stayed overnig:ht in
t.he Thebes CourLhouse at the time of the fandmark Supreme Court decision.
Abraham Lincoln also practiced 1aw in this hand-hewn stone building
whife riding circuit.
More recent. hj-story showcases the fock and dam system harnessing the
uississi-ppi River for commercial navigation (sit.es are visible from or
accessed by the Great River Road) . The ,john Deere Cent.er in Moline
prowides educationaf exhibits and machinery displays interpreting the
history of agricul-ture in the United SLates. The signaEure ye1low and
green equipment is visib1e from the glass pavilion alongside t.he creat
River Road. Near East SE. Louis, road buffs can walk the O1d Chain of
Rocks Bridge, Route 66's original point of crossing the Mississippi
River. Route 66-era architecture and sj,gns are still found along the- Great River Road in this area. Even the history of the devastating 1993
flood provides a story unparalleled in American history.(

Recreational

Glacial- action and a living rj,ver have provided a landscape and
recreat.ional resources distinct. Lo the region. The Mississippi River and
its affiliated landscape provide the j-deal- opportuniEy for boEh passive
and active recreation, tent and traifer camping, river activities, bird
watching, hunting, fishing, qolfing, biking, snor,'nnobif ing, ice fishing,
and skiing. Less active visitors migiht enjoy visiting Ehe many
vineyards, riverboaL. casinos, anEiquing districts, or just strolling
al-ong t.he many surfaced trails and overlooks. Many of the camping
facilities have showers, t.oifets, and RV dump stations. There are weff
over Ehirty-five boat rarnps and river access areas along the route of Che
Great River Road in tlfinoj-s. In addition, many of the lakes included in
the Exploration Routes also provide boat ramps for most t]4)es of craft.
In addition to the Shawnee National Eorest, t.here are EwenEy-nine staEe
recreation and/or conservation areas along the route of the Great River
Road. This nomination form can onl-y highlight some of the mosE notable.
Mississippi Palisades SEaEe Park and Nationaf Landmark a11ows visj-tors
phenomenal views to and from the bluffs (palisades) along Ehe Mississippi
River. The facilities for tent and trailer camping, fishing, cross-
country skiingr, and ice fishing are top-notch. Big River State I'orest, a
2,900-acre facility dedicated t.o demonstraEing sound forestry practices.
f-ire breaks and a fire tower afford breathtaking views and hikes. In
nearly the same area, camping, hiking, and river and fake fishing are
avai-1able at Delabar State Park. In the south, Horseshoe Lake
Conservation Area is one of the lovef i-esE. places to hike, camp, hunt, and
boat. Horseshoe Lake is a quiet, shal-l-ow lake lined wiEh cy1>ress and



JJ

Recreational (Continued)

tupelo gum as well as wild lotus.

A 62.5-mi1e bike path is under construction along the route of the Great
River Road from Mississippi Palisades State Park in Savanna to Sunset
Park in Rock Island, where it. meets with the American Discovery Trail
crossing. At t.his time, approximat.ely 42 miles have been bui1t. This
portion of the bike path i-s primarily a two-lane off-road trail winding
througrh the trees and over specially constructed bridges following the
route of the Great River Road in rllinois. This public-prj-vate
partnership is administered through t.he Great River Trail Council, a
delegated authority of the Bi-State Regional Commission, in association
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Corps of Army Engineers, Illinois
Department of TransporLation, and the Il-linois Department of Natural
Resources. The Great. River Trail is part of t.he larger Grand Illinois
Trail Program, a 500-mi1e loop trail system in Northern Illinoj-s. When
completed, the trail will be a combination of dedicated t.rails and road-
surface rouLes along the Great River Road Route from Galena to Rock
Island.

Mississippi River Hiking and Biking Commission, part of t.he Lower
Mississippi Delta Center in Memphis, Tennessee, is 1n the final sLaqes ofplanning t.he Mississippi River Trail, a bike route t.hrough seven states
along the Mississippi River. The route in southern Ill-inois follows road
surfaces from Chester to Cairo. The route corresponds to t.he route of
the Great River Road in lllinois only at some points. The northernportion of t.his route will correspond to the Great River Trail and Grand
Illinois Trail described above. The route between Rock fsland and.Jhester has not yet been selected.

In addit.ion, the Old Chain of Rocks of Bridge, OId Route 66, near East
St. Louis, has been converted to t.he world's longest pedestrian and
bicycle bridge.

Services for hunters line Lhe bprray in the southern reaches, and many of
the state facilit.ies maintain hunting grounds.

(

Section I: Corridor Management Plan

X a map identifying the corridor boundaries, location of intrinsic qualities, and land uses in the corridor.

[] en assessment of the intrinsic qualities and their "context" (the areas surrounding them).

X e strategy for maintaining and enhancing each of those intrinsic qualities.

I fne agencies, groups, and individuals who are part of the team that will cany out the plan, including a list of
their specific, individual responsibilities. Also, a schedule of when and how you'll review the degree to which
those responsibilities are being met.

X a strategy of how existing development might be enhanced and new development accommodated to preserve
the intrinsic qualities of your byway.

F'

XI

A plan for on-going public participation.

A general review of the road's safety record to locate hazards and poor design, and identify possible
corrections.
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Section I: Corridor Management Plan (Continued)

,M e plan to accommodate commercial traffic while ensuring the safety of sightseers in smaller vehicles, as wellI as bicyclists, joggers, and pedestrians.

[] e [sting and discussion of efforts to minimize anomalous intrusions on the visitor's experience of the byway.

[] Documentation of compliance with all existing local, state, and federal laws about the control of outdoor
advertising.

I e plan to make sure that the number and placement of highway signs will not get in the way of the scenery,
but still be sufficient to help tourists find their way. This includes, where appropriate, signs for international
tourists who may not speak English fluently.

I Plans of how the byway will be marketed and publicized.

X 4", proposals for modifying the roadway, including an evaluation about design standards and how proposed
changes may affect the byway's intrinsic qualities.

X e description of what you plan to do to explain and interpret your byway's significant resources to visitors.

Comments

This Corrid.or Management Plan has been designed to look back to the past
and to envision the fut.ure. It recoqnizes the natural landscape thaL is
so attractive to visitors is equally attractive to farmers and
developers. The CMP seeks to suggest balance and recommend alternatives
for better development, stronger cornmunities, a more stable economy and a

i' nore attractive envi-ronment. A11 of t.his is attainable with foresight.' and planning.

Actions identified have been recommended based on community input. during
the planning process for t.his document. The execution of such actions
ultimately lies in the communities of the Great. River Road in Illinois.
It is anticipated that many of the actions identified in this CMP will- be
executed j-n a voluntary manner. Any changes in community or count,y
policies as a result of Lhis CMP wiII be subject. t.o the will and approval
of the individuals and communities in which such actions would be
established.

Actions for the preservat.ion, management, marketing and improvement of
the Great. River Road in Illinois were divided into the following six
focus areas: General Management, Protection and Management,
Interpretat.ion and Ed"ucatlon, Marketing and Tourism, Infrastructure
Improvements and Enhancements, and Safety.

I
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Section J: Abstract
r'-'periencing the Mississippi River for the first time is a memory few can

tget. It. is an awesome river. That awe may be through the power of
flood, or the beauty of a golden sunset reflectingr off sti1l winter
waters which, for a moment, turn graceful steel bridges into shj-mmering
Iines of color.

Looking out over the river, it is almost impossible to comprehend the
complex layers of history acted out. along its banks. From the large
communities of the Hopewell fndian culture-the most complex society in
North America (c. AD 700 to 1400)-and early French colonial settlements
and fortifications; to the frightened, cautious and optimistic eyes of
slaves seeking freedom on the Underground Railroad, this corrid.or has
played a role in many of this continents most dramatic hours. It is
difficult to cornprehend that nearly 15t of the nation's shipping passes
t.hrough t.he river's complex system of locks and dams ; or that such
commercial activity can occur under the spreading wings of the nbwly
thriving American bald eag1e. people, places, modern cities, and
forgott.en villages; productive fields, rich soils and sentinel silos; and
uniting them all a river and a road-the Great River Road.

It is from the Great. River Road that most, visitors and resi-denLs
understand and define their relat.ionship with the Mississippi. It is
from the Great River Road t.hat the hi-storic sites and cultural
artifact.s-from Nat.ive American mounds to Joseph Smith's temple--can be
accessed. Whether directly alongr Lhe banks of t.he river or winding
t.hrough the vast. flood plain miles from the water, The Great River Road
i ..ks resources, people and history.
(

Section K: Visual Aids

Brochure/
Pamphlet

Great. River Road Brochure

This Great River Road
Brochure was produced by t.he
Western Ill-inois Tourism
Development Office and is
available at Illinois Visit.or
Information Centers.

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Ill-inois
Tourism
Development. Office

Copyright Date

1-999

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Brochure/
Pamphlet

Great River Road in Illinois
Map

This map was produced by the
Illinois Department of
Transportation and locates
many resources. Each
resource and facilj-ty, such
as boat rarnps and picnic
areas, is described. This
map is used on the IDOT
information kiosks along the
rouLe.

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

rllinois
Department. of
Transport.ation

Copyright Date

L999

Permission Granted?

N

Electronic Version?

N

l

Caption & Description
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Section K: Visual Aids (Continued)

Map Name IMap Lab"l
I

I

I

Copyright Holder

Western I]linois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

199 I

Photographic
Print

Print A: Farm in .fo Daviess
County

The rollingr hi11s around
Galena in Jo Daviess county
make beautiful sweeping views
of farmland. This part of
the state in nonglaciated.

Permission Granted?

Y

Eleckonic Version?

N
Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1999

Photogrraphic
Print

Print B: River View in Jo
Daviess County

At many points along the
bluffs of the Mississippi
River fabulous sunsets can be
seen. Permission Granted?

I

Electronic Version?

N
Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1999

Photographic
Print

(

Print C: Galena National
Register Historic District
Galena's main street is
graced by an unbroken wal1 of
beautifully restored
st.orefronts. This district.
is a well-known shopping and
antiquing destination.

Permission Granted?

Y

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1,999

Photographic
Print

Print. D: Great River Trail
Plans for the 52 .S-mi]e Great
River Trail are underway, and
42 miles have been built.
The trail will run from
Mississippi palisades St.ate
Park and to Sunset park in
Rock Island.

Permission Granted?

I

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

L999

Photographic
Print

Print E: John Deere Pavilion

The lTohn Deere Pavilion, in
the center of Moline, is part
of the larger Jon Deere
center with trolley rides to
other Deere sites and the
,John Deere store. The
Pavilion features vintage and
modern agricultural- equipment.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N
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Section K: Visual Aids (Continued)

Photographic
Print

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Il-linois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1998

Print F: Lock and Dam #15
near Arsenal Island

The lock and dam system is a
critical part of the history
of the Mississippi River.

Permission Granted?

I

Electronic Version?

N
Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1998

Photographic
Print

Print G: Covered Bridge in
Henderson County

This covered bridge was moved
to this location by citizens
and is the center piece of a
rest area. There is a Great
River Road information kiosk
here. The winter is just as
love1y along the Great. River
Road.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1998

Photographic
Print

Print H: Nauvoo
Mansi-on, Church of Latter Day
Saint.s Site

A hi-storic siLe in Nauvoo
interpret.ed by the ,foseph
Smith Historic Center. The
building was built in 1843,
the peak of Nauvoo, for
,Joseph Smith.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

WesLern Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1-999

Photographic
Prl_nt

Print f: Lily pads
Mississippi River,
Count.y

This is a typical spring
scene along the Mississippi
River and the GreaL. River
Road.

in the
Hancock

Permission Granted?
a,
f

Electronic Version?

N
Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1_999

Photographic
Print.

Print. ,f : River Boat on the
Mississippi

Ri-ver boat tours are
available at certain points
along the Great River Road.
Sunsets along the Mississippi
River are spectacular.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N
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Section K: Visual Aids (Continued)

Photographic
Print

Print K: O1d Chain of Rocks
Bridse (1929)

This bridge was Ehe original
point at which Route 66
crossed the Mississippi. The
24-degree bend shown here was
engrineered to make the trip
safer for barges as they
navigated the historic waLer
intake towers. The bridge is
now a bike/pedestrian pat.h.

Name I MaD Lab"lI'

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Offj-ce

Copyright Date

]-997

Permission Granted?

Y

Electronic Version?

N

Photographic
Print

Print L: Lock and Dam #27
with pleasure boats

The lock and dam system is a
fascinating feature of the
Miss j-ssippi River. Here
pleasure craft get a ride
through Lhe lock. They are
waiti-ng for the Lank to fi1l
to the appropriate level.

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1,999

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

.Photographic
t int

Print M: View of the bluffs
in Monroe County

Monroe and Randolph Count.ies
are lined with the impressive
l-imest.one bluffs of the
Mississippi River. These
bluffs were quarried for many
years, and their stone can be
found in Fort de Chartres and
the buildings in the town of
Prai-rie du Rocher.

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1-999

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Photographic
Print

Print N: View of the
Mississippi River Bottoms in
Union County

The American Bottoms are a
f1at, sometimes swampy but
very fertile, area in the
flood plain of the
Mississippi River. Views,
such as this one, can be
enjoyed from t.he bluff -tops.

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1,999

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

(
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Section K: Visual Aids (Continued)

Photographic
Print

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Western Illinois
Touri-sm
Development Office

Copyright Date

1"999

Print O: Fishing at Horseshoe
Lake in Union County

Horseshoe Lake is a shallow
serene lake surrounded by
clpress and gum tupelo.
Fishing is a favorite
activity in the Iake.
Camping and hunting facities
are also available.

Permission Granted?
\/
I

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyrighl Holder

Western Illinois
Tourism
Development Office

Copyright Date

1"999

Photog'raphic
Print

Magnolia Manor in

Magnolia Manor was a fine
home during the peak of
Cairo's prominence as a
shipping town. House tours
are avai-labIe. Cairo is the
southern terminous of the
Great River Road.

Print P:
Cairo

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

t0/99

Phot.ographic
Print

(

View of River from

The relationship between the
Great River Road and the
Mississippi River is very
strong. Visitors can see and
access t.he river from the
road. This scene is near
Nauvoo.

Print a
Road

Permission Granted?

I

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

t0/99

Photographic
Print

Print. R: Great River Road
through Hil-ls

Permission Granted?

Y

Eleckonic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriot.t
Copyright Date

1,0 / 99

Color Sl-ide

Vi-ew of entranie to downtown
Galena Hist.oric District.

Slide A: Historic Galena

Permission Granled?

Y

Electronic Version?

N

Hay bales and trees line the
Great River Road at this
particularly scenic stret.ch
in Rock Is1and County.

l
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Section K: Visual Aids (Continued)

Col-or Slide Map Name Map Label

Copyrighl Holder

Dan Marriott.
Copyright Date

1"0 / 99

Slide B: View of Galena
across fields

Galena has a tight historic
core that is complemented by
bucolic surroundings such as
this view a few miles south
of town. This image shows
Galena' s place in t.he
landscape.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

10/99

Co]or Slide Slide C: Viewing Tower South
of Galena

South of Galena, this tower
affords visit.ors vi-ews of the
unglaciated surroundings .

There are many scenic
overl-ooks along the Great.
River Road.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

L0/99

Col-or S1ide Great River Road in
fnformation Kiosk

Twenty-two of these
information kiosks have been
placed along the Great River
Road by the Illinois
Department of Transportation.
They include maps showing
points of interest.

Slide E:
Illinois

Permission Granted?
\a
I

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

]-0/99

Color Slide Andulusia Public Use

There are many picnic areas
along the Great Rj-ver Road
and tucked in t.he many St.ate
Forests and Parks.

Slide F
Area

Permission Granted?

I

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyrighl Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

t0/99

Color Slide Slide G: Bean Harvesl in
Mercer County

This slide shows the road's
relationship to the working
agricultural landscape .

Understanding t.hat "city"
visitors will be interested
in t.hese tlpes of scenes, the
byway committee will be
developingi an educational
brochure about agriculture.

Permission Granted?

Y

Electronic Version?

N

{
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Section K: Visual Aids (Continued)

Color Slide Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

1"0 / 99

Slide H: Agriculture in
Henderson County

The Great River Road affords
visitors t.remendous
opportunities to view
agricultural buildings and
work. One of the acti-ons in
the Corridor Manag,ement. plan
is to develop an education
brochure about the many tlrpes
of agriculture found along
the route.

Permission Granted?

-f

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriot.t
Copyright Dale

L0/99

Color Sl-ide Slide f: View of River from
Road

The relatj-onship between the
Mississippi River and the
G::eat River Road is very
strong. This view is from
along IL Route 96 between
Nauvoo and Warsaw.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

t0/99

Slider--olor Great River Road
Wheel Sign

The Great River Road is
already well marked with
green Pilot's wheel signs.
The "INFO" sig'ns direct
travelers to the designated
interpretive sit.es.

S1ide ,J
Pilot.'s

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

1,0 / 99

Color Slide S1ide K: Farmland and Great.
River Road in Pike County

This view from fL Route 96
shows the roads relationship
to it.s agricultural-
surroundings. The byway
commi-ttee has committed to
developing an edcational
brochure describing t.he
agricultural sites found
along the road.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

1"0 / 99

L: Silos in Pike County

from IL Route 96

SIide

vl_ew

Permission Granted?

.I

Electronic Version?

N

I

Color Slide
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Section K: Visual Aids (Continued)

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott.
Copyright Date

t0/99

Slide M: View of Madison
County from St. Louis

The Mississippi River is a
working river with many
railroad and aut.omobile
crossingrs. It is also an
industrial center. The
Madison County Exploration
Route will allow visitors t.o
see that legacy.

Permission Granted?
\ZI

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

L0/99

Color Slide Sli-de N: Great River Road
dipping through Hi1ls

The Great River Road passes
through a variety of
landscapes.

Permission Granted?
a/I

Electronic Version?

N
Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Date

1-0 / 99

Route 3 Sign and

Much of the Great River Road
is lined with beautiful corn
f ields. This view i-s from
Rock Island County as the
Great River Road bases
through the American Bottoms

Slide O: IL
Farmland

Permission Granted?

Y

Electronic Version?

N

Map Name Map Label

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Copyright Dale

L0/99

Slide P: Bend in the Great
River Road

Scene showj-ng Lhe
reLationship of the road with
its surroundings.

Permission Granted?

Y
Electronic Version?

N

Color Slide

Section L: Marketing
To what degree is the byway able to handle increased visitation? (1=Poor, 5=Excellent) 4

Does the byway group agree that increased visitation is a goal for the nominated route? yes
Enter any comment below:

The communities all see increased visitation as a means of showcasing
their history and generating economic development through heritage
tourism. The communities are cognizant of the fact that tourism and
agricultural uses need to be carefully balanced to insure that the
working landscape continues to be viable and stable and thereby continue
to be a resource worthy of visitation.

'pe )aption & Description ,, 
'

Color Slid.e

Color Slide
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Section L: Marketing (Continued)
p-ovide basic driving directions for a visitor to reach the nominated route by using major cities and towns as' lmarks:

From Chicago to Ga1ena/East Dubuque:*Take U.S. Highway 20 west to Galena or East Dubuque.

From Chicago to t.he euad Cit,ies:*Take Interst.ate 88 west to Int.erstate B0 west (Exit #4). Take
Int.erstate B0 west t.o U.S Route 84 (Exit #1) . Route 84 is Great River
Road
*Take Int.erstate 55 south to Interstate 80. Take fntersLate 80 west tou.s' Route 84 (Exit #1) . Rout.e 84 is Great. River Road.

From Cedar Rapids to East Dubuque:*Take U.S. Route 151 north to U.S. Route 20 in Dubuque. Trave1 across
t.he river on U.S. Rout.e 20 into East Dubuque.

From St. Louis to the Great River Road:*Take Interstate 270 east across the river into Illinois. Take theIllinois Route 3 south exit. This is where an exploration route beqins.or take 270 to the Illinois Route 1l-1 south exit. This is where the mainroute picks up again.*Take Int.erstate 64 east, across the river into Illinois. Take therllinois Route 3 sout.h exit.. This is the main route of the Great

Provide contact information for an agency that can handle calls and questions regarding the designated route:
I\ Agency: Western Illinois Tourism Development Office

Phone: 3 0 9 - 837 -7 460
E-mail: witc@macomb . com

Does the byway have a marketing plan? No

If the byway has a web site, enter the URL below:

Action L-4 of Corridor Management plan recommends developing web siLe
Do you have-contact with or are you directly connected with your state's tourism office or an active tourism
organization? yes
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Section M: Signatures
o'rte Scenic Byways Agency Representative

Keith Sherman Date
Chief, Planning & Systems

(

i
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Section N: Attachments

State or Federal Lands Designation Verj-fication
Corridor Management PIan
Primary Byway Map

USGS or Similarly-Detailed Maps

Visual Aids (35)

Completed Visual aid Release Forms

r-l
i

L-l

tr
Tr
l

I

(
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Copyright Permission

,.P"arg certify that the Federal Highway Administration, National Scenic Byways Program, and its partners, havei^ -nission to use the visual aids indicated below in press releases, disphyi, brochurel, and at the dnnouncement
event.

Gopyright Holder

Western Illinois Tourism Development Office
Print name of signer: Print title of signer:

Signature Date

Print H: Nauvoo Mansion,church of Latter Day Saints site
Great River Road Brochure

Print A: Farm in ,Jo Daviess County

Print B: River View in ,Jo Daviess County

Print c: Galena Nationar Register Historic District
Print D: Great River Trail
Print E: John Deere pavil_ion at Night
{ nt F: Lock and Dam #l-5 near Arsenal- Isl-and
Print G: Covered Bridge in Henderson County

Print r: Lily pads in t.he Mississippi River, Hancock county
Print. J: River Boat on t.he Mississippi
Print K: OId Chain of Rocks Bridge (Lgzg)

Print L: Lock and Dam #27 with pleasure boats
Print M: View of the bluffs in Monroe County

Print N: view of the Mississippi River Bottoms in union
County

Print O: Fishing at Horseshoe Lake in Union County

Print P: Magnolia Manor in Cairo

1-998

1_999

199 8

1-999

1,ggg

L999

1-999

1-998

199 8

1,ggg

L999

4991

:l.999

1-999

1-999

1-999

L999

t.
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Copyright Permission
Prease certify that the Federal Highway Adminisuation, National Scenic Byways Program, and its partners, haveI .nission to use the visual aids indicated below in press releases, displays, brochurei, and at the announcement
event.

Copyright Holder

Dan Marriott
Print name of signer:

Signature Date

Sl-ide A:

Slide B:

S]ide E:

Slide H:

Slide C:

Sl-ide f :

Slide J:

de O:

Slide K:

Slide G:

Slide F:

Slide M:

Slide P:

Slide L:

Sl-ide N:

Print Q:

Print R:

Historic Galena

View of Ga1ena across fields
Great River Road in Illinois fnformation Kiosk
Agriculture in Henderson County

Viewing Tower South of Galena

View of River from Road

Great, River Road Pilot's Wheel Sign

fL Route 3 Sign and Farmland

Farmland and Great Rj-ver Road 
. in pike County

Bean Harvest. in Mercer County

Andulusia Public Use Area

View of Madison County from St. Louis

Bend in the Great River Road

Silos in Pike County

Great River Road dipping through HlIls
View of River from Road

Great River Road t.hrough Hil1s

1,0 / 99

L0/99

1-0 / 99

1-0 / 99

t0/99

L0/99

1,0 / 99

1_0 / 99

t0/99

L0/99

1,0 / gg

1-0 / 99

1,0 / 99

1,0 / 99

1_0 / 99

L0/99

t0/99

i

lnrint 

titte of signer:
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Foreword

Experiencing the Mississippi River for the first time is a memory few ever forget.
My first memory ofthe Mississippi in Illinois was of an angry river in 1993. The
turbulent brown waters were swirling around and through the resources and landscapes
this corridor management plan was written for. It is an awesome river. That awe may be
through the power of flood, or the beauty of a golden sunset reflecting offstill winter
waters and, for a moment, turning graceful steel bridges into shimmering lines of color.
Landscape historim^s would refer to the river and her landscape as "sublime'L -a visual
cxJx.rir:rrcc tlillicrrlt to t,<lrrqrrelrcrrrl or slrure

Looking out over the river, it is almost impossible to conrprehend the laycrs o1
history acted out along its banks. Fromthe large communities of the complex Hopewell
Indian culture enriched by a web oftrade enabled by river traffic to the gazesofthe
frightened, cautious and optimistic eyes of slaves seeking freedonr, and the frightened,
cautious and optimistic eyes of those who sought to assist thenr, the river playid a role in
many of this continent's most dramatic hours. It is dfficult to comprehend that nearly
l5% of the nation's shipping passes through the river's complex system of locks and
dams; or that such commercial and industrial activity can occur under the spreading
wings of the newly thriving American bald eagle. People, places, modern cities, and
forgotten villages; productive fields, rich soils and sentinel silos; and uniting them all a
river and a road-the Great River Road.

Most visitors and residents understand and define their relationship with the
Mississippi River by experiencing it from the Great River Road. Whether directly along
the banks of the river or winding tluough the vast flood plain miles from the water, the
Great River Road links resources, people and history. It is important, therefore, as we
begin a new millennium to consider the role ofthe Great River Road in western Illinois.
Whttt ltcw opporturtilics il rnay lend us lo, imd wlurt unwclcomc clnnges it rrury h.irrg?

I lris (-lorridor N{uttagcnrcnt Plan has t^-en dcsigned to ltlok hrck to tlrc 1ru.st and to
envision the future. It recognizes the natural landscape that is so attractive to visitors and
equally attractive to farmers and developers. The Corridor Marngement Plan seeks to
suggest balance and recommend alternatives for better development, stronger
communities, a more stable economy and a more attractive environment. Atl ofthis is
attainable with foresight and planning.

The strength of a Corridor Management Plan lies in its holistic focus on a single
point in time at a large scale and complex region such as the Great River Road in western
Illinois. It cannot regulate or comrnand activity, but it can inspire and direct action It
can serve as a touchstone for decision making and remind local residents of the great
opportunities and responsibilities that come from living in so significant an area. And, if
properly used and valued, it can continue to grow and evolve to serve the needs of the
communities and residents of the corridor into the future.
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This plan was based on the input and recommendations ofthe people of westem
Illinois. It is your plan. Read it carefully and take its advice to heart. Remember, too,
that great accomplishments do not occur over night, but are the result of thoughtful
plaruring and dialogue. Whenever in doubt of the future ofyour community go stand by
the river, or in a farm field, or the center of your town and ask yourself why you live in
sttclt u spc'clttcular plucc. 'l'hcn a.skyoursclf if chlngc willeltlmnce: or dcllircl li'onr your
i<lcalizctl visiott. You will ttccd to look flor unswers liont witlrilr- -allt:rall. how can any,
tttltcr lutttlscupc 0ontpurc to thc Mississippi l(iver and her Orcat ltivcr Road.

- Dan Marriott, Director Rural Heritage Program, National Trust for Historic Preservation

4Great River Road in lllinois Corridor Management plan



Chapter One:

Background
The Great River Road

The Great River Road parallels the Mississippi River from its source in Minnesota to the
Gulf ofMexico. The 3,000 miles of federaf state, and county roads that make up the
Great River Road traverse woodlands, farmlands, and river towns north-south through the
heart of our vast country.

The Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway refers to segments of that
massive route that wind along the edge ofthe Mississippi for over 550 miles, tluough 15
counties and 59 incorporated communities in Illinois. In these counties, historical,
recreational, scenic, cultural, economic and scientific resources significant to the State of
Illinois and the nation can be found. This portion of the route was designated as a
National Scenic Byway on June 15, 2000, along with segments of the Great River Road
in Minnesot4 Wisconsrn, and Iowa.

The Mississippi River Parkway Commission

'[h('4,fl3tl-kikrnreter (3,(XX) mile) continuous (ireat lUver Road stretchcs l'irlrrr ('nnada to
thc Cull'ol'Mcxico, picking up its lirst views of the Mighty Mississiltpinear its
headwaters in Minnesota and criss-crossing the river tlrough the ten Mississippi River
states. Travelers can enjoy the scenery, history, and culture along the Great River Road.

Franklin Roosevelt was President when the Mississippi River Planning Commission
(I!RPC) was formed in 1938 to develop plans for what was to become the Great River
Road. Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes had urged the governors ofthe 10
Mississippi River states to form the Commission after being convinced ofthe merit of a
Mississippi River Parkway by a group of state planning officials. The planning officials
had been developing the concept of a Mississippi River Parkway as an extension of an
idea for a recreational river road that had been first put forward by the Missouri Planning
Board in 1936.

The Commission was to become instrumental not only in the early planning and
development ofthe parkway, but in its constructiog promotioru marketing, and

development. Now known as the MississippiRiver Parkway Commission and
headquartered in Minneapolis, the Commission continues to promote, preserve, and
enhance the resources of the Mississippi River Valley and to develop the highways and

iurrcnities ol'thc Grcat lliver Rotrd

1931-1951: fhe Early Years

The U.S. House ofRepresentatives' Committee onPublic Lands held hearings in 1939

and 1940 to discuss a bill that would have authoraed afeasibility study of the Mississippi
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River Parkway concept. While popular, the Parkway idea was soon overshadowed by
World War II.

It was not until 1949 tt:m;t Congress approved funding for a feasibility study. The study,
'?arkway for the Mississippi River," was comlrleted by the Bureau of Public Roads
(predecessor agency to the Federal Highway Administration) in 195 1.

Study Conclusion: A Scenic Route, Not a Parkway

The study concluded that a parkway for the Mississippi River would benefit the nation as
a whole. Howevet, the report made an important distinction. Because it would be too
expensive to build an entirely new parkrvay, the Bureau of Public Roads recommended
instead that a scenic route be designated. The scenic route would consist of existing
riverside roads, with new construction limited to interconnecting the existing roads so

that a continuous route could be developed. The existing roads would be upgraded to
parkway quality. The modified approach would save a great deal of land acquisition and
new construction costs. Another consideration was that some ofthe most scenic
locatitlll,r aloug the river lrad alrearly hcen precnrpted by existing highways. ruilror,,ls,
Iowns, rrnd citics.

1954-1970: Planning Studies and Initial Route Markings

With the Federal Highway Act of 1954, Congress responded to the recornmendations of
the Bureau of Public Roads by appropriating planning funds. The Bureau of Public
Roads was authorized to work with each of the states to develop specific criteria for the
'!arkway," and to determine one specific route within each state for the "Mississippi
River Parkway." By the late 1950s, the familiar green and white pilot's wheel marker
began to spring up on various sections of the designated route. Planning continued
throughthe 1960s.

1 97 4- 1 98 3 : Development Begins

With the completion of all the planning reports in early 1970, actual development of the
Great River Road was ready to begin Although a number of states had put up the Great

River Road highway signs and used available state funds for scenic bluffprotection and
road improvements, full-scale development firnds had not been readily available.
Legislation to firnd the development of the Great River Road wa.s included for thc first
lirnc us purt ol'the li'edcrulAid I'lighway Act of 1973. lrrom l973 to l-982, ('ongress

autlxrrircd a totul ol'$314 rnillion iu funds cannarked lbr the Great ltiver Rotd. Most
($251 million) of those funds were allocated directly to the states.

State and Federal Routes

While the national Great River Road criss-crosses the river within each state, the states

have designated alternative routes that provide Great River Road routes on both sides of
the river from the headwaters to the Gun The national of federal Great River Road route
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consists of sections that conformto the FHWA guidelines, and were eligible for the Great
River Road funds that were available in the 1970s and early 1980s. The state-designated
alternative routes include sections with significant scenic, historic, and recreational
interest. The Mssissippi River Parkway Commission makes no distinction between the
federal and state routes in its promotional efforts. However, some states do use highway
signs that distinguish between a national and state route.

Sowce: Mississippi Rtver Parkway Commission, 1999.

Scenic Byways

What is a Scenic Byway?

Scenic hyways are special routes offering travelcrs aoccss to thc beautilll scelrcry and the
oultural nnd natural ricltes of our countly. 'Ihcy rruy be spectaculur destination5 r11sg1r1

altcr by travelers, and they may be locul routes long admired by u cornrnunity lbr a
Sunday drive. They may be rural, suburbaru and urban. They come with different rulmes
*rustic roads, scenic highways, historic roadways, or backways. As long as the
community regards a roadway as a qpecial resource to be promoted and protected, it can
be a scenic byway.

What Types of Scenic Byways Programs are There?

Many programs exist to identify scenic byways at the local, state, and federal level. Such
programs qpicatly establish basic criteria for eligibility and have a system for nomination
and designation. The commitment required of the community and the regulation
administered by the governmental entity are zN varied as the routes. For iome byways,
officially adopted plans, land use regulations, and inventories are required. In other
communities, requests approved by the state department of transportation will suffice for
designation and the erection of special signs to identify the route. In other communities,
a good faith commitment by the citizens and the thoughtful stewardship of landowners
may be sufficient to recognize a scenic byway.

ln gcncral, scenic bywuys nray be recognized tluough one of the {blkrwing prograrns:

Local Programs

Administered at the city, town, and county/borough/parish level, these pro$ams exist to
maintain the special qualities of routes of local importance and use.

P rioate Sector P ro grams

Maintained and administered as private entities, some scenic byways exist entirely within
the private sector. These byways may be part of private corporate properties, or may be
open (sometimes with a fee) to the public. Examples include: the Seventeen-Mle-Drive
in Caltfonfa andthe scenic roads of Calloway Gardens in Georgia.
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State Programs

Administered by state departments oftransportation, byway commissions, and economic
and tourism development offices, these programs identifr routes of significance at the
local and state level. Frequently, state programs seek to represent various categories of
resources-scenic, historic, natural----or to recognize the different geographic regions of
the state. In some states, byways are nominated by local organuahoos foi designation; in

9thot, byways are designated by an administrative body; in others, byways are
designated by individual acts of the legislature, Some state scenic byway-progranrs
require or elrcollrage s(,lne furm of land'usc planning within thc bywny corriclor; in other
slutes, sccnic byway designation implies no particular levelol'nrianagcllrent or
enhancement. A vast majority of states have, or are developing, scenic by*ay progftuns,
but they vary widely in their uiteria and implementation. A description of the iUinois

lcenic Byways Progranl administered by the Illinois Department of Transportation, is
included later in this section

Federal Programs

Programs to designate and manage scenic byways have been developed by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) and the US Forest Service. BLM's pro${lm ofBack Country
Byways includes different types of roads-some accessible only by four-wheel drive
vehicles-which lead the traveler to some ofthe unexplored areas ofthe West. The USFS
has designated over 7,000 miles of scenic byways through national forests throughout the
country. while not specifically designated as scenic byways, nine parkways and
numerous park roads tluough scenic areas are managed by the National Park Service
(I'[PS).

The National Scenic Byways Program

'fhe NutionalScenic Bpvuys Program was established under the lntcrmoclal Surfirce
Trarxportation Efliciency Act of l99l (ISIEA). The Scenic Byways Advisory
Committee, working with the Federal Highway Administration, recommended that the
progrirm designate a system ofNational Scenic Byways and All-American Roads. For a
routo to be eligible for designation as a National Scenic Byway, it must possess one or
more of the six intrinsic qualities identified by the Scenic Byways Advisory Committee
(scenic, historic, culturaf natural, recreational, and archaeological), have a community
committed to its designation and management, and have developed a corridor
management plan.

In addition to National Scenic Byways, the program also designates All-American Roads
(AAR). These roadways represent scenic byway corridors that are promoted more for the
*driVe" than the resources along the road. They are marketed to both domestic and
international travelers. All-American Roads must possess a minimum of two of the six
intrinsic resources. In addition to qualities making them rdestinations unto themselves,"
(the road corridor should be of a caliber that travelers are willing to visit simply to
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experience driving the road). All-American Road designation will require that the
programs and actions identified in the Corridor Management Plan are being implemented.
Designation as an All-American Road will be rare. As of 2000 there were nine Atl-
American Roads designated in the United States.

Nominations for National Scenic Byway designation come from the local level through
thc statcs, atrd most ttomitutions rre existing state scenic byways. Federalagcncics may
alvr nominate byways with the concurence of the state. 'fhe (ireat River Roud irr Illinois
National Scenic Byway was designated on June 15, 2000.

The Illinois State Scenic Byways Program

The Illinois process for designating new state scenic byways is predicated on a
simultaneous FederaVstate designation of the scenic by*ay (see Public Act 89.605).
This process has been acknowledged by the Federal Highway Administration (October
14,1997 letter) as "meeting the basic requirement for national designation.".

Recognizing this unique designation process, the Federal Highway Adminfutration has
indicated that simultaneous designation can occur 'fuhen the Department completes the
segmentation determination process." The Illinois Department of Transportation has
completed the segmentation determination process for the Great River Road in Illinois,
with the result that the entire route, as defined in this corridor management plan, be
included in the scenic byway. By agreement between the Illinois Department of
Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration, the Great River Road in Illinois
National Scenic Byway has been designated a state scenic by*ay now that national
designation has been conferred.

Designation as a Scenic Byway

What does designation as a Scenic Byway mean?

Scenic byway designation at any level (local, state, or federal) provides recognition of the
special qualities and resources of a particular byway and corridor. This official
acknowledgment carries with it a heightened awareness ofthe route and recognition of
the community that sought the designation. It can also carry with it special federal
funding for scenic byways.
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The State of Illinois has received $1,490,998 (FY95-
IrY99) in National Scenic Byways Discretionary (irarrt
Irunding. [)rior to the designation ol'the (ireat River
Itoad in lllinois National Scenic llyway, there were two
designated National Scenic Byways in Illinois. The
Ohio River Scenic Route in Iltinois National Scenic
Byway is part of a three state effort among Illinois,
Indiana, and Ohio. The Meeting of the Great Rivers
National Scenic Byway, in western Illinois, highlights
resources at the meeting ofthe Mississippi,Illinois, and
Missouri fuvers.

For many routes, scenic byway designation will provide
new tourism opportunities, increased visitation, and
economic development. It should always be a source of
pride. Scenic byway designation car1 in some states and
jurisdictio ns, provide :

o additional funding
o identification on state highway maps and other

regional and promotion maps
o increased mairtenatrce rutd highway ctxutruction by

sornc state DO'l's
o technical assistance for management, and
o promotion and development assistance from tourism

and economic development offices.

Designation as a National Scenic Byway by the U.S.
Secretary of Transportation acknowledges the national
significance of a byway corridor.

The Corridor Management Plan

What is a Corridor Management Plan?

Quite simply, a Corridor Management Plan is a
community's plan of action to bring about the vision
acknowledged when the byway planning process first
began. It is a written document outlining a specific plan
of action for a byway. The complexity of the corridor
managcntent plan and the topics it addresses in detail
vary coinnlunity by cornnrunity. A C'orridor
Management Plan, on its own, carries with it no property regulation.

private property, The
corridor managcment plrut

regulation no

corridor managcment pltur
will be cxecuted in a
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A Corridor Managemenl Plan represents a point of beginning. Bringing about a
community's vision requires an outline ofsteps, an approac[ a plan ofaction. The
corridor management plan assembles all the concems, thoughts, and ideas ofthe
community in a single document. Thus, issues and objectives as diverse as increased
tourism development, roadway safety, and a flood history museum can be studied and
planned for from a single community-based document. This helps all community
members to work together, join forces on related projects, and avoid the conflicts that
occur when different organizations, groups or governrnents are planning without
consulting one another.

The Corridor Management Plan does not need to solzle problems. The corridor
maragement plan simply addresses issues and suggests a method or methods by which
goals may be achieved. For example, ifa community has identified increased tourism as
a goa[ the corridor management plan identifies the reason increased tourism is sought
and suggests ways in which it might be accomplished-a tourism board, a rnarketing
progranL the development oftourism facilities such as lodging or restaurant facilities.
The corridor management plan does not need to outline the specifics hvolved with the
development ofthe marketing program example just cited-it simply identifies the need
and suggests a way or ways in which such a program might get startsd. 1-he key to the
success of the conidor nurnagement plan will be in the fotlow-tluough ofan cnergetic
cornmunity that gets together and establishes a specific marketing progranr The corridor
management plaa should establish a reasonable time frame in which activities should be
accomplished and who is going to accomplish thern

What A Corridor Management Plan Can and Cannot Do

It is the purpose ofthis Corridor Partnership Plan to identift ways for growth and
economic development to enhance and sustain the physical, recreational and visual
enjoyment the Great River Road in Illinois corridor provides to resident and visitor alike.

The Corridor Partnership Plan for the Great River Road in Illinois is Designed
to:

o Develop a stronger sense of the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic By.rvay
as a community of linked resources.

o Assist local communities with participating in corridor-wide issues and plans.
o Provide a uniform voice endorsing corridor-wide projects benefiting multiple

organiizations, agenoics! and individuals.
o Facilitate the implernentation ofthe critical actions listsd.
r Increase communication among Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byrray

communities regarding tourism and economic development initiatives.
. Provide a framework by which economic development may be encouraged without

compromising the quality of lile enjoyed by the residents ofthe region.
o Invite an ongoing comnitment by resource management agencies.
o Provide a stronger lobbying block to solicit fi.rnding for corridor-wide projects.
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Fulfill the Corridor Management Plan requirement for designation as a National
Scenic Byway.
Be a flexible plan that can be modified over time as necessary.

The Coridor Partnership Plan for the Great River Road in Illinois is
NOf Designed to:
o Prohibit new construction or development.
o Impose any regulation on any county, land agency, clty, or town along the route.
o Require the adoption of any new local ordinances or special districts.
. Deny any community its right to pursue funding for local projects.
o Require participation in corridor-wide projects or programs.
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Chapter Two:

The Route
The Great River Road

The management of the National Great River Road has been spearheaded by the
Mississippi River Parkway Commission (MRPC) since 1939. Now, the MRPC has
encouraged individual states to nominate their segments to the National Scenic Byway
Program with the everrtual goalol'linking the nominations together. [n 2000, scgments
of the Great River Road in Wisoonsin, Minnesota, and Iowa were also designuted
National Scenic Byways.

While the main route of the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic By*ay
corresponds to the main route ofthe Great River Road as recognized by the MRPC in
segments, there are a few differences and gaps. The Great River Road in Illinois
National Scenic Byway does not include all ofthe spurs found along the Great River
Road-MRPC.l However, the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway does
include additional, alternate routes called Exploration Routes.

With several overlapping routes, the potential for confusion about the route of the Great
River Road is very high. It is critical to understand the differences among the routes and
the extent oftheir corridors and viewsheds because those differences have significant
implications for funding, administratioru and clarity in visitor experience.

Defining the Route

For the purposes of this Corridor Management Plan, the following definitions will be

used for clarity.

The Great River Road-MRPC

The Great River Road-MRPC refers to the route currently recognized by the Mississippi
Parkway Commission and the State of Illinois. This route has three distinct parts, the
State Route, the National Route, and the Spurs. This conidor numagement plan pertairs
to these routes and spurs only where the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic

Byway routes (described below) overlap.

State Route

1 Due to the need to present a principal primary scenic byway route, the inclusion of all the numerous spurs

along the Great River Road would diminish the National Scenic Byways Program goal of a singular route.
As a result a few of the longer spurs have been included, along with the exploration routes. Existing spurs
will continue to be sigrred and promoted as resources and attractions.
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Spurs
In Illinois, the MRPC has recognized numerous spurs that depart the byway and byway
viewshed to provide access to sites and featues. For the most part, these sp*, p.oride
no outlet, thus requiring the visitor to retum along the same route. Features and resources
served by tle spur invite the traveler to park, get out ofthe car, walk and enjoy the
identffied resources. Visitors see brown and white '?ilot,s Wheel' signs indicating the
routes ofthe spurs.

The Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway

The Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byvay refers to the sections of the
Great River Road in Illinois where communities have committed to the National Scenic
Byways Program and to this Corridor Management Plan. For example, this Corridor
Management Plan does not apply to the Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic
Byway, a byway designated in 1998, whir:h rum contiguously with the Greal Rivcr Road-
MRPC in the Allon area nor to the segments within pike County.

The Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byrvay is made up of two distinct parts,
the Main Route, corresponding to segments of the Great River Road-MRpC and the
Exploration Routes, alternate routes, which generally do not correspond to any part ofthe
Great River Road-MRPC.

The State Route of the Great River Road recognized by the MRPC is a t}rough-route
from north-to-south in Illinois following primary and non-primary routes along the
Mississippi River. Visitors see green and white "Pilot's Wheel" signs along the route.

National Route
The National Route of the Great River Road is a single 3,000-mile through-route running
north to south and criss-crossing the Mississippi River through ten river states. The
National Route crosses in and out ol'the state of Illinois. where in Illinois, the National
Iloute oorresponds to the State Route. The green and white ,,pilot,s Wheef'sign is used
to identify both routes, however visitors see signs indicating when the National Route
branches from the State Route.

Main Route
The Main Route of the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway follows the
routes of tle State and National Routes tluough Illinois recognized by the MRpC and
described above, but does not include all segments ofthose routes. All ofthe Main Route
of the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byrvay lies on some part of the State
and National Routes of the Great River Road-MRPC.

Exploration Routes
Several alternate routes have been included in the Great River Road in Illinois National
Scenic Byvay. These segments possess intense intrinsic qualities, are generally less
direct, and offer the traveler unique opportunities for exploring the resources not found
along the Main Route of the Great River Road. Exploration Routes are not intendod to

t4
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colTespond to the Great River Road-MRPC spurs, but in some cases, the routes are the
same.

The Route
The route of the (ireat River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway lns been delined by
the Illinois Department of Transportation in consultation with the communities along the
Great River Road. For the purpose of this Corridor Management Plan the route shall be
defined by the county-by-county description that can be found in the Appendix.

Viewshed
The width of the corridor shall generally be construed to be the 'Aiewshed" fromthe
designated route. Viewshed shall be defined as the otiew" from a passenger automobile
to the left or right. For example, in an urban area, such as Moline, the viewshed may be
the distance from the byway to the buildings located along the adjacent sidewalk, in a
more rural are4 the viewshed may be defined to be the distance seen across farmfields,
such as those seen in Jackson County. Viewshed is a non-legal term. It is used simply to
define a logical area in which the identified actions will principally take place. For the
purpose ofthis corridor management plan, the concept of viewshed is useful in that it
forces individuals and communities to think about how different resources may influence
the road.

The Committee
As one of the first actions associated with this corridor management plan, a (ireal River
Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway Steering Committee will be formed. 'l'his

process is described in detail in Chapter 5: Great River Road Actions. The byway willbe
divided into three regions, each with its own citizencommittee. These committees will
meet regularly and elect chairpersons. The Western Illinois Tourism Development Office
will appoint a staffperson to each committee. The staffperson and the elected chair from
each region and the Western Illinois Tourism Development Office will meet severai
times a year and will constitute the Committee

Administering the Route

Once formed, the Committee members must be aware of both their own perspective of
the route as they administer the route and that of the visitor as he or she travels along the
route. The Committee should concem itself directly only with segments of the Main and
Exploration Routes that lie in communities that have committed to this Corridor
Management Plan and the scenic byway process. However, an attempt should be made to
coordinate all activities with the Mississippi River Parkway Commission, with
neighboring National Scenic Byways, as well as with communities that have not
committed to the Corridor Management Plan.

Funding

There are nuny funding opportunities for projects along the Great River Road. The
funding opportunities now available to communities (i.e., Tourist Attraction Program,
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Marketing Progranr, and'fEA-2t, etc.) are all still available regardless of whcther the
community has committed to this Conidor Management plan and the scenic by"way
pro-cess. However, designation as a National Scenic Byway makes available an
additional source of fimding, the National Scenic Byway Discretionary Grant Fund.

Scenic Bywry Discretionary Grant Funding

The National Scenic Byway Program administers the Discretionary Grant program. This
g_rogram draws from a pool ofmoney set aside expressly for routes designated as
National scenic Byrays. Funding is available for a range ofprojects. Iiowever, only
projects along the Main and Exploration Routes (Great River Road in Illinois National
Scenic Byway) in communities corffnitted to this corridor Management plan and the
scenic byway progess are eligible for Discretionary Grant F.nding. The portion ofthe
Great River Road designated as the Meeting of the Great Rivers Scenic iyway is eligible
thnough a separate corridor Management plan and apprication process. Great Rivei
Y*:NTP9 Spurs along the Grear River Road in Irinois National Scenic Byrvay rnay be
eligible for funding if within the viewshed of the Great River Road in Illinois NationaL
Scenic Byway Main Route. The corridor Management plan w l be available for
reference to all interested communities in the region.

For visitor informatioq sites of interest on the National, State eurd spur Routcs ot rhe
Great River Road-MRPC and not on the Great River Road in Ilrinois National Scenic
Byrvay may be included in promotional materials for the Great River Road in Illinois
National s^cenic Byway made possible tlrough Scenic Byway Discretionary Grant
flrnding, if members of the committee conclude that the inclusion of such i.ro**,
supports the goals of this corridor Management plan. However, Discretionary Grant
funding cannot be used for physical improvements (i.e., pull-ofls, rest areas, ,rg*g"l
along segments of the Great River Road-MRpc that are not part of the Great iivlr'Road
in Illinois National Scenic Byway.

The Discretionary Grant Funding would also be available for joint projects with both the
ohio River Scenic Route and the Meeting of the Great nire.. National scenic Byways.
Natignal Scenic Byway Disoetionary Grant Funds provide g0% ofprojects nrnas and
require a 20% match. This match may be in the form of flrnding or in-kind services.
Federal agencies, such as the u.S. Forest service are eligible to provide the 20% match or
a portion thereof

Funding opportunities for eligible National Scenic Bl.rvays:

. Development and implementation of corridor management plans, marketing plans,
and interpretive plans,

o Development of interpretive information,
o Development of interpretive facilities, turn-outs, and overlooks,
. Scenic Byway resource protectiorl
r Construction ofrest areas, pedestriarl and bicycle facilities,
o Improvements to a highway for safety, passing lanes, highway shoulders,
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. Enhancement of recreational facilities,

. In rare cases, maxket-rate purchase oftlueatened land.

Illinois State Funding Sources

Several funding sources are available for tourism and transportation related projects in
the state of Illinois. community eligibility for these funding sources will no1 be altered
by participation in the National Scenic Bl,ways program.

Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program
Through the federal TEA-21 (Trarsportation Equity Act for the 21$ Century), each state
administers a Transportation Enhancement Program through which projects that enhance
the transportation system by serving a transportation need or providing a transportation
benefit can be funded. The projects must have a state or local sponsor to marnge and
maintain the project. This is a reimbursable program that requires a match for certain
aspects ofa given project. Eligible program catagories:

o Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles,

' Scenic or historic highways (including the provision oftourist and welcome centers),. Landscaping and other scenic beautificatiorl
o HistoricPreservation,
o Rehabilitation ofhistoric trarsportation buildings, structures, or facilities(including

historic railroad facilities and canals),
o Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists,
o Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites,
o Preservation ofabandoned railway corridors for use as pedestrian and bicycle trails,. Control and removal ofoutdoor advertising,
o Establishment of trarsportation museurns.

Tourism Attraction Development Grant Program
This program provides financial assistance in the form of grants to counties,
municipalities and not-for-profit local promotion groups for the development or
improvement oftourism attractions and the enhancement of exising attractions having
the capacity to generate sustainable economic growth ofthe travet industry. The award
can be up to 50% of the amount of actual expenditures for a single developmcnt project.

Tourism Marketing Partnership Program
This program provides financial assistance to counties, mr.rnicipalities, and local
promotion groups for the promotion and rnarketing oftourism attractions and events.
The Tourism Marketing Partnership Program grant award can be up to 60% ofthe cost
for promotional projects when the rcmatnng 40% ofthe project coS is financed by local
funds. Other grant funds received from a state agency or in-kind contributions, such as
volunteer time, may not be considered a match.

Tourism Private Sector Grant Program
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This grant provides funds to match sources in the private sector. The intent is to attract
and host regional national, or international events which produce economic impact for
the state oflllinois. Event means a conventior4 trade show, or major sporting activity.
fhe grant can provide up to 50% of the eligible costs associated with attracting and 

-

hosting these events with the remaining 50% ofthe project cost financed by private sector
funds. Applicant can be an Illinois for-profit entity, county, municipality, or not-for
profit promotion group as Iong as private sector funds can be demonstrated for the match.

Experiencing the Route

It is critical that the committee work to maintain a clarity of experience for the visitor.
with overlapping routes, the potential for confusion on the parr- of the visitor is great.

Signs
The Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway is fortunate to be able to take
advantage of the prior work of the Mississippi River parkway commission. The MRpc
has signed both the State and National Routes with recognizable '?ilot's wheel" signs.
The addition ofanother layer ofsigns indicating which segments are also the Great 

-River

Road in Illinois National scenic Byway would be inefficient and would do little to
improve the visitor's experience. Scenic byway signs at the critical gateways should
repeat the Great River Road '?ilot,s Wheef' logo, at least in part.

]r[s\ / signs for the Exploration Routes that are trot part of the Great River Road-MRpc
will be required. The committee should coordfuEte with the MRpc and use the same
logos, perhaps in a different color, such as blue. Jhg signs should include a sma[
rectangular secondary sign indicating Exploration Route.

In Hancock and Adams counties where the route will be moved back to its originai
location when bridge repairs are complete, the signs, ofcourse, should be moved, as well.

Promotional Pieces
Every effort should be made to clari$ the visitor experience. Sites ofinterest on the
National, State and Spur Routes of the Great River Road-MRpc and o. the Meeting of
the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway and not on the Great River Road in Illinois
National scenic Byway should be included in promotional rnaterials for the Great River
Road in Illinois National Scenic Blrvay, ifmembers of the corrnittee conclude that the
inclusion of such resources supports the goals ofthis Corridor Management plan and
enhances the visitor experience. The committee should, at all times, coordinate with the
Ohio River Scenic Route National Scenic Byway, the Meeting of the Great Rivers
National Scenic Byway, and the Mississippi River Parkway iommission to ensure that
the visitor experience is logical, efficient, and well-organized.
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Chapter Three:

lntrinsic Qualities and Resources
Summary
Great River Road in lltinois Nationa! Scenic Byway Resources

F-rom historic and cultural resources to scenic and recreational resources, the Great River
Road in Illinois is arguably one ofthe most diverse and complete visitor destinations in
Illinois. The contexts and resources included are intended tobe representative of the vast
range found along the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway.

lntrinsic Qualities of National Signif icance

History
River Traffic History
Agricultural History
Transportation History (River, canals, Lock and Danu Railroad, Rte. 66, Bridges)
Native American History and Prehistory (Hopewell, Trail of Tears, Black Hu*D
French Colonies
Civil War
Underground Railroad
Exploration (Lewis and clark, Pere Marquette, LaSalle and others)
Music History
Flood History and Restoration
Church of Latter Day Saints
French Icuian
German Settlers and Culture
Dutch Settlers and Culture

Recreation
StateA{ational Parks/Forests
Bird/Eagle Watching
Lodges
Bike Trails
RV Parks
Camping and Picnicking
Antiquing
Vineyards
Marinas and Boat Ramps
Hunting (deer, waterfowl)
Snow Sports (Snow mobiling, ice fuhing, skiing)
Gaming
Golf
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Great River Road in lllinois National Scenic Byway Points of
lnterest

The following list includes those points of interest along the Great River Road in tlinois
that represent the principal intrinsic qualities. The resources are listed by county, north-
to-south. This list is not intended to be all inclusive, rathgr, it is simply intended to
identify the strongest resources each county has to offer.2 Please note additional
resources and goals for such resources may be reviewed in the Existing Activities
chapter.

Illinois Department of Transportation has installed Great River Road Information Kiosks
along the entire length of the Great River Road. The location of these is noted in
parentheses.

Jo Daviess County

Context
Jo Daviess County was left untouched by the Ice Age glaciers, resulting in rugged hills,

rycky bluffs, and spectacular vistas exposing rich lead ore deposits. Inl807,I[e Federal
Govemment created the Upper Mississippi Lead Mine District. From 1810 to 1850,
Galena was the hub for steamboats and commurity and architectural developrnent, In t5e
1820s, thousands flocked to the area to seek their fortune in the rich tead mining industry,
the busy waterfront, and tlre bustling commercial center at Galena. At that timel Galena
was the largest Mississippi River port between St. Louis and St. Paul. Ulysses S. Grant
was a resident of Galena before leading the nation to victory in the Civil War and being
elected President of the United States.

Resources
Junction ofRoute 20 andRoute 84, North of Galena (GRR Kiosk)
Tapley Woods Conservation Area
Long Hollow Rest Area and Overlook Tower (GRR Kiosk)

East Dubuque
o Three Marinas
o Boat Launch

Galena
o Galena Historic District
o Antiguing

2 Many Native American burial mounds can be found along the bluffs of the Mississippi River. lleaders
familiar with the area will note that most ofthose sites have been omitted from this list. Vany of these
fragile sites are sut&ring from vandalism and looting. Therefore, their locations will remain undisclosed
until they are stabilized and the appropriateness for visitors has been analyzed. See Action 3.5 in Great
River Road Actions.
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o Galena/Jo Daviess County History Museum
o Galena Cellars Winery
o Galena Post Office and U.S. Customs House (oldest continuously operating Post

Office in US)
o Linlvlar Gardens
o Belvedere Mansion
o DeSoto House Hotel
. Dowling House (Galena Pottery)
o Old Market House State Historic Site
o General Ulysses S. Grant Home State Historic Site (costumed interpretation)
o Vinegar [Iill Historic Lead Mine and Museum
o Conglessfiran Washbtrnre House State Historic House
o Old Train Depot Visitor Information Center
o Victorian Park and General Ulysses S. Grant Statue
o Old Stockade 1832 Black Hawk War

Hanover
o whistling wings Mallard Hatchery (world's largest mallard hatchery)
o Dam on Apple River

Carroll County

Context
Carroll County had its beginnings with settlers who established the town of Savanna at
the site of a Native American rillage along the Mississippi River in 1828. Spectacular
glacial blutrs along the river were the site ofmanyNative American encamprnents, and
today are the location of lr{ississippi Palisades Sate Park. The blufftopr offer vistas
across the river valley as breathtaking as they were in pre-settlement days.

Resources
Mississippi Palisades State Park (GRR Kiosk)
Spring Lake Wildlife Area (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)
Big Slough Recreation Area (U.S. Fish and Wildhfe Service)
Great River Trail
Blackhawk Chocolate Trail

Savanna
. savanna Public Library (historic collection)
o Savanna Train Car (one of 16 remaining cars)
o Savanna-Sabula Bridge (1930s steel truss bridge)
o Boat Launch
r Start/End Great River Trail
o Blackhawk Waterways' Trail of Terror Site

Thomson
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o McGinnis Melon Market (large produce and eraft market)
o Thomson Causeway Recreational Area
o ThomsonDepot Museum

o Blackhawk Waterways' Trail of Terror Site

Whiteside County

Context
Native Americans were present in whiteside county fromthe earliest times due to the
Mississippi and Rock Rivers being major corridors of transportation. Burial mounds
fi.om the Hopewell culture can be found in Albany. Dutch settlers established the village
of Fulton in the early years of the 19ft century, River and industrial businesses, such ai
quarries, dominated the riverfront.

Resources
Cattail Slough Access Area
Great River Trail
Blackhawk Chocolate Trail

Fulton
o Heritage Canyon Historical Park (quarry and settlement)
. US Lock and Dam 13 (GRR Kiosk)
o Authentic Dutch Windmill from Holland
c Blackfiawk Waterways' Trail of Terror Site

Albany
o Antiquing
o Historic Downtown
. Albany Indian Mounds State Historic Site
o Tri-Township Heritage Museum
o Albany River Access Area (GRR KiosD

Rock Island County

Context
The U.S. Government constructed Fort Armstrong on Rock Island in 1816. Rock Island
remains an active arsenal for the armed forces. Visitors can explore the history of the
area and fort in the Rock Island Arsenal Museum. In 1828, the Port Byron area was
settled. Rock Island County was also home to the headquarters of Black Hawk and the
initial flashpoint for the Black Hawk Wars. The Black Hawk State Historic Site
commemorates this history. The headquarters of John Deere & Company can be found in
Moline, as well as many historic sites related to John Deere History. Mining, quarrying,
and railroad and river traffic pushed the growth ofRock Island and Moline and the
eventual prominence ofthe Quad Cities area.
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Resources
Illiniwek County Park and Forest Preserve
Mississippi Park Boat Launch
Fisherman's Corner Access Area
Great River Trail
Loud Thunder Forest Preserve

Cordova
o River Access Area
o Cordova Dragway Park

Port Byron
o River Access

Quad Cities
Moline
o John Deere History

Butterworth Center (Deere Home)
Deere & Company Administrative Center
John Deere Pavilion
Deere-Wiman House

East Moline
. Campbell's Island State Historic Site
o Empire Park
o The Quarter

Rock Island
o Sunset Park River Access (GRR Kiosk)
o Black Hawk State Historic Site
o Chippiannock Cemetery
o Quad City Botanical Center
o Rock Island Arsenal Museum
o StartlEnd Great River Trail
o American Discovery Trail crossing

Rapids City
o River Access

Andalusia
o Andalusia City Park and Boat Launch
o Andalusia Slough Public Use Area (GRR Kiosk)

Hampton
o Mississippi River Park

Great River Road in lllinois Corridor Management Plan 23



(

o Hampton Heritage Center
o Bretton & Black Store Historic Site

Mercer County

Context
Mercer County, named after a Revolutionary War officer, was seffled by the veterans of
the 1832 Black Hawk War. Abraham Lincoln surveyed the town of New Boston in 1834.
The yellow sand hills of the Mississippi waterfront inspired Sauk and Fox tribes to name
the area Yellowbanks. The Yellowbanks Territory includes New Boston, Keithsburg, and
Oquawka in Henderson County. The inland soil is ideal for agriculture.

Resources
Mark Twain National Vfildife Refuge
Yellowbanks Territory House Tour
Snowmobiling
Ice Fishing
Hunting
Hiking

New Boston
o GRR Kiosk
o New Boston Museum
o Levi Willit's House
o Boat Launch
o Camping
o Sturgeon Bay Park
o Fish Market

Keithsburg
o Sharon L. Reason Museum
o Historic District
o Abandoned Rafuoad Bridge
o Future Marina
e RV Park
o Boat-In Breakfast
r River View

Ilenderson County

Context
Henderson County is a small and mostly rural; a mix ofyellow sand river beaches and
wooded rolling hills. Oquawka, one of the first communities settled in Henderson
County and the county seat, preserves reminders of the early 1800s when it was the end
of the main stagecoach trail from Peoria to the Mississippi River. The Henderson County
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Courthouse has been in continuous use since 1842. Henderson County also saw fighting
during the Black Hawk War.

Resources
Big River State Park and Forest
Delabar State Park
Allaman Covered Bridge (GRR Kiosk)
Yellowbanks Territory House Tour
Heritage Trail Festival (costumed interpretation)
Snowmobiling
Ice Fishing
Hunting
Hiking

Oquawka
o Grave ofNorma Jeanthe Elephant
o Henderson County Courthouse
o Alexis Phelps House
o Civil War Memorial
. River View
o Fish Market

Gladstone
o Twomey's Grain Elevator
o Historic South Henderson Church and Revolutionary and Civil V/ar Cemetery
o Henderson County Conservation Area

Gulfport
o Picnic Rest Area
o US 34 pull-off(GRR Kiosk)

Lomax
o Lookout Point

Hancock County

Context
Hancock County was named for the first signer of the Declaration of Independence. A
fort was built at the site ofpresent day Warsaw after the War of 1812, buf was later
evacuated. Nauvoo, a settlement ofthe Church of Latter Day Saints, was established in
1839 by Joseph Smith, which grew to rival Chicago in size by 1844. The nearbytown of
Warsaw also played a part in the history of the Church of Latter Day Saints. After the
majority of the Church of Latter Day Saints left Nauvoo, a group of French Icarians, a
utopian society, settled in Nauvoo and established vineyards and cheese making as local
industries. Abraham Lincoln once spoke at the Hancock County Courthouse in Carthage
and the rock on which he stood is still there, as is the Carthage Jail where Joseph Smith
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was killed. The county's growth was powered by rail and river commerce, as well as
agriculture.

Resources
Nauvoo State Park
Grape Festival
Bee Keeping

Dallas City
o Burg House
o IL 96 pull-off(GRRKiosk)

Pontoosuc

Nauvoo
o Baxter Vineyards
o French Icarian Museum
o Joseph SmithHistoric Center
o Historic Nauvoo Visitor Center (costumed interpretation)
o Historic downtown
o Church of Latter Day Saints Temple
o Blue Cheese Making
o River View
o Stone Bridge (GRRKiosD

Hamilton
Hoot Owl Bridge (cRR Kiosk)

Warsaw
o Historic Downtown
o Antique Shops
o Eagle Watching
o Church of Latter Day Saints History
o Kibbe Wildlife Retuge
o Marina

Adams County

Context
Native Americans and later, German pioneers were attracted to Adams County because
of Quincy Bay, the largest natural harbor on the Mississippi, and Quinsippi Island which
provided natural defense and a windbreak for the shore and inland areas. The county and
its major city Quincy, were ftLmed in 1825 to honor newly elected President John Quincy
Adams. The northern edge of Adams County is the western most point on the Illinois
shore of the Mississippi River. The citizens of Qunicy helped the Church of Latter Day
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Saints cross the Mississippi in 1839 when they had been exiled from Missouri and again
helped nrn away slaves through the Underground Railroad.

Resources
Fall Creek Rest Area (GRR Kiosk)

Quincy
o Historic District @xploration Route)
o Antique Shops
o All WarsMuseum
o Dr. Richard Eells House (tlRR)
o Gardner Museum of Architecture and Design
o Lincoln-Douglas Debate Site
o Mississippi Valley Historic Automobile Club (auto museum)
o Quincy Museum
o Villa Kathrine (GRR Kiosk)
o Governor John Wood Mansion
o Kesler Park and Boat Launch
o Clat Adams River Front Area
o Quincy Arts Corridor @xploration Route)

Pike County

The Pike County Board of Supervisors has elected not to participate in this Corridor
Management Plan.

Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway

Calhoun County
Greene County
Jersey County
Madison County (to l-270)

The Great River Road is marked wiJh the official Pilot's Wheel shield throughout
these counties. The route here is officially recognized as the Meeting of the Great Rivers
National Scenic Byway and has a corridor management plan separate from this one.

For contact information for the Meeting of the Great Rivers Corridor Management Plaru
please see the appendix.

Madison County (from l-270)

Context
Madison County was named for President James Madison. In the winter of 1803-04, the
Lewis and Clark expedition camped near the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri
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rivers and prepared for their expedition through the newly purchased Louisiana Territory
to the Pacific Northwest. The regiorl known as the American Bottoms, was once home
to Native American tribes because of the abundance of wildlife, fertile land, and easy
travel by water.

Resources
Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site in Collinsville

Granite Crty @xploration Route)
o Chain ofRocks Lock and Dam27
e Horseshoe Lake State Park
o Tri-City Regional Port District
o U.S. Army Support Center

Madison (Exploration Route)
o Gateway International Raceway
o Old Chain of Rocks Bridge (Bike and pedestrian bridge, old Rt. 66 crossing)

Venice (Exploration Route)
o McKinleyBridge (1926-1930 Rt.66 crossing)

Brooklyn (Exploration Route)
o Underground Railroad
o First City Incorporated by African Americans
o Best View of St. Louis Arch
. 19ft Century RR Trestle

St. Clair County

Context
St. Clair County was named for Arthur St. Clair who at that time was the Govemor of the
Northwest Territory. It is Illinois' first county, established in 1790. The first settlers
were French and later German. The Jarrot Mansioq along the Great River Road was
built in 1810 and is the oldest brick house in Illinois. The Church of the Holy Farnily
was founded in 1699. The current church structure was built m1799.

Resources
East St. Louis
o Gateway Geyser (world's highest fountain)
o StartlEnd Mississippi River Trail to Cairo

Cahokia
o Cahokia Courthouse State Historic Site
. Holy Family Log Church (NHL) (cRR Kiosk)
r Jarrot Mansion{
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o Mississippi River Trail

Dupo
o Mississippi River Trail

Monroe County

Context
Monroe County was named for James Monroe, then Secretary of State and future
president. The county seat is Waterloo, founded in 1781, and one of the oldest American
settlements in the Northwest Tenitory. Some of the first settlers were former members of
George Rogers Clark's army. Maeystowrl founded in 1852, is on the National Register
of Historic Places. Prior to these U.S. settlements, much ofthe county was settled by
French.

Resources
Mississippi River Trail
Kidd Lake Marsh Natural Area
Fults Hill Prairie Nature Preserve
Modoc Shelter
BluffViews
Agricultural Views

Columbia
o German Heritage
o BluffViews

Waterloo
o Schorr Lake Vineyards
o Waterloo Winery

Maeystown
o Historic District
. Valley Views
o Hiking
o Biking

Randolph County

Context
Randolph County's motto is "Where Illinois Began." Randolph County white settlement
history dates to Pere Jaques lMarquette who traveled the river with French explorer Louis
Jolliet and French Adventurer Robert DeSalle and his lieutenant, Tonti. At Fort
DeChartes, completed n l7z},the French ended their rule in New France, surrendering
to British rule at the end of the French and Indian War. Colonel George Rogers Clark
captured Kaskaskl4 which had been founded by the French in 1700, during the American
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Revolution. Prairie Du Rocher was founded:rr.t722. In 1818, Governor Shadrack Bond
and Lt. Governor Pierre Menard led Iltinois into statehood at the first state capitol on
Kaskaskia Island. In the 1800s, the town of Kaskaskia was destroyed as the Mississippi
and Kaskaskia Rivers changed course.

Resources
Fort de Chartres Historic Site (costumed interpretation)
Fort Kaskaskia State Historic Site (costumed interpretation)
Pierre Menard Home Historic Site (costumed interpretation)
BluffViews
Agricultural Views

Prairie du Rocher
o French Colonial history
o Historic District

Red Bud

Ruma (not participating)

Evansville

Ellis Grove
o GRR Kiosk

Chester
o Popeye Monument
. Randolph County Archives (French Colonial)
o Mississippi River Trail

Rockwood (not participating)

Jackson County

Context
The Ozark Hills geological formations begin to be visible in Jackson County.
Agriculture has been the primary industry for centuries. Grand Tower and Tower Rock
are significant landmarks along the Mississippi River. Much of Jackson County is part of
the Shawnee National Forest.

Resources
Scenic BluffViews
Hunting
Hiking
Bird Watching
Mississippi River Bike Trail
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Shawnee National Forest Sites and Recreation Areas
o Kincaid Lake, Johnson Creek Recreation Area
o Turkey Bayou/Oakwood Bottoms/Greentree Reservoir Recreation fuea (GRR Kiosk)
Devil's Backbone Park
Tower Park

Union County

Context
Over 10 percent ofUnion County's scenic Ozark Hills landscape is apart of Shawnee
National Forest. The county was established in 1818 at the time Illinois became a state.
The Trail of Tears passes through Union County, and a state forest has been named for it.

Resources
Trail of Tears State Forest (Exploration Route)
(Future) State Pond Recreation Area (Exploration Route)
Union County Conservation Area
Mississippi River Trail
Shawnee National Forest Sites and Recreation Areas
o Pine Hills Recreation Area

Wolf Lake

Ware
o Hunting Services

Alexander County

Context
Located at the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, Alexander County has a
rich river-related history. These waterways have been used extensively for travel and
corrmerce by Native Americans in prehistoric times and later settlers of the American
West. Cairo is the southernmost tip ofthe state, and its development and history were
heavily influenced by river traffic. Fort Defiance, the location of a critical supply point
during the Civil War, is located at the confluence ofthe two rivers.

Resources
Horseshoe Lake Recreation Area
Mississippi River Trail
Shawnee National Forest Sites and Recreation Areas
o Thebes Scenic Overlook (GRR Kiosk)

Thebes
o Courthouse where Dred Scott Imprisoned (costumed interpretation)
. Play Showboat based on life here
o Flood History
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a River View

Cairo
o Historic Districts
. Safford Memorial Library
o Magnolia Manor (costumed interpretation)
o U.S. Custom House
o Fort Defiance (GRR Kiosk)
o Start/End Mississippi River Trail
. River View

Exploration Routes

Several alternate routes have been included in the Great River Road in Illinois National
Scenic Byway. These segments of road posses intense intrinsic qualities, are generally
less direct, and offer the traveler unique opportunities for exploring the resources found
along the Great River Road. Exploration Routes are not intended to correspond to the
Great River Road-MRPC spurs, but in some cimes, the routes are the same. For clarity
the Exploration Routes have been given names, but communities should feel free to
change the names for identity and marketing purposes.

Mercer Counly
New Boston Exploration Route

This exploration route brings visitors into the historic town ofNew Boston where vistors
will find a Great River Road Information Kiosk, the New Boston Museur& Levi Willit's
House, and river access at Sturgeon Bay Park.

Henderson County
Gulfport Expl orati on Route

This Exploration Route takes visitors past the Mssissippi River and into a historic town.

Adams County

Qunicy Exploration Route

This Exploration Route provides views of the South Side German National Register
Historic District and the Downtown National Register Historic District. Third and Fourth
Streets also run through the 115-block Northwest Historic District, which has been
nominated to the National Register. The Oakley-Lindsay Center of Performing Arts is on
York Street. The Hampshire and North Fourth intersection is at the northwest corner of
Washington Park, bordered by many lovely Italianate commercial structures built during
and following the Civil War. The segment skirts a small part of the Downtown National
Register District and provides an excellent view of the S.J. Lesem Building, nominated to
the National Register, at the southwest corner ofNorth Third and Hampshire Streets.
North Front Street provides access to Clat Adams Bicentennial Park, a municipal park on
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the riverfront with views ofthe Mississippi River, Memorial Bridge, Bayview Bridge,
and Quinsippi Island. The park is the southern terminus of a bike path extending for
about two miles north along Bonansinga Drive to Koch. A number of nineteenth century
storefronts and warehouses face the park across North Front street.

Madison County

After the Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway, the Great River Road in
Illinois picks up again at two points along I-270. The main.L,rt" ir Route l l l, which
meets Route 3 in St. Clair County. The Madison County Exploration Route leaves l-270
on Route 3 and travels through the towns along that road, Granite Crty, Venice, Madison,
and Brooklyn.

Madison County Exploration Route

About one mile south ofl-2lL,travelers will cross the Chain of Rocks Canal, where they
can see tugboats pushing their multi-barge loads. About a mile south ofthe canal,
travelers will find the approach to the Old Chain of Rocks Bridge, currently the longest
pedestrian/biking bridge in the world and formerly the point at which Route 66 crossed
the Mississippi River. At the intersection, historic Route 66-related commercial
architecture can be seen. From the bridge, there are spectacular views of the river, rapids,
and eagles. There is also access to the river's edge from the bridge approach.

Five miles farther soutlt, in the Granite City area, the Tri-City Regional port District is an
international free-duty port, where travelers can watch the loading and unloading of the
barges.

Three miles farther along, Lock & Darn2T lies on the Chain of Rocks Canal. Offthe
Great River Road route there is a Visitors Center and views oftugboats and pleasure
boats going through the lock. In this are4 travelers can enter the-U.S. Armf Support
center and visit the large historic depot, golf course, and bird sanctuary.

As Route 3 enters Venice, the approach to the 1910 McKinley Bridge is accessible. The
McKinley Bridge served Route 66 from t926-1930.

Route 3 passes by the small town of Brooklyn, the first city incorporated by African-
Americans. Sites in this town played a part in the underground Railroad.

Granite City, Venice, and Madison are unique due to the large concentration of Eastern
European immigrants. From 1900 to 1918, the tri.city ar"u war known as the capital of
lulgarian immigration in North America. Today nuny groups are still represented and
their cultures and festivals are celebrated.

Monroe Countlt
Columbia Old Route 3 Exploration Route:
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The town of Columbia celebrates its German heritage with festivals throughout the year,
and this route affords travelers a spectacular view ofthe expanse of farmland in the
American Bottoms.

Monro e/Rando lp h Co unties
Bluff Road Exploration Route:

The old route of Route 3 is known as BluffRoad. The road hugs the base of the
limestone cliffs on the east and looks out over the expanse of farmland in the American
Bottoms to the west. It is believed that BluffRoad was a traditional route along the
Mississippi. Bikers use this route and in some places the Mississippi River Trail
corresponds to the road. Near Fults, travelers can visit the Kidd Lake Marsh Natural
Area, a remrumt ofthe huge wet prairie and marshland that once occupied the Bottoms.
Opposite this lies the Fults Hill Prairie Nature Preserve, an Illinois ard Natioral Natural
Area.

New Vahneyer was destroyed by the flood in 1993 and was rebuilt above the bluffs.

Just south ofPrairie du Rocher, founded I72I, atthe Modoc Shelter, an overhang at the
base of the blufi evidence ofNative American use dates back 12,000 years.

Also along the road are the Modoc-St. Genevieve Ferry, the Kaskaskia Lock & Darn, and
the confluence of the Kaskaskia and Mississippi Rivers, where the first capitol oflllinois,
Kaskaskia used to lie. The city was destroyed by flooding in the late lg00s.

Maeystown Road Exploration Route:

This Exploration Route takes travelers to historic Maeystown, where the entire village is
on the National Register. The village celebrates its German heritage with festivals
throughout the year. The village is in a valley in the bluffs and is viry scenic. There are
hiking trails and opportunities for biking.

Fort de Chartres Exploration Route:

The BluffRoad is the key to some of the gems ofthe French Colonial era. Prairie du
Rocher was founded n l72l and is one of the few French colonial settlements remaining.
The town celebrates its French colonial heritage with festivals. Fort de Chartres, built in
1753, was the seat of the French colonial government.

Union County
Wolf Lake Exploration Route:

Tufldng offthe road at the town of Wolf Lake, this Exploration Route direct travelers
past the Trail ofTears State Forest Areq which includes scenic bluffs, picnic axeas,
camping, cycling, hunting, horseback riding, hiking, and interpretation ofthe Trail of
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Tears. The Exploration Route also passes the State Pond area, for which the county has
proposed a new visitors center. See Existing Initiatives for more information.

Thebes Exploration Route :

This Exploration Route directs travelers past the historic Thebes Courthouse where Dred
Scott was imprisoned and along the river. The musical Showboat was based on life in
Thebes, and evidence of the Flood of 1993 still remains. There are plans for a marina
and water park at this point.

Horseshoe Lake Exploration Route:
This Exploration Route directs travelers past Horseshoe Lake where there are recreational
opportunities.

Cairo Exploration Route :
This Exploration Route directs travelers through two historic districts in Cairo.
Mllionaire's Row boasts large homes fromthe booming period of Cairo's history as a
river and rail road town. The second takes travelers through the historic commercial
district and past the levee. The route also affords travelers access to the river.

Great River Road in lllinois Corridor Management Plan 3s



Chapter Four:

Existing lnitiatives
Many ofthe communities along the Great River Road have already given great thought to
their intrinsic qualities and aspirations for the future. For existing plans, actions and
goals, this Corridor Management Plan seryes as a way to fully integrate or promote such
activities into the larger goals and objectives identified for the route. This Conidor
Management Plan also serves as a clearinghouse for existing activities along the route so
that communities interested in pursuing such activities may look to theimeigfrUors along
the corridor for advice and guidanoe.

This section lists a sampling of current projects and actions proposed, underway or
recently completed along the Great River Road. Counties and iommunities are listed
north to south. Only activities located directly on the byway or of direct relevance to the
byway have been listed here.

Multi-Community lnitiatives

Great River Road in Illinois Information Kiosks

The Illinois Department of Trarsportation has placed information kiosks with Great
River Road in Illinois maps at strategic points along the route. These signs were both
designed and funded tlrough the Illinois Department of Transportation. These rest areas
are prime locatiors for expanded interpretation and improved visitor services.

Rest Areas with GRR Information Kiosks:

o Junction ofRoute 20 andRoute 84, North of Galena. Long Hollow Rest Area and ovcrlook, Route 20, North of Elizabetho Mississippi Palisades State park, Savanna
o Near Lock and Dam #13, North ofFulton
o Albany River Access Areq Albany
o Sunset Park, Rock Island
o Andalusia Slough Public Use Area, Andalusia
r North ofNew Boston
o Alaman Covered Bridge, North of Gladstone
o US 34 East of Gulfport
o IL 96 North of Dallas City
o Stone Bridge, Nauvoo
o Hoot Owl Ridge, North of Hamilton
o Villa Kathrine, Quincyo Fall Creek Rest Area
o Belleview*
o Grafton*
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. Holy Family Church, Cahokia
o South of Ellis Grove
o OakwoodBottoms/GreentreeReservoir
o Thebes River Overlook Area
o Fort Defiance, Cairo
* These rest areas are within the area rnanaged by the Meeting of the Great Rivers
Corridor Management Plan.

Great River Road in Illinois Map

Funded and designed by the Iltinois Department of Transportation, the Great River Road
in Iltinois map describes, county by county, the many resources found along the river
route. It is an attractive map with illustrative symbols and photographs and is made
available at Tourist Inforrnation Centers throughout Illinois. The Committee should
coordinate with the MRPC and IDOT to make updates reflecting the new Exploration
Routes on the maps.

Great River Road in Illinois Brochure

Last year, the Western Illinois Tourism Development Office produced a 67-page booklet
about the Great River Road in Illinois. The glossy brochure outlines the majoiactivities
found along the road, such as boating, wineries, camping, and golfng and includes the
location ofthe Great River Road information Kiosks. This brochure could be updated to
reflect changes in the route. The Western Illinois Tourism Development Office ias also
produced a Great River Road Coloring Book for children.

National Great River Road Map

The Mississippi River Parkway Commission recently released a map of the National and
State routes ofthe Great River Road. This map has detailed descriptions of many ofthe
sites found along the 3,000-mile route.

upper Mississippi River American Heritage River Initiative

Jhe ]J-nfer Mississippi River was designated an American Heritage River in 1998 by
President Clinton as one of 14 rivers that will be a part of the American Heritage
Initiative. The initiative has three objectives: natural resource and environmental
protection, economic revitalization, and historic and cultural preservation. Consistent
with these objectives, each ofthe participating Upper Mississippi River communities
have identified commturity work that they are striving to accomplish. There are a total of
58 river communities participating in the Upper Mississippi River designation. Fifteen of
these communities are located in Illinois. They are, EasiDubuque, Fultorl Cordova, port

Prvor,, Rapids city, Hampton, East Moline, Moline, Rock Island, Albany, Nauvoo,
Warsaw, Altoru Wood River and East Saint Louis, all of which are on the Great River
Road. All participating communities receive assistance from a "River Navigator," a
federal or federally funded person that helps them identifr programs and resources that
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A 62'5-mile bike path is under construction along the route of the Great River Road from
Mississippi Palisades state Park in savaffra to Sunset park in Rock Island, where it meets
witl the American Discovery Trail crossing. At this time, approximately 42 miles have
been built. This portion of the bike path is primarily a two-iane off-road trail winding
through the trees and over specially corstructed bridges following the route of the deat
$1er no{ in tttinois. This public-private parrnership is administered through the Great
River Trail council a delegated authority of the Bi-state Regional commiss-ioq in
association with u.S. Fish and wildlife Service, corps of Army Engineers, Illinois
Department of rrarsportatiorl and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The
Great River Trail is part of the larger Grand Illinois Trail prograrq a 500-mile loop trail
system in Northem Illinois. when completed, the trail will be a combination of dedicated
trails and road-surface routes along the Great River Road Route from Galena to Rock
Island.

would assist them implement their community plans. The communities and the River
Navigator are working together to make better use ofexisting Federal resources.

Great River Trail

Mississippi River Trail

Mississippi River Hiking and Biking commissiorr, part of the Lower Mississippi Delta
center in Memphis, Tennessee, is in the final stages of plarrring the Mississippi River
Trai! a bike route tkough seven states arong the Missiisippi River. the rouG in
southern Illinois follows road surfaces ftom chester to ciiro. The route corresponds to
the route of the Great River Road in Illinois only at some points. The northem portion of
this route will conespond to the Great River Tmil and Grand Illinois Trail described
above. The route between Rock Island and Chester has not yet been selected.

Other Projects by Community
Q{orth to South)

Jo Daviess County
The Jo Daviess County Consewation Foundation is planning to purchase a 200+ acre
parcel that provides the primary scenic overlook to Galena &om the Great River Road
route on u.s. Route 20. The Galena Gateway park project will provide residents and
visitors with recreational opportunities, while preserving sensitive natural areas.

Galena
Galena is planning several improvements to its downtown. Along with improving the
aging intastructure, parking, and wayfnding within the downtown are4 the city plans to
improve signs along the Great River Road itself to improve access to the historic
downtown The city also plans to revitalize the Galena River fiontage with a pedestrian
trail on the levee and interpretive signs.

Savanna
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Plans are being made to develop a lodge in the Mississippi Palisades State Park. The
Governor has announced that $500,000 oflllinois FIRST money wilt be dedicated to
encourage the development.

Whiteside County
The Whiteside County Greenway and Trail Coalition plans to create a shared-use trail
along the route of the Great River Road between Albany and Fulton with loops through
both towns.

Whiteside County
Along with other communities, Whiteside County is planning to nominate the Lincoln
Highway (Route 30) as a National Scenic Byway thii year. The route intersects with the
Great River Road in Iltinois at Fulton.

Fulton
The town of Fulton is in the process of building an authentic Dutch windmill on the levee
at First Street and Tenth Avenue. Other plans include Heritage Canyon at a restored rock
quarry and a new museum in a historic home, the Martin House.

Nauvoo
The Church oflatter Day Saints has begun work reconstructing the historic temple of
Nauvoo on the original temple site.

Warsaw
The Town of Warsaw is in the process of revitalizing their historic down town. Historic
lighting has been installed and a new civic center developed downtown.

Keithsburg
Plans are underway for a new mariria in Keithsburg near the site of an the established
riverfront RV park.

Quincy
Third and Fourth Streets in Quincy, the Great River Road route through Quincy, have
been designated as the Quincy Arts Corridor. A monument to transportation history is
planned at a site on Great River Road.

Brooklyn Yillage
The Brooklyn Village in Transformation Project includes plans to revitalize and
recognize historic sites within the Village of Brooklyn, the first city incorporated by
African-Americans. Street trees have already been planted along the Great River Road,
which takes travelers to the entrance of this historic village and other improvements are
plarured.

Randolph County
An application was made to Federal Highway Administration for funds to develop the
French Valley Prairie Trails (bike trails) from the Great River Road at Prairie du ilocher,
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tr"ugh farmland and restoration areas, and ultimately to Fort De Chartes, a colonial era
French fort.

Union County
Union County is planning to develop a recreation area atthe State Pond. The plan calls
for a boat ramp, campsites, dump statioru and visitors center/museum at the 2i-acrepond.
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Chapter Five:

Great River Road Actions
The results of community meetings along the Great River Road in Illinois in preparation
for this document have resulted in the identification of six Focus Areas for actions to be
taken along the route. These actions reflect projects in which multiple communities will
participate and from which all will benefit. Because of the immense length of the Great
River Road in Illinois the planning process encountered some chaltengeJ regarding
coordination over such distances, but the community groups found even greater 

-

opportunities for corridor-wide projects that only such a lengthy route can offer.

Six Focus Areas
. General Management
o Protection and Maintenance
o Interpretation and Education
o Marketing
o Infrastructtrelmprovements

and Enhancements
o Safety

Despite the perception that the
communities from north to south
are too different to have the same
needs (how do you compare
Galena to Cairo?), the most
amazng thing about the public
meeting process was how many of
the same goals and dreams
bubbled to the surface in nearly every community along the length of the road. With 59
incorporated towns and villages and 15 counties, this corridor management plan rnust
address many different communities with many different needs. However, several actions
have been identified as priorities for communities along the entire length ofthe road,
fromEast Dubuque to Cairo.

Prior to designation as a National Scenic Byway, the route was has already been signed

Td h* name recognition. Maps and brochures describing the route and its resources
ha,v-e already been printed and distributed, and rest *.ur irith interpretive signs have been
built and maintained. Therefore, this plan must address the next steps. This allows the
freedom to be more creative about the types of projects the Great River Road in Iltinois
committee byway might pursue.

t
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Great River Road in lllinois National Scenic Byway
Six Focus Areas

1. General Management
1.1 Form Great River Road National Scenic Byway Steering committee(s)
1.2 continue coordination with Mississippi River parkway commission
1.3 Coordinate with other National Scenic Byways in Area
1.4 Study Use of Web Site for Administration and Marketing

2. Protection and Maintenance
2.1 Develop Design Guidelines Specific to Each Community and for the Route in general
2.2 Inqe,ase Awareness of Community Edge Issues
2.3 Comply with State Offipremise Sign Restrictions

3. Interpretation and Education
3.1 Update Signs to Reflect Changes in Route
3.2 Explore the use of ToD signs and other way-Finding Devices
3.3 Hire an Interpretive planner

3.4 Investigate Sites for New Visitor Centers

l.! ltuay Appropriateness of Enhanced Access to Prehistoric Native Arnerican Sites3'6 Develop a Program and Brochure focused on Agricultural History and Appreciation
3'7 Develop Children's Programs on Various Themis found along the Great River Road

4. Marketing and Tourism
4.1 Establish Consistent Brochure policy
4.2 Update Great River Road Maps and Brochures
4.3 Conduct Comprehensive Visitor Survey
4.4 Develop FAM Tour
4.5 Research and Develop opportunities for Road Tours and./or Festivals
4.6 Research opportunities for Expanded River-Based Tourism
4.7 Improve and Expand Visitor Sirvices

5. Infrastructu re Im provemen ts and Enhancemen ts

!.! Study Opportunities for Connecting Existing Bike paths with Additional Trails5'2 Study Locations for Bird Watching Towers and Platforms and Develop Interpretive
Program

5.3 Facilitate Community Efforts to Install Historic Lighting, Street Trees, Landscape
Treatments, and Utility Improvements

5.4 Improve Riverfront Access and River Views
5'5 Research Opportunities and Develop Programs for Downtown Revitalization and

Restoration
5.6 Explore Uses for Abandoned Rail beds

6. Safety

!.J stu0y Need for Agricurturar pulr-ofFs and Appropriate Locations
6.2 Study Need for Road Repairs
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Great River Road in lllinois Nationa! Scenic Byway Actions

FOCUSAREA 1:

General Management

1.1 Form Great River Road Natianal Scenic Byway Steering Commiuee(s)

While there are many organizations managing isolated segments of the Great River Road
in Illinois, the scenic byway process will require the formation of one cohesive and
inclusive Steering Committee. Due to the significant length of the Great River Road in
Illinois National Scenic Byway, however, the logistics of a central management
committee, let alone the practicality of regular meetings over such great distance,
necessitates a more practical approach. Therefore, it is recornrnended that the Great
River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway be divided into three regions, each with a

citizen committee, elected chairperson, and assigned staff While the regional citizen
committees will meet regularly, the chairpersons and stafffrom each group will attend
three meetings throughout the year to discuss byway-wide projects and goals. The
Western Illinois Tourism Development Office will appoint a staffperson to each of the
three regional citizen committees and will convene the three byway-wide meetings.

In order to minimize duplicative efforts, it is recommended that the regions be divided
along the same regions used for the state Heritage Prograrn, the program through which
the scenic byway process was started. The regions are as follows:

Northern Region
Jo Daviess County
Whiteside County
Carroll County
Rock Island County

Central Region
Mercer County
Henderson County
Hancock County
Adams County

Southern Region
St. Clair County
Monroe County
Randolph County
Jackson County
Union County
Alexander County

Within each region a committee made up of local officials and citizens at-large should be

formed. This committee should also include representatives from any state or national
parks and forests along the route, privately-run visitor attractions, and large landowners

and institutions. Representatives from the Department of Trarsportation regional offices,

the Department ofNatural Resources and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism should be

included as advisory members of the committee. The committee should, however, be

predominately composed of local citizens and leadership.

Each of the regional committees should elect a single individual to serve as the point-
person and to attend all of the byway-wide committee meetings. At least three times a
year, the representatives should meet with the Western Illinois Development Office and

the staffperson assigned to each committee.
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The regional model is not intended to suggest a lack of communication and cooperation
among regions regarding the implementation of the goals and actions of the corridor
management plan. The regional model is to facilitate the effective statewide
implementation of such. To facilitate efficient communicationthroughout the year and
among the regions, telecommunications resources are available. Within each region there
is at least one community college with teleconferencing capability. Because of the length
of the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway, meetings among the three
regions might take place through this means. Additionally, information might be
distributed through a web site or e-mail list.

The Westem Illinois Tourism Development Office will serve as clearinghouse and
coordinator for the entire project. This group will also serve to maintain and foster on-
going public participation in the byway and byway projects.

1.2 continue coordination with Mississippi River Parkway commission

The Mississippi River Parkway Commission was formed in 1938 and has overseen the
management, preservation and development ofthe Great River Road as a cultural and
recreational resource since its establishment. The MRPC has encouraged the
communities along the Great River Road to nominate their segments to the National
Scenic Byways progftrm.

As aNational Scenic Byway, the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway
Committee should coordinate its efforts in marketing and preservation with that of the
larger national Great River Road. Segments ofthe Great River Road in Wiscorsiru
Minnesotq and Iowa have also received designation as National Scenic Byways.

In particular, the Committee and the MRPC should coordinate on the differences between
the route of the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway and the previously
recognized route.

The changes made to the route of the Great River Road in Illinois for the purposes of the
National Scenic Byway nomination were made to maximize the visitors' experience of
the unique qualities and resources found along the route. In Hancock and Adams
Counties the route was relocated to its original alignment on county roads closer to the
Mississippi River. The route had been moved temporarily to Route 96 due to bridge
repairs on the county road. AIso several, Exploration Routes were added to take visitors
past areas of intense value. See Chapter 2: The Route for more information.

1.3 Coordinate with other National Scenic Byways inArea

The Great River Road intersects with three existing National Scenic Byways, the Meeting
of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway, the Ohio River Scenic Route National Scenic
Byway, and the Lincoln Highway.
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The Committee should make contact with the committees of each of the other National
Scenic Byways to identiff any potential opportunities to coordinate on projects, research,
and marketing and to avoid any potential conflict. Contacts for the two National Scenic
Byways have been included in the appendix ofthis plan.

1.4 Study Use of Web Sitefor Administration and Marketing

A web site could be used for both marketing attractions and resources along the Great
River Road and for bridging the enormous distance among communities along the route.
The length and general appeal of the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic By*ay
is well suited to this type of marketing.

The National Scenic Byway Prograrn web site, www.byways.org, will link to the web
sites ofNational Scenic Byways as an additional marketing service. The Committee
should also examine the use of a web site and/or list serve or e-mail list for disserninating
materials and news to the regional sub-committees. For this, the Committee should

investigate opportunities for
donations of space or services from
local Internet Service Providers.

Some examples ofNational Scenic
Byway web sites can be found at:

o Edge ofthe Wilderness
National Scenic Byway

www.scenicbyway.com

o San Juan Skyway National
Scenic Byway

www. s anj u an s ltyw ay. c o m

FOCUSAREA2:
Protection and Maintenance

2.1 Develop Design Guidelines
Specift.c to Each Community and

for the Route in general

All of the communities along the
Great River Road in Illinois
National Scenic Byway are

experiencing change and some are

growing rapidly. As designation as

a national scenic byway has the
potential to spur new growth, these

communities should be prepared to
meet with designers and developers
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of new projects with a coherent and comprehensive guide outlining how growth should
occur in their communities and along the route and what form it should take. Clearly
articulated design guidelines are one way of outlining a community's vision for the
future.

The Committee should explore developing a set of general design guidelines for the
Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway. Additionally, communities along
the route should be encouraged to develop a set of design guidelines focused on their
community. It is critical, in both desrgn guidelines endeavors, that citizens participate in
developing the design guidelines. The design and needs of the unique communities along
the road must be recognized and planned for.

Design guidelines can be used as part of a volurtary or regulatory land use prograrn The
guidelines themselves are simply a list of elements that contribute to compatible design in
a specific community. The intent of design guidelines should be to inspire, not restrict
and to promote uniqueness, not standardization.

Design guidelines should address much more than the expected architectural features.
The design of communities is also dependent on the placement of the elements that make
up a community, such as buildings, parks, and services. Each community along the Great
River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway has a pattern of development that is
distinct. Most tend to be linear in form because of their relationship to the Mississippi
and the Great River Road itself. These patterns should be as fiercely protected as the
comerstone of a community's integrity within the larger Mississippi River landscape.

Writing design guidelines is a two-part process, (1) understanding what currently exists

and (2) deciding what form the future should take.

In particular, but among other topics, design guidelines directed at architectural features

should address:

o Scale
o Site design
. Rhythm and type of architectural features
. Ancillary structures
. Signs
o Lighting

Community design guidelines directed at the placement and accommodation of new

development should address:

o The preferred use of exisling structures and sites

o The continuation of established patterns of roads and development types

o Gateways
o Preservation of agricultural landsi
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2.2 Increase Awareness of Community Edge Issues

The strength of the Great River Road in Illinois' beauty is in the distinct rhythm of land
uses of varying intensity. For many communities, the sharp distinction between town and
faflnlands is still quite strong. The view of church spires or courthouse towers across
broad fields signals, for many, the arrival to numerous towns along the Great River Road.
This clear entrance and exit sequence on arrival and departure to and from towns, the
edge between houses and shops and the agricultural landscape, is beginning to be lost in
some areas along the route. Special attention must be paid to this unique resource.

This problem can, in part, be addressed by the design guidelines described above.
However, it is critical that this particular aspect of community design along the Great
River Road be understood by the many individuals who make decisions along the route.
Any development in ruraUagricultural lands adjacent to a community should be

considered as in-fill development and should be treated with same care that would be

given if it were going into a historic downtown. In most cases, the integrity of the
historic edges of these towns is as critical as the integrrty of a historic core.

The Committee should undertake a education campaign to inform community
leaders about the importance of
the edges and gateways to their
communities.

Community members or
consultants should evaluate each

of the communities along the
Great River Road to determine the

integnty of their edges. They
should determine which
communities have intact edges

and those that have lost their
clarity ofthe edges. For
communities with edges intact,
they should determine if any

changes will negatively impact the

existing relationship the
community has with the larger or
regional landscape. For
communities that no longer have a

sharp division between traditional
developed areas and the
naturaVrural landscape due to
development, they should
determine what strategies or
policies may help to better restore

a sense ofuniqueness.
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2.3 Comply with State Off-premise Sign Restrictions

The State of Illinois does not allow new, off-premise signs on Federal Aid Primary
Routes or National Highway System routes that are part of a National Scenic Byway
designation All local governments who consented to be a part of the Great Rivir Road in
Illinois National Scenic BywayNomination were made aware of this restriction and
agreed to cooperate withthe Illinois Department of Transportation enforcement of the
law.

The Committee should develop a program to educate existing and prospective business
owners in the effected areas about the policy.

FOCUS AREA 3:
Interpretation and Education

3.1 Update Signs to Reflect Changes
in Raute

The Great River Road inlllinois
National Scenic Byway is fortunate to
be well marked withthe green and white
Great River Road'?ilots Wheef' logo
sign. Since this image is currently
recognized within the State of Illinois
and is the official logo of the nationally
designated Great River Road, it is
recommended that the current logo sign
continue to be the identifying logo sign
for the route. This eliminates the effort
required to design and make new signs
for the byway. It is important that all
alterations or relocations of the route be
signed with the green and white Great
River Road'?ilots Wheef'logo sign. It
is also important to remember the visitor
to the Great River Road who may not be

familiar with the route. Therefore, it is
important that the location ofthe route,
turning movements, advance notice of

turns and affiliated spurs and exploration routes need to be clearly signed.

In consultation with the Mississippi River Parkway Commission the Great River Road in
Illinois signs should be moved to correspond to the route selected through the citizen
participation process undertaken fsl this plan. Signs for the spurs that have been added
should be posted.
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The changes made to the route of the Great River Road for the purposes of the National
Scenic Byway nomination were made to maximize the visitors' experience of the unique
qualities and resources found along the route. In Hancock and Adams Counties the route

was relocated to its original alignment on county roads closer to the Mississippi River.

The route had been moved temporarily to Route 96 for bridge repairs. Also several,

Exploration Routes were added to take visitors past areas of intense value. See Chapter

2: The Route for more information.

In order to minimize sign clutter, it is recommended that the Great River Road "Pilots
Wheel" be the principat identifying marker for the route. Use of the National Scenic

Byways logo sign is recommended only for principal gateways to the route. Logo signs

for intersecting National scenic Byways or other designated routes should occur at

appropriate locations.

As the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway (for which this corridor

management plan has been developed) does not include all of the areas ofthe Great River

Road as designated by the Mississippi Parkway Commission and recognized by the State

oflllinois as a tegislaiively designaied route, communities and counties participating in

the National Scenic Byway Program should determine if they wish to designate

thernselves as "participating' communities in the national program. The Committee

should devise a system for differentiating between the segments participating in the

National Scenic Byway nomination and segments that are not participating but remain

part ofthe Mississippi River Parkway Commissionroute.

3.2 Explore the Use of TODSigns and other Way-Finding Devices

The State of Illinois prohibits the erection of new, oflpremise signs on Federal Aid
Primary routes and Nationat Highway System routes designated as part of a National

Scenic Byway. However, Tourist-Oriented Directional (TOD) Signs are allowed and

encouraged as a means of directing tourists to businesses and attraction offof the route.

TOD signs can provide direction to Bed and Breakfasts, Resorts, Wineries, Gift Shops, or

Recreational Facilities. In many irntances, they may be superior to oGpremise signs

(billboards) because they are recognized by visitors as a travel resource. Space on the

signs is rented at an annual rate.

The Committee should investigate the use of TOD signs and encourage their use, while

discouraging the use ofunsightly sky signs or oflpremise signs-

3.3 Hire an Interpretive Planner

There are numy natural, historical, and cultural themes to be explored along the Great

River Road in Illinois. A list of list potential topics for interpretation follows.

Ctyrently, twenty pull-offs, rest axeas, and historic sites along the nominated route have

Great River Road in Illinois map kiosks.
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An interpretive plan provides a means by which the many and different stories associated
with the river and the road can be made comprehendible to the visitor. Hitting the visitor
with pieces of the underground railroad, the lock and dam systerq bird watching and
agricultural history is sure to confuse and even frustrate visitors as they rapidly reach
'ooverload" on interesting facts. A good interpretive plan puts everything in order, allows
a visitor with a specific interest, say river traffic, to focus on those resources, or allows a
general interest visitor to get a good, not overwhelming, introduction to the Great River
Road in Illinois. Ideally too, a good interpretive plan suggests much more awaits and
encourages a return visit to the Great River Road in Illinois.

The Committee should hire an interpretive planner to develop a comprehensive
interpretive progftrm. Local historians may be persuaded to donate their research
e4pertise.

Priority should be given to expanding the interpretive resources at the existing Great
River Road in Illinois information centers and kiosks.

The most unique resources along the Great River Road in Illinois are those associated
with the Mississippi River. From the opportunities for bird watching to the exploration
ofthe west to world-class agricuttural resources, the river serves as the backdrop and
enabler. Therefore, any interpretive prograrn should focus on the role the Mississippi
River has played in the cultural and natural history of the nation and the recreational
opportunities found along it.

, Potential Interpretive Themes:

Recreation
StateA{ational Parks/Forests
Bird/Eagle Watching
Lodges
Bike Trails
RV Parks
Camping and Picnicking
Antiquing
Vineyards
Marinas and Boat Ramps
Hunting (deer, waterfowl)
Snow Sports (Snow mobiling, ice fishing, skiing)
Gaming
Golf

History
River Traffic History
Agricultural History
Transportation History (River, Canals, Lock and Darn, Raihoad, Rte. 66, Bridges)
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( Native American History and Prehistory (Hopewell, Trail of Tears, Black Hawk)
French Colonies
Civil War
Underground Railroad
Exploration (Lewis and Clark, Pere Marquette, LaSalle, and others)
Music History
Flood History and Restoration
Church of Latter Day Saints
French Icarian
German
Dutch

3.4 Investigate Sitesfor New Visitor Centers.

The Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway and the cultural, historical, and
natural resources found along it are interpreted in a variety of visitor centers along the
road, which were noted in the intrinsic quality survey. However, in some areas, the need
for additional visitor centers for general information or on specific topics has been
identffied.

In coordination with the interpretive plarmer recommended in the Action 3.3, the
Committee should begi, the investigation for new interpretive and visitor centers. Many
potential sites, suggested during plaruring meetings for this corridor management plan,
can serve as a foundation for this dialogue.

Potential Locations for Additional Visitor Centers (north to south):

t Port Byron
. Keithsburg
a Warsaw
t Qunicy

t Prairie du
Rocher

Caboose Museum
Flood History Center
Main Street

Lincoln-Douglas Debate Site

Qunsrppi Island

Future French Valley Bike Trail

J.5 Study Appropriateness of Enhanced Access to Prehistoric Native American Sites

There are several knownNative American burial sites along the Great River Road in
Illinois. Many are not stabilized or interpreted and are suffering occasional damage and
looting. Because of the fragility of these sites, marketing them is not recommended
until a study regarding the appropriateness of enhanced access to the mounds and
other sites has been completed. This study should be undertaken with fult consultation
with archaeologiits and appropriate Native American groups. In the meantime, inquiries
about Native American prehistory should be directed to the experts at the Cohokia
Mounds in Collinsville and the Center for AmericanArcheology in Kampsville.
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The Black Hawk State Historic Site and Trail of Tears State Forest interpret later Native
American history. Other opportunities to interpret this cultural history should be sought.

3.6 Develop a Program and Brochurelocused on Agricultural History and
Appreciation

As more and more Americans live in metropolitan areas, fewer individuals understand
the agrarian landscape. For many, a drive along the Great River Road showcases a
landseape and resources that are unfamiliar. What is growing in that field? Why are
there different silos? What is that macltne?

The Comrr-rittee should develop a guidebook that explains the agricultural landscape to
visitors. In order for visitors to better understand this landscape and thereby build a larger
constituency supportive of fannland, this guidebook will assist in explaining both historic
and modern agricultural land uses and practices. The guidebook shoutd include
illustrations and irnages explaining what the visitor will see from the road. Areas to be
included:
o farm structures
o fann animals
o farm machinery
o irrigation
o crop types
o seasonal activities (planting, harvesting)

The Committee should also consider the development of agricultural programs that
showcase farm activities. "A day on the farm" or "Ride along at harvest" are two
pro$ams that could partner interested farmers with school and visitor groups. Such
progftuns are also an excellent means by whichto e4plain changes in agriculture, the
economics of farming today, and the impacts of the global economy.

3.7 Develop Children's Programs Exploring Various Themesfound along the Great
River Road

The best way to insure a good future for valued resources is to develop an appreciation
for their importance in children. Making local children awaxe of their history and
association with a resource is important and often overlooked. The linking of
communities, through a scenic byway, is an excellent way by which to educate the youth
of western Illinois. The Great River Road in Illinois coloring contest in 1999 was a great
example of building on children's natural interest in their own communities. The many
images and colorfirl references of the Great River Road demonstrated both a willing and
interested constituency and enhanced the respect of a resource for future community
leaders.
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The Committee should examine exarnples of children's education prograflN. Resources
include:
o National Road in Indiana National Scenic Byway developed atraveling trunk show

for elementary, middle and senior high schools along the road. Programs geared to
different ages discussed how people traveled, worked and lived in early nineteenth
century Indiana along the great national highway.
Indiana National Road Association
P.O. Box 284
Carnbridge Cry, fN 47327
(765) 478-3172

The Ileritage Education Network (THEN) at Mddle Tennessee Universityhas
ffirmation on teaching with historic resources. Their lesson plans on teaching with
historic farms will be of particular interest to this effort.
Caneta Hankins
THEN Coordinator
Center for Historic Preservation - MTSU
www.mtsu.edu/-then
(612) 8e8-2e47

FOCUSAREA4:
Marketing and Tourism

4.7 Establish a Consistent Brochure Policy

For many, the first association with an area of interest is the promotional brochure. Many
people make their decision on whether or not to visit an are based on the nature of the
brochure(s) received in the mail or acquired at a rest area. Consistent and quality images,

with succinct and attractive text and layout (not attempting to crarn every last resource on
the page) are most successful. Consider the quality and consistency ofthe brochures for
the National Park Systern They are easily recognizable, high in quality, and flexible
enoughto meet needs as diverse as Lewis and Clark, the Liberty Bell and Volcanoes
National Park.

In order to ensure a consistent and quality message regarding the Great River Road in
Illinois, the Committee must determine how information is going to be presented to the

general public. Should there be a primary Great River Road brochure or a series of
brochures of consistent design and quality that showcase different aspects of the Great

River Road such as history agriculture or river traffic? How slrould such corridor-wide
brochures coordinate with local marketing efforts? The Committee should also assist

local communities that desire to coordinate independent promotional pieces with the

Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway.

The recommended interpretive planner identified in this action plan may serve in an

advisory capacrty in this endeavor.
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Other areas to include:
o Research and develop parnphlets outlining recreational opportunities such as hunting,

vineyards, bird watching, and boating
o Information on visitor services along the Great River Road such as lodging, food,

automatic bank tellers, service stations and emergency services.
o Information on navigating the Great River Road during flood seasorq potential

closings and basic safety.
o Schedules on river traffic and lock and dam operations

4.2 Update Great River Road Maps and Brochures

The route ofthe Great River Road in Illinois has been
updated based on the opinions of citizens at the
community meetings. The chaages have been described
in reference to Action 3.1 about relocating the signs to
reflect the changes in the route. In addition to those
changes, the current maps and brochure omit some ofthe
smaller Great River Road in Illinois communities. The
Committee should make a commitment to developing
new maps and brochures that include all communities
and amenities along the route.

4.3 Conduct a Comprehensive Visitor Survey

Understanding your visitor, his or her travel patterns,

spending profile, and interests is critical to developing a
sustainable tourism package. E4pending large sums on
atkacting a four-star restaurant from Chicago is of little
value if the primary visitor is interested in hunting and a
greasy burger.

The Commiuee should conduct a comprehensive visitor
survey for the Great River Road. The survey should
build on previous visitor surveys and statistics and serve

as a basis for marketing and tourism development.

4.4 Research and Develop Apportunitiesfor Road
Tours and/or Festivals

Festivals and special tours are a demonstrated means of
generating interest and providing economic opportunities
to a variety of communities. Harvest festivals, holiday
festivals, historic automobile tours, agricultural
machinery demonstrations and house tours all have
demonstrated followings.
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The Committee should investigate new tour and festival opportunities for the Great River
Road in lllinois. The Committee can also serve as a clearinghouse to assist in the
coordination of festival times and locations. Frequently, in rnany areas, festival dates
overlap or conflict with other popular activities. By developing a clearinghouse and
some coordination, it may be possible to send a visitor north or south along the Great
River Road with the promise of exciting festivals and events each day.

Possible themes include fall foliage, vineyards, nature/bird watching, antique cars.

There are excellent models for festival development along the Great River Road corridor
and throughout Iltinois. Some other models from around the state of Illinois include:
Trail of Teffor - Black Hawk Waterways CVB
Spoon River Valley Scenic Drive and Fa[ Festival- Fulton County
All Around Alton Eagle Tours - Greater Alton/Twin Rivers CVB

4.5 Develop a FAM Tour

FAM tours, or familiariza.tion tours, provide an opportunity to strowcase a resource to
tourism leaders, marketers and travel writers. A day or two on a bus sampling the best a
region has to offer from hunting to haute cuisine can ensure that tour operators and travel
writers get you the exposure needed to build a strong tourism resource.

The Committee should organize a FAM Tour for the Great River Road in Illinois
National Scenic Byway.

4.6 Research Opportunitics for Expanded River-Based Tourism

The connection betweenthe Mississippi River and the Great River Road is weak in rumy
places. Visitors can travel for miles along tbe river road and never see the river. The
Great River Road, by its very rulme suggests something great and something river-
related. This is bound to be the expectation for many visitors. In order not to disappoint,
the Great River Road in Illinois must take advantage of every opportunity to showcase
tle river or draw associations with the river for resources that rnay be miles from the
water. After all, farms in the American Bottoms exist due to the richness of soils from the
flood plain and the opportunities to ship products onthe river. T?re scenic bluffs were
carved by the river's mighty waters. And the historic towns draw their strength from the
river.

The Committee should investigate opportunities to showease the e4perience ofthe
corridor from the river. Currently, if visitors do not have their own boats to launch at the
boat launches along the Great River Road in lllinois, their elperience of the river is
decidedly land-based. The river is the backbone ofthe Great River Road and access to it
should be enhanced.

The Committee should investigate opportunities to enhance views to the river when
possible tluough scenic overlooks, selective clearing of brush and vegetation that blocks
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views, and designated spurs or river access corridors clearly marked from the principal
route.

Other actions might include:
o boat tours through locks
o amphibious vehicles
o riverboat dinners

4.7 Improve and Expand Visitor Services

While the Great River Road in Illinois provides most of the services visitors require,
ruuly opportunities for the responsible provision of additional services remain,
particularly in the Southem portion of the route. When services are lacking, visitors are
often forced to cross the river to rnake purchases and spend the night.

The Committee should explore strategies for attracting services, such as gas stations,
lodging, grocery and convenience stores, and ATM facilities in appropriate locations.
However, this action shouldNOT be undertaken until design guidelines have been
written and the appropriate location for such services has been established. These
services should not be located where they detract from the essential rhythm of open and
built space along the road. In addition, these facilities should be ofthe appropriate size,
scale, and materials to enhance the visitor's experience ofthe road. (See Design
Guidelines, Action 2.1) Prospective owners should be encouraged to use existing sites
where possible. New restrictions on the placement of gas tanks in flood plains should be

researched and solutions sought through discussions with the Department of Natural
Resources and other appropriate state and local agencies. Recently, many new bed and

breakfasls have been developed along this route, particularly in historic homes. The
Committee should encourage this kind of development. In some zreas, additional new
development may be necessary. When this is the case, design guidelines and responsible
land use planning are critical.

FOCUS AREA 5:

Infrastructu re Improvements and Enhancements

5.1 Study Opportunitiesfor Connecting Exkting Bike Paths with Addilional Trails

Ctrrently, there are plans to build or designate bike trails atong nearly the entire corridor
of the Great River Road in lllinois.

A 62.5-mile bike path is under construction along the route of the Great River Road from
Mississippi Palisades State Park in Savanna to Sunset Park in Rock Island, where it meets

with the American Discovery Trail. At this time, approximately 42 miles have been

constructed. This portion of the bike path is prirnarily a two-lane off-road trail winding
through the trees and over specially constructed bridges following the route of the Great
River Road in Illinois. This public-private partnership is administered through the Great
River Trail Council, a delegated authority of the Bi-State Regional Commission, in

I
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association with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Corps of Army Engineers, Illinois
Department of Transportatior\ and the Illinois Department ofNatural Resources. The
Great River Trail is part ofthe larger Grand Illinois Trail Prograrn, a 500-mile loop trail
system in Northern Illinois. When completed, the trail will be a combination of dedicated
trails and road-surface routes along the Great River Road Route from Galena to Rock
Island.

Mssissippi River Iliking and Biking Commission, part of the Lower Mississippi Delta
Center in Memphis, Tennessee, is in the final stages of planning the Mississippi River
Trail, a bike route through seven states along the Mississippi River. The route in
southern Illinois follows road surfaces from Chester to Cairo. The route corresponds to
the route of the Great River Road in Illinois only at some points. The northern portion of
this route will correspond to the Great River Trail and Grand Illinois Trail described
above. The route between Rock Island and Chester has not yet been selected.

The Old Chain ofRocks Bridge now serves as the longest pedestrian and biking bridge in
the world.

There are also plans for more localized bike trails. The Whiteside County Greenway and
Trail Coalition plans to create a shared-use trail along the route of the Great River Road
between Albany and Fulton with loops through both towns. An application has been
made to the Federal Highway Administration to develop bike trails from the Great River
Road at Prairie du Rocher, tluough farmland and restoration areas, ultimately to Fort De
Chartes, a colonial era French fort.

The Cornmittee should explore the need and opportunity for other biking connections and
spurs, particularly in the southern part of the route where the Mississlppi River Trail does
not follow the Great River Road in Illinois. Efforts to market and upgrade trails should
be coordinated with the organizations listed above and the Department of Natural
Resources.

5.2 Stady Locotionsfor Bird Wotching Towers and Platlonns and Develop
Interpretive Program

Another gift from the river along the Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway
is the abundance of bird life, particularly the majestic bald eagle, pelican and heron. Bird
watching has become a very popular pastime in this area and a unique tourist activity.
Communities along the Great River Road in Illinois almost unanimously voiced a desire

to pursue the expansion and enhancement of this particular activity.

The Committee should explore the possibility of a comprehensive interpretive program
for bird watchers, indicating the best perches, instaling bird watching towers at the locks
and dams and other locations, and identifuing many of lesser known water fowl, as well.

5,3 Facilitate Community Elforts to Install Historic Lighting, Street Trees,

Landscape Treatments, and Utility Improvements
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Many communities are investigating options for
streetscape improvements in their downtowns. The
selection of historically appropriate and authentic
Iighting, street trees and plantings deserves careful
consideration and plantdng. Decisions to underground
utilities vs. relocating utilities, for example, can mean the
difference ofthousands of dollars.

For marty communities the decision to move forward
with streetscape improvements is guided by
manufacturers sales representatives or catalogs. Utility
companies or business owners, rather than arborists or
landscape architects, often determine the appropriate
street trees. Street Iights are selected based on modern
aesthetics without researching the type of lighting the
community once had. Large expenditures are made on
installing brick sidewalks while the road itself
deteriorates. Some of these projects may be pleasant and
attractive, few are likely to capture the unique history of
the place.

The Comrnittee should assist communities interested in streetscape improvements with
access to technioal assistance, grant writing and case studies. The Committee can assist

different cornmunities along the Great River Road, undertaking similar streetscape
endeavors, in partnering options for purchase of materials or shared grant requests.

The Commiuee should organize a seminar on streetscape improvements for the
communities along the Great River Road. The seminar could provide ffirmation on
different tree species, how to research the historic streetscape, or less expensive options
to undergrounding utilities.

5.4 Improve Riverfront Access and River Views

The Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway provides the traveler with
numerous opportunities to view the Mississippi River. Still, due to the great length of the

Great River Road, it is possible to drive long distances with no visual access to the river
at all. In some areas the river is quite near the Great River Road in Illinois, but due to
development or topography is not visible to the visitor. In other areas the Great River
Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway can be several miles from the Mississippi River.

The Committee should inventory existing views of the Mississippi River from the Great

River Road and determine clear and unobstructed views vs. filtered or partially
obstructed views. Pullouts where traveler may park his or her vehicle should be

identified. The ownership, public or private, ofthe view corridor (is the view from the
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road across privately held land or across a state park?) should be determined. Care
should aJso be taken that viewsfo m the river are not compromised.

o Establish a landscape maintenance program that regularly clears and trims brush that
obscures views ofthe river

o Develop or reinforce existing spurs and drives leading from the Great River Road
directly to the Mississippi River.

o Consider a sign or logo program to direct visitors to pullouts, scenic overlooks or
river drives and spurs that clearly showcases the river as an attraction.

o Establish a progftrm for boating access and other recreational uses of the river.

ti Research Opportwities and Develop Programsfor Downtown Revitalization and
Restoration

The Great River Road in Illinois is fortunate to have many historic traditional town
centers. Showcasing nineteenth century commercial and residential architecture, and
town planning, nuury of these communities tell the story of industry settlement and
wealththroughtheir buildings. For nulry, however, these downtown areas have become
architectural graveyards-abandoned and underutilized. Options for adaptive reuse for
historic town centers should be e4plored.

The Committee should explore opporfunities to work with the Illinois Main Street
Program.
Illinois Main Street Program
612 Stratton Building
Springfield,II . 62706
(2r7) s24-6869

5.6 Explore Usesfor abundoned Rail Beds

Because of its industrial history, the Great River Road in Illinois is crossed and paralleled

by many rail lines. Unfortunately, many have been abandoned. Fortunately,
cornmunities can be very creative in their use of these rail beds. Some of the ideas that
should be explored are dirurer trains, bike or pedestrian trails, and even reestablishing
passenger train use. The rail beds tend to afford travelers the best views of the river.

Rails to Trails Conservancy
1100 17th St., NW
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 331-9696

FOCUS AREA6:
Safety

6.1 Study Needfor Agricultural Pull-Olfs and Appropriate Locations
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Much of the Great River Road in Illinois is used for agricultural traffic. Farmers and
agricultural workers have historically used the Great River Road to move farm
machinery. Growtlr, tourism development, or simply a fast pace metropolitan society,
has created vehicle conflicts as impatient drivers, often unaware of the dangers of
interacting with farm machinery, speed around slower moving farm vehicles.

The Committee should investigate the development of agrictrltural pull-offs that will
provide slower moving farm vehicles with the option to pull to the right on a paved
passing area and allow through traffic to pass. Care should be taken to insure that these
pull-offs are placed appropriately with regard to views and environmentally sensitive
areas.

6.2 Study Needfor Road Repairc

Many communities, during the development ofthis Corridor Managemert Plan expressed
the need for road repairs and maintenance to various stretches of the Great River Road in
Illinois. While such repairs, if warranted, due have an impact on the byway e4perience, it
must be remembered that designation as a scenic by*ay is focused on resource
management, promotion and protectiorr-not highway repairs. However, designation as

a scenic byway does provide an excellent opportunity for communities, united by the
byway, to raise a cornmon voice requesting road repairs and rnainterumce,

Each regional committee should conduct an annual basic inventory of repair and
maintenance concorns and observations. Collective and organized requests from the
Great River Road Commifiee to the Illinois Department ofTransportation or local public
works offices will assist the transportation agencies in better understanding road
conditions. Such a listing will arguably carry more weight as regional request rather than
a town request.
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Making lt Happen

i

Using This Plan

The Corridor Management Plan for the
Great River Road inlllinois was
developed as a result of extensive
discussion with proposed byway
commtrnities and public meetings held
along the corridor.

A[ planning documents, such as this
corridor management plan, strive to
capture the thoughts and objectives ofthe
people and communities for which they
are developed. NaturallS such plans
represent the goals and ambitions of a
particular point in time*a snapshot of a
particular period. As such, plans, like this
corridor management plan should be
reviewed regularly, especially in Iight of
significant changes in the region or n€w
opportunities or issues not present at the
time of the preparation of this plan.

This plaru as it exists, is not a legal
document. It is advisory in nature.
Should a local community choose to
adopt any ofthe recommendations as a

forrnal policy, sucha decision would
follow normal protocols. NO community
is required to adopt this plan in full, or in
part. It has been designed to be catalyst
advocating positive change and
promoting good practices in management

along the byway.

The communities that have committed to
the Scenic Byway process will be eligible
for participation in National Scenic
Byways marketing prograrns and eligible
to receive National Scenic Byways
Discretionary Grants Funds.

a,
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Management Strategies

Due to the significant length of the Great River Road in Illinois Nationat Scenic Byway
(over 550 miles!), the sharing ofthe byway inthe Alton area with the Meeting ofthe
Great Rivers National Scenic Byway and the nationally designated Great River Road
from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico (not to mention the route's juncture with the Ohio
River Scenic Route in Illinois National Scenic Byway, the National Road in East Saint
Louis, and the LincolnHighway inFulton), management ofthe Great River Road in
Illinois National Scenic Byway must carefully balance locaf state and national actions
without sacrificing individuality and uniqueness.

The Action Plan

The Action Plan provides a recommended strategy for undertaking the Actions outlined
in Chapter 5. Actions have been identified in three categories:

Maintaining the Interest: The byway committee will always work to ensure that public
participation and open dialogue are an ongoing part of the management and planning of
the Great River Road inlllinois.

Foundation Actions: These actions are essential to the establishment ofthe Great River
Road Scenic Byway in Illinois. They either establishbasic byway structures, such as
establishing a byway Committee (Action 1.1), or initiate the first action of an ongoing
process, such as establishing a brochure policy (Aclion 4.1). These actions should be
undertaken in the first year.

Long Range Actions: These actions will build on the Foundation Actions and Character
Actions by providing rew venues and opportunities to augment the basic byway
infrastructure and resources previously undertaken. These actions should be undertaken
d*ing the fourth year and continued.

Please note: Some actions have be identified as both Character Actions and Long Range
Actions. These represent actions that are important to establishing the character ofthe
Great River Road in Illinois National Scenic Byway, but unlike the basic Character
Actions are likely to extend well into the future.
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Character Actions: These actions establish and implement the principal activities,
programs and improvements that will come to characteiuethe Great River Road Scenic
Byway as a comprehensive and organized resource. They may be one time activities
such as hirirrg an interpretive planner (Action 3.3) or ongoing activities such as

establishing a web site (Action 1.4). These actions should be undertaken during the
second and third years.

{



{. Funding the Actions

While all the Great River Road Actions identified in this corridor management plan are
encouraged, funding requests for all actions should be carefully weighed for their benefits
to the corridor as a whole and the timing in which they are undertaken. In general,
actions that benefit the entire byway stroutO be the Arst priority for funding from the
National Scenic Byways Prograrn Funding for more community focused projects may
best be supported fromtransportation enhancements funds. Of course, the byway and
comrnunities along the byway strould never overlook alternative sources of funding.
Many sources of grants are available from Federal and State agencies, non profit and
advocacy organizations, and private foundations.

t
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Great River Road in lllinois Actions Foundation
Actions
(Year One)

Character
Actions
(Years 2 & 3)

Long
Range
Actions
(Beein Year 4)

1. General Management

1.1 Form Great River Road National Scenic Byway Steering Committee(s) (H )

1.2 Continue coordination with Mississippi River Parkway Commission I )

1.3 Coordinate with other National Scenic Byways in Area ( L-{ )
t.4 Study Use of Web Site for Administration and Marketing a )

2. Protection and Maintenance

2,L Develop Design Guidelines Specific to Each Community and for the Route in general a )
2.2 Inqease Awareness of Community Edge Issues a
2.3 Comply with State OflPremise Sign Restrictions (H )

3. Interpretation and Education

3.1 Update Signs to Reflect Changes in Route (H )
3.2 Exploro the use of TOD Sigrrs and other Way-Finding Devices a I
3.3 Hire an Interpretive Planner I l
3.4 Investigate Sites for New Visitor Centers

I H
3,5 Study Appropriateness of Enhanced Access to Prehistoric Native american Sites a -i--------<
3.6 Develop a Program and Brochure focused on Agricultural History and Appreciation a

--------{
3.7 Develop Children's Programs on Various Themes found along the Great River Road a ..-....-.

4. Marketing and Tourism

4.1 Establish Consistent Brochure Policy I J ! )

4.2 Update Great River Road Maps and Brochures I J ! )

4.3 Conduct Comprehensive Visitor Survey r ,
4,4 Develop FAJVI Tour t v
4,5 Research and Develop Opportunities for Road Tours and/or Festivals I ,
4.6 Research Opporhrnities for Expanded River-Based Tourism I

4.7 Improve and Expand Visitor Services I ,-rl

",r;



5. Infrastructure Improvements and Enhancements

5.1 Study Opportunities for Connecting Existing Bike Paths with Additional Trails t a
5.2 Study Locations for Bird Watching Towers and Platforms and Develop lnterpretive

Program
(H

5,3 Facilitate Community Efforts to Install Historic Lighting, Street Trees, Landscape
Treatments, and Utility Improvements

(

5.4 Improve Riverfront Access and River Views ( -=-
5.5 Research Opportunities and Develop Programs for Downtown Revitalization and

Restoration ( )
5.5 Explore Uses for Abandoned Rail beds IFI

6. Safety

6.1 Study Need for Agricultural Pull-Offs and Appropriate Locations I a
6.2 Study Need for Road Repairs t )
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( Appendix

I Great River Road in Illinois National
Scenic Byway Route

a Local Contacts

O Neighboring National Scenic Byway
Contacts
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The Great River Road in lllinois National Scenic Byway

Begin at the Iowa Border and head South.
Jo Daviess County
Take U.S. Route 20 Aom the Illinois state line in East Dubuque, ttuough Galena to
approximately 12 miles east of Galena ard then south on Illinois Route 84, through
Hanover, to the southern border ofJo Daviess County.

Carmll County
The route continues from the northem border of Carroll County on Illinois Route 84
tlrough Savann4 tluough Thomson to the southem border of Carroll County.

Whiteside County
The route continues from the northem border of Whiteside County on Illinois Route 84
thnough Fulton, past East Clinto& & through Albany to the southem border of Whiteside
County.

Rock Island County
The route continues from the northem border ofRock Island County on Illinois Route 84
tluough Cordova, through Port ByrorL though Rapids City, and into East Moline, The
route tnrns offof highway 84 and onto Highway 92 in East Moline. It continues tlrough
East Moline and through Rock Island. The route continues through Rock Island, through
Andalusia. Approximately 7 miles past Andalusia, tum onto County Road 59. Follow to
Illinois city, where it rejoins Highway 92. Turn south on county Road 11 and follow to
the southem border ofRock Island County.

Mercer County
The route continues fiom the northern border of Mercer County on County Road 14 to
New Bosto& where it tums east onto Highway 17. Approximately 4 miles on Highway
17, the route tums south onto county road 25 and continues through Keitlsburg to the
southem border of Mercer Countv.

New Boston Exploration Route
o At the intersection of Courty Road 14 and State Route I 7, continue west on State

Route 17 into New Boston.

Eenderson County
The route continues ftom t}re northem border ofHenderson Cormty on the same road,
now called County Road 3 to Illinois Route 164 where it tums wost onto Route 164. The
route follows Route 164 tluough Oquawka, and through Gladstone to the junction of
Illinois Route 164 and U.S. Route 34. The route follows Route 34 west approxfunately 7
miles to Cannan Rd. The route follows Carman Road South to Lomax, where it tums
west on Illinois Route 96. The route continues on Route 96 west tlTough Dallas City to
the southem border ofHenderson County.
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Gulf Port Exploration Route
o Take Highway 34 into Gulfport.

Hancock County
The route continues from the northern border of Hancock County on Illinois Route 96
through Dallas City, past Pontoosuc, through Niota, through Nauvoo, through Hamilton.
Once through Hamiltorl take County Road 32 to Warsaw. Once in Warsaw, the route
will continue west on Main Street, and out oftown on County road l2to the southern
border of Hancock County.

Adams County
The route continues from the northern border of Adams County on County Road 7. The
route will remain on County Road 7 until it reaches County Road 1400. It follows
County Road 1400 east to U.S. Route 24. The route follows Route 24 (Southbound -3'd.
St., Northbound - 4e St.; through Quincy to Illinois Route 57. The route follows Route
57 south through Marblehead and Fall Creek to the southern border of Adams County.

Quincy Exploration Route
o York St., between South Third St. and South Fourth St.o Vermont St. from North Fourth St. to North Front St.o North Front st. from vermont st. past clat Adams park, to Hampshire St.o Hampshire St. from North Front St. to North Fourth St.

Pike County
The Pike County Board of Supervisors has elected not to participate in this Corridor
Management Plan.

Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway

Calhoun County
Greene County
Jersey County
Madison County (to I-270)

The Great River Road is marked with the official Pilot's Wheel shield throughout these
counties. The route here is officially recognized as the Meeting of the GrealRivers
National Scenic Byway and has a corridor management plan separate from this one.

For contact information for the Meeting ofthe Great Rivers Corridor Management plan,
please see the appendix.

Madison Counfy (from I-270)
The route picks up in Madison County at Illinois Route 111 Southbound, at the junction
of I-270 and Illinois Route 111. It continues on Highway 111 for approximat"ly 6 -i1".,

Great River Road in lllinois Corridor Management plan 68



where it will get onto I-70 westbound for approximately 4 miles to the soutlem border of
Madison County.

Madison County Exploration Route
e Route 3 south offofl-27O going through Granite City, MadisorL Venice, and

Brooklyrq looping back onto the Great River Road at the iunction ofRoute 3 and I-70

St. Clair County
The route continues from the northem border of St. Clafu County on I-70 westbound and
travels to the junction with Illinois Route 3 Southbound. The route continues on Illinois
Route 3 tlrough Cahokia, through Dupo to the southem border ofSt. Clair County.

Monroe Counfy
The route continues from the northem border ofMonroe County on Illinois Route 3
through Columbi4 through Waterloo to the southem border of Monroe County.

Columbia Old Route 3 Exploration Route
o Through the town of Columbia on Old Route 3.

Maeystown Road Exploration Route
o Turns offofHighway 3 onto Maeystown Road in Waterloo. Follow Maeystown Rd.

to BlutrRoad and follow BluffRoad back to the nnin Route of Highway 3.

Randolph County
The route continues from the northem border ofRandolph county on Illinois Route 3
through Red Bud, through Rum4 past Evansville, past Ellis Grove, through Chester, on
water Street and Route 3, through Rockwood to the southem border ofiandotph
County.

The Towns ofRuma and Rockwood have elected not to participate in this corridor
Management PIan.

Maeystown Road Exploration Route

' Turns offof Highway 3 onto Maeystown Road in waterloo. Follow Maevstown Rd.
to BluffRoad and follow BluffRoad back to the main Route of Highway i.

Fort de Chartres Exploration Route
o Tums northwest on BluflRoad at Ellis Grove and goes to prairie du Rocher, where it

turns state Highway 155 offof BluffRoad, traveling to Fort De chartres. This road
will loop back onto BluffRoad heading to tlle main route of Highway 3.

Jackson County
The route continues tom the northern border ofJackson county on Illinois Route 3
through Glenn, past the Route 149 intersection, past Grand rower approximately 5 miles
to the southem border ofJackson County.
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Union County
The route continues from northern the border of Union County on Illinois Route 3 the
through Wolflake, past Ware, past Reynoldsville to the southern border ofUnion
County.

Wo lf Lake Exploration Route
o In Wolflake, turn east onto State Forest Rd. and follow to Hwy. 127 thenturn north

on Hwy 127 to State Pond Rd. Then turn east onto State Pond Rd and follow to Hwy.
146. Turn west on Hwy 146 and follow back to Route 3 in ware.

Alexander County
The route continues from the northern border of Alexander County on Illinois Route 3
past McClure, through Gale, past Thebes, through Olive Branch to the intersection of
Route 3 and Illinois Route 127. The route continues south on Route 3 through Cache,
thLrough Klondike to U.S. 51. On U.S. 51 the byway continues south througi'Cairo to
U'S. 60/62. It then continues south on U.S. eoiaz and through Fort Defianie State park
on Fort Defiance Road, where the proposed National scenic gy*uy will end.

Thebes Exploration Route
o From Rt. 3 through Thebes on Riverview St. to Pecan, and then to 4e Street. Travel

soull.rro3 4tr St. to Walnut St. Then turn west on Walnut St. to 2nd St. and head North
on'2"" street to Poplar St. Then turn east onto Poplar Street to 5tr St. and turn South
on 5e st. to oak. Turn East on oak t" g.ii.l"t. 'i;; north on gt St. back to
Poplar st. Then turn west on poplar and fonow it back to Route 3.

Horseshoe Lake E4ploration Routeo fu olive Branch turn south offof Rt. 3 onto Miller City Road and follow it to Mllercity. Then turn east onto promise Land Road and foltw it back to Route 3.

Cairo Exploration Route
o Through Cairo you are on U.S. 5l/Sycamore Street. Turn right (west) on 2gft Street

ov€r to Park Place West and tum rigit (no1th) on to Park Place West. Travel north
untit 33'd Street gd tl* right (east)"";i3;.("*; irk; i;;-d; to'iv*r,irgto,
fve. Tum right (south) on washingon Ave. to the corner orzo* *i sy"r*or.
Streets where you will re-enter onto state routes. Drive south on Washington Avenue
to Eighth Street, turn left (east) onto Eighth Street under Wrought tron.{rch. proceed
two blocks on Eighth Street to ohio River Levee Gap and turni-ight (southy. proceed
along ohio Riverfront to Fourth Street Gap and turn right (west). proceed west on
Fourth Street to washington Avenue, wheL you will rJ-enter state routes.

END
The Great River Road meets the Ohio River Scenic Route, National Scenic Byway
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Galena/Jo Daviess
Jo Daviess County

County Chairperson
Bill McFadden
Jo Daviess County Courthouse
330 N. Bench St.
Galena,IL 61036
8t5-492-2280
8ts-777-3688 FAX

Mayor of East Dubuque
Sandra Berrynan
303 Sinsinawa Ave
East Dubuque,IL 61025
8r5-747-3416

Mayor of Galena
RichardAuman
City of Galena
312%N. Main St.
Galena,IL 61036
815-777-1050

President ofFlanover
Don Schaible
P.O. Box l2
llanover, IL 61041
8 l 5-591-3800

Galena/Jo Daviess County CVB
Linda Englebarts
720 Park Ave.
Galena,IL 61036
815-777-3557
815-777-3s66 FAX

Mr. Stephen Keeffer
JoDaviess County Highway Engineer
791 U.S. Rt.20w
Elizabeth,IL 61028
8 l5-858-2437
815-8s8-2439 FAX

Blackhawk Waterways CVB
Carroll County

Mayor of Savanna
Eugene Flack
Savanna City Hall
101 Main Sheet
Savanna, tL 61074
815-273-22s1

President of Thomson
Merrie Jo Enloe
Main Street, P.O. Box 244
Thomson, IL 61285
8 15-2s9-390s

Blackhawk Waterways CVB
Amy Trimble
201 North Franklin Ave
Polo,IL 61064
815-946-2108
815-946-2277 FeX

Kevin Vanderndooren
County Engineer
10735 Mill Road
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053
815-244-319s
815-244-3197 FAX

Whiteside County

County Chairperson
Tony Arduini
Whiteside County Courthouse
200 E. Knox St.
Morrison, IL 61270
815-772-5249 FAX

Mayor of Fulton
Paul Sikkema
415 I l6 Ave.
Fulton, II- 61252
8ls-589-2616

Mayor of Albany
Rick Dettman
P.O. Box 356
101 N. Lime Street
Albany, tL 61230
309-887-4064

(

County Chairperson
Bill Ritenour
Carroll County Courthouse
Mt. Carroll,IL 61053
815-225-7654
815-244-26s6

Great River Road in lllinois Corridor Management plan 7r
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Whiteside County cont

Blackhawk Waterways CVB
AmyTrimble
201 North Franklin Ave
Polo, IL 61064
8 l 5-946-2 108
815-946-2277 FAX
Whiteside County cont

Martin Merema
Executive Director, Fulton Chamber of
Commerce
P.O. Box 253
Fulton, f-6D52
8ls-589-4s45

Mr. Peter Petrowsky
Whiteside County Highway Engineer
18819 Lincoln Rd.
Morrison, tr- 61270
8ts-772-7651
815-772-4870 FAX

Quad Cities CVB
Rock Island County

County Chairperson
Williarn R Armstrong
1504 3'd Ave.
Rock Island, IL 61201
309-78644s1

Mayor of Cordova
John A. Piatt
P.O. Box 6
Cordova, IL 61242
309-654-2620

Mayor of Port Byron
Alicia Leonard
120 S. Main
Port Byron, IL 61275
309-s23-3705

Mayor of Rock Island
Mark W. Schwiebert
1528 3'd Avenue
Rock Island IL 61201
309-793-3300

President of Rapids City
Marj Dolan
nO4 4n Avenue
P.O. Box 134

Rapids City,lL 61278
309-496-2321
309-496-1203 FAX

Mayor ofEast Moline
William Ward
915 l6th Avenue
East Moline, f-6n44
309-752-1536

Mayor of llampton
Scott Newberg
520 1s Avenue
P.O. Box 77
Flampton, IL 61256
309-755-7165

Mayor ofMoline
Stan Leach
619 16th St.
Moline, n-6n65
309-797-073s

Quad Cities CVB
Joe Taylor
2021 River Drive
Moline, IL 61265
309-788-7800
309-788-7989 FAX

Frankie Atwater
Urban Planner
619 16th Street
Moline, IL 61265
309-797-070s
309-979-0479 FAX

GaryVallem
Executive Director, Bi-State Regional
Committee
1504 3'd Avenue
Rock Island, IL
309-793-6300
309-793-6305 FAX

Great River Road in lllinois Corridor Management plan 72

Mayor of Andalusia
Dan Crafton
221 l$ st., P.o. Box 73g
Andalusia, IL 61232
309-798-2215
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Rock Island County cont

Steve Haring
IDOT
819 Depot
Dixon, il- 61021
8 I 5-284-5385

Mr. Gary Lange
Rock Island C-ounty Highway Engineer
851 W. lOu Ave., P.O. Box 797
Milan,IL 61264
309-787-4668
309-787-4680 FAX

Mercer County

County Chairperson
Wallace Green
1393 45e St.
New Boston, lL 61272
309-537-3127
309-582-7022 FAX

Mayor of New Boston
Dennis Dixon
P.O. Box 266
New Boston, lL 61272
309-s87-818 I

Mayor of Keithsburg
Sharon Reason
Keithsburg City Hall
Keithsburg, IL 61442
309-374-2369
309-374-2346 FAX

Warren /Henderson County Economic
Development
Yvonne Krapp
68 Public Square
Monmouth, IL 61462
309-734-4253
309-734-6s95 FAX

Mercer County Engineer
Star L. FJreyrard
P.O. Box 167
Aledo,IL
309-582-27t5
309-582-2725 FAX

Mercer County Growth Organization
Jim Barnes
3195 Meadow Rd.
Sherrard, lL 61281
309-593-29M

Hendenson County

County Chairperson
Marion Brown
P.O. Box 928
Oquawka, IL 61469
309-867-240s
309-867-2033 FAX

Mayor of Oquawka
Steven Lumbeck
Oquawka Ciry Ha[
P.O. Box 496
Oquawka, IL 61469
309-867-3481

President of Gladstone
Donald Olson
P.O. Box 179
Gladstone, IL 61437
309-627-2975

President of Gulfport
Edwin Ronner
RRI Box G-36
Cannan, IL 61425
309-873-2s61

President of Lomax
Randy May
P.O. Box 116
Lomax, tr- 61454
217-449-3739

Yvonne Knapp
Warren/Henderson County Economic
Development
68 Public Square
Monmouth, IL 61462
309-73442s3
309-734-659s FAX

Henderson County Economic Development
Committee
Gene Blade
P.O. Box I
Oquawka, IL 61469
309-867-6464
309-627-4363

Great River Road in lllinois co'ridor Management plan 73

(



Eenderson County cont

John Allaman
Henderson County Historical Society
RR
Kirkwood, IL 61447

Mr. Dan Ratermann
Henderson County Highway Engineer
150 N. Mary St.
P.O. Box 119
Stronghurst, IL 61480
309-924 1751
309-924-1691 FAX

Quincy CVB
Hancock County

County Chairperson
David Lefler
1055 Webster St.
Warsaw, IL 62379
217-847-3605
217-847-2219 FAX

Mayor of Dallas City
Lisa Gittings
29 Oak St., Box 454
Dallas City,lL 62330
217-852-3217

President ofPontoosuc
Robert Durand
Village tlall
Pontoosuc, n- 62368

Mayor ofNauvoo
Thomas Wilson
P.O. Box 85
60 N. BluffSt.
Nauvoo, tL 62354
217-453-2s87

Mayor of Hamilton
David Cornelius
l0l0 Broadway St.
Hamilton, tr- 62341
217-847-2936

Nauvoo Chamber of Commerce
Brenda Logan
P.O. Box 342
Nauvoo, IL 62354
217453-2528
217-453-6600 FAX

Ginger Lea Reese

Tourism Coordinator
P.O. Box 4l
Nauvoo, il- 62354
217453-6&8
217-453-2032 FAX

Paul Sly
Ffuncock Cowrty Engineer
101 S. First Street
Carthage, IL 62321
217-357-3155
217-357-3156 FAX

Sandy Caldwell
President of Warsaw Improve,rrent Network
Hist. Society Board Member, Tourisl Chair
154 Main Sreet
Warsaw, L 62379
217-2s6-3214

Adams County

County Chairperson
Mike Mclaughlin
2200 York St.

Quincy, IL 6230t
217-224-7512
217-277-2155

Mayor of Quincy
Charles Scholz
730 Maine

Quincy, IL 62301
217-228-4500

QuincyArea CVB
JeffJanson
Executive Director
300 Civic Center Plqza,Sttrte23T
Quincy, n- 62301
217-223-1000
217-223-1330

i

Mayor of Warsaw
Jerry Baker
306 Main St., Box 12
Warsaw, tL 62379
217-256-3214
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Adams County cont

Quincy Area CVB
Holly Cain
Director of Tourism
300 Civic Center Plaza,Suite23T
Quincy, IL 62301
217-223-1000
217-223-1330

John Felsman
Office Manager, Adams County Highway Dept.
5200 Broadway
Quincy, lL 62301
217-223-0614
217-27:3-9418FAX

Chuck Bevelheimer
Director of Planning
706 Maine Street

Quincy, Il- 62301
217-223-451s
217-221-2288

Mr. Richard Klusmeyer
Adams County Highway Engineer
5200 Broadway, P.O. Box 3797
Quincy, L 62305
217-223-0614
2t7-223-94t8FeX

Southwestern CYB
Madison County

County Chairperson
Rudolph Papa
Madison County Board
157 N. Main St., Suite 165
Edwardsville, II- 62025
618-692-6200 Ext.434t
618-692-7476 FAX

Mayor of Granite City
Ron Selph
2000 Edison Ave.
Granite Ciry,n-62040
618-4s2-6200
618-452-6236 FAX

Mayor of Madison
John W. tlamm III
City of Madison
P.O. Box 87
Madison, n- 62A60
6t8-876-6268
618-877-4907 FAX

Mayor of Venice
Tyrone Echols
City of Venice
Broadway & Klein Streets
Venice, lL 62090
6t8-877-3586

Madison County

Mayor of Brooklyn
Ruby F. Cook
Village of Brooklyn
312 S. 5th St.
Brooklyr, IL 62059
618-271-8424
618-274-2450FAX

Southwestern IL Tourism Bureau
Mark Westhoff& Dennis Hermann
10950 Lincoln Trail
Fairview Heights, TL 62208
618-397-1488
6t8-397-1945 FAX

Collinsville CVB
Dionne Wisniewski
One Gateway Drive
Collinsville, IL 62234
618-345-4999
6t8-345-9024

Darnell Thompson
Government Affairs Liaison
Office of the Mayor
Village of Brooklyn
312 S. 5th St.
Brooklyn,IL
618-271-8424
6t8-274-2450FeX

Mr. David Dietzel
Madison County Highway Engineer
157 N. Main St., Suite 456
Edwardsville,IL 62025
618-692-6200
618-692-'1049 FAX

St Clair County

County Chairperson
John Baricevic
St. Clair County Courthouse
10 Public Square
Belleville, tr- 62220
618-277-6600
6t8-277-2868 FAX
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St Clair County conL

Mayor of East St. Louis
Debra Powell
City of East St. Louis
7 Collinsville Avenue
East St. Louis, IL 62201
618482-681I
618-482-6629 FAX

President of Sauget
Paul Sauget
Village of Sauget
2897 Falling Springs
Sauget, n 62206
618-337-s267
618-337-5808 FAX
St. Clair County cont.

President ofCahokia
Michael King
Village of Cahokia
103 Main St.
Cahokia, tL 62206
618-337-9s10
618-337-9529 FAX

President ofDupo
Richard Lindhorst
Village of Dupo
100 N. Second St.
P.O.Box247
Dupo,IL 62239
618-286-3280
618-286-ss05 FAX

Southwestern IL Tourism Bureau
Mark Westhoff& Dennis Hermann
10950 Lincoln Trail
Fairview Heights, IL 62209
618-397-1488
618-397-1945 FAX

Mr. William Polka
St. Clair County Highway Engineer
14l5 N. Belt West
Belleville, tr- 62226
618-233-1392
618-233-0996 FAX

Monroe County

County Chairperson
Robert Ripplemeyer
Monroe County Courthouse
100 S. Main St.
Waterloo, lL 62298
618-939-8681
618-939-5r32 FAX

Mayor of Columbia
Lester Schneider
City of Columbia
P.O. Box 467
208 S. Rapp
Columbia, IL 62236
618-281-7144 Ext. 109
6t8-281-5477 FAX

Mayor of Waterloo
Emmett Rusteberg
City of Waterloo
104 W. Fourth St.
P.O. Box 206
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-939-8661
618-939-8988 FAX

Southwestern IL Tourism Bureau
Mark Westhoff& Dennis Hermann
10950 Lincoln Trail
Fairview Heights, lL 62208
618-397-1488
618-397-194s FAX

Mike Heimmer
Economic Development Coordinator
208 S. Rapp
Columbia, IL 62236

Mr. Ronald Polka
Monroe County Highway Engineer
100 S. Main St., Room 16
Waterloq IL 62298
61 8-939-8681
618-939-4191 FAX

Randolph County

County Chairperson
Becky McClure
Randolph County Board
I Taylor St.
Chester, tr- 62233
618-826-37s0 FAX
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Randolph County cont

Mayor ofRed Bud
John Horrell
City ofRed Bud
200 East Market
Red Bu4 'tt .62278
618-282-2315
618-282-4344FAy.

President of Evansville
Erwin C. Becker
Village of Evansville
P,O. Box 257
Evansvillq fr-62242
618-8s3-2613
6r8-853-2342 FAX

President of Ellis Grove
GaryL.Conder
Village of Ellis Grove
P.O. Box 69
101N. Main St.
Ellis Grove, lL 62241
618-859:2101 (Fax also)

Mayor of Chester
Frank Derickson
City of Chester
1330 Swanwick St.
Chester, lL 62233
6t8-826-2326
618-826-5283 FAX

Southwestern IL Tourism Bureau
Mark Westhoff& Dennis He,mann
10950 Lincoln Trail
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
6r8-397-r488
618-397-1945 FAX

Randolph County cont

Mr. Michael Riebeling
Randolph County Highway Engineer
609 S. Chester
P.O. Box 243
Sparta, lL 62286
6t8-443-32t3
618-4434611FAX

Darrell Due,rrsing
Site lvlanager, Fort de Chartres
Prairie du Rocher, IL
618-284-7230 (Fax is same)

Edward Crow
Director, Randolph County Department of
Economic Development
Randolph County Courthouse
Chester, fr- 62233

Carbondale CVB
Jackson County

County Chairman
Gary Hartlieb
103 S. Tower Rd.
Carbondale, lL 62901
618-684-3781
6t8-684-2465 FAX

Carbondale Convention & Tourism Bureau
DebbieMoore
Old Passenger Depot, 111 South lllinois Avenue
Carbondale, f- 62901
6L8-5294451
618-529-s590 FAX

IVIr. Albert Boudet
Jaclson County Highway Engineer
RR # 6, Box 56
Murphysboro,IL 62966
6r8-684-4141
618-687-1513 FAX

Union County

County Chairperson
LeroyRendl€,man
Union County Courthouse
309 W. Market St.
Jonesboro, n- 62952
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Union Countycont

Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau
Cindy Benefield
P.O. Box 278
I0/,lra,L 62992
618-845-3777
6r8-84s-3303 FAX

Mr. Bill Boyd
Union County Highway Engineer
306 Mississippi St., P.O. Drawer K
Jonesboro, fr- 62952
6t8-833-2912
618-833-21 13 FAX

Alexander Coqnty

County Chairperson
Andy Clarke
Alexander County Courthouse
2000 Washington Ave.
Caio,IL62914
618-776-5000 (Mark Twain Realty)
618-776-5031 FAX

President ofThebes
Bobbye Shafer
P.O. Box 159
Thebes, IL 62990
618-764-2587

Mayor of Cairo
James Wilson
Cairo City Hall
1501 Washington St.
P.O. Box 393
Cairo,A,62914
618-7344127
618-7344129

Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau
Cindy Benefield
P.O. Box 278
I.i/,ljn,IL 62992
618-84s-3777
618-845-3303 FAX

William Caldwell
Alexander Tourism Committee
Rt. l, Box 34A
Thebes, IL62990
618-764-2632
618-764-2355 FAX

Alexander County Engineer
JeffDenny
P.O. Box 216
Olive Branch,lL 62969
618-776-5242
618-776-5300 FAX

i
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Scenic Byway Contacts

Meeting of the Great Riverc National Scenic
Byway

Wayne Freeman
Great Rivers Land Trust
P.O. Box 958
Godfrey, IL 62035
618-467-2365

Ohio River Scenic Route National Scenic
Bway

Charlotte Anderson
Main StreeUGolconda Inc.
P.O. Box 482
Golconda, IL 62938
618-683-6246

I
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Grest River

Cshokia

Columbi*

Wat+rloo
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Natisnnl Scenic Byway ia Southnest+rn tllinois
:l

i

I

i The Botv ['amilv Catholic , the oldest continuous
i---k

iCatholic pmish in the Unitd States, is ur excellent
r example of the French vertical log constructicn' The

ioriginat chalice used by the missionarien frrr the first
r service in Illinois Country in 1699 is there, National

iHistoric Landmark" il6 Church Street 61,8-332-1782

The Msrtin.i-Boisgteuue Houso is the newest SEtS
Hiptpfig.sllg in Southwestem lllinois. This is a fine
Eiample of atypical emly French Colonial honre of the

area with olassic design md vertical log oonsfiuctiorl
2110 First Street 618-332-1782
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Cascading fiom a cavs in the sheer face of the limestone

bluff,s, firJ waterfail tlescsncls 75 feet, fa[ling Sprinsp
with the beautiful fatl, cHffs and natural area is a favorite
tbr tlre outdoot' enthusiast and alt that love natwe-

210CI LePere Laue Dupo 618-286-4440

iThe ciry sits high on the bluffs overlooking the Amenczur

iBottoms, original Mississippi River bed. The city is tast
i growing but possess the charrn of its Germetr heritage.

iMany Gennan festivals are celebrated here. Fotu

; gxcellent golf coursss Entise you to play-a-round.

This oity of,tree-lined sffeets is the county seat, a vibrant
business comrnrmity, has unique shopping andhas a
diversity of history. Im German heritage is happily
disptayed intheir ilIany festivals througlrout the year.
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Grcst River

W*terloo
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National Scenic Byway in Southwwtern llllnoir

Bclle-tr'otrutaine h4$gum and ffoust is the original site
of Weterloo. As a $top on ths Kaskaskia - Cflh,P,hi.3

Trail, most adve,lrfirrers, ssttlers and Oeorge Rogers Clark
and his trmy of "Long Knives" in tlreir rylest for
funerica's indepemdence have $toppsd here,

700 South Charch Street 618-939-SnA

The PeterstolyF HplI$* is an original stilgecoaoh stop on

the Kaskaskia-Cahokia Trail, A museum in the House

tells of its history. 407 Washington Drive 6L8'939'8221

At Schorr lrqhs.V.in*y.fl.fif,,,p.n$Jf.iltglU you can eryoy
the t*sting roon\ get a first hand look and infonnation
about the grqpes ripenrng on the vines and wine making.
1032 South Library Steet 618-939-3174

sample the great variety of wines produced at the

historic
the eift

W.qjtp.f t-o,"o*gyin+.tt.Strollthegroundsand
shop, 725 North Mmket Sfieet 618-939-5

eqioy
743

For a,rniqoe adventure explore the M![gig.1@ nerr
Waterloo. Visit the only cave opem to the public in
Illinois, The beauty of the spectaflrlar founations of

stalagmttes will fascrnale you. Self guided
4359 nG" Road 618-458*6699

The Dreamlnnd Ptltce Restaurant and Indoor Bavarian
Wiue Garden, just outside of Waterloo at Foster Pond,
rvill have youpraising the authentic German suisine. The
beautiful bar is original to the building when it was a
stagecoach stop. Route 156 618-919-992?
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i Red Bud has deveLoped their exceptional historic,

I dswtrtown drstrict (National Register)' PeriorJ lanp posts

, ,lontg the main street and an abundance and variety of
ishops dlaw ysur ettention. The Blossom City Festival

i celehrating the red bud ree blossoms are everywhere.

i the sprung.

!Thr Lnu-NrS,\Yille,ry celebrates the art of wine uraking.

i Errloy ttre wine tasting. sit on the front polah lean back in

iyour rocking c,hnir and let tlre world go by Bloy-*:
i ituoogtn the gift slrop 1522 State Routt 3 61$-282-9463

National Sccnic Byw*y in Southwtstcrn lllirtois

Looated on the E+rk*ckla Biver' a bibutary of the

Mississippi River, the quaint Yillage of Evansville was

ttre stop of 1800s paddlo whssl stefino{s. Today huge

bmges me loadedrrith gr&itr harvests from the mea aud

water enthusiasts ply the river. Several'festivals celehrae
the river heritage.

This quiet village on the Great River Road is the enry
way to significant tristoric sites ofthe French Colorual
period and Illinois statehood.

Oilly the earthen works of f,'ort Knskaskis Stste
'Ilistoric Site (Nationat Register) remafur. 'Ihe fort.
built by French coionists, rvas destroyed to prevent the
British use of it at the end of the Frenoh and Indian War'
One of the most beautiful and scenio views of the
Mississippi River is Iscsted here. Garriaon Hill
Cemctcrv holds graves of mmry of tlre early French
Colorri*ts ofthe Yillage of Kaskaskia and from flre
surrounding arca. Pien'e Menard is butied there.
437?.Park Road 618-859-3741
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National $ctuic Byway ln Southwestern lllinois

Located neru the base of the bluff below Fort Kaskaskia is
the Pic,ffq,I!{f,trnnl HomG Stntt (National
Historis Landmark), the "Mount Vemon of the West,"
This was thc home of the first LT. Oovernor of lllinois,
Pierre Msnard. The beautiful home contaius many
original fumishings. Gardens of vegetables, herbs and
flowers gracs the grounds. Numerous events with period
costunned reena{*ors cerry on traditlons unique to the

Frenoh Colonial era. 4230 Kaskaskia Sfreet
618-859-3031

A Sre*t Rivtr Rosd httrrrctive Kiosk is located just
south of Eltis Grove on Route 3.

Created by the Missi.ssippi Rjver's flooding if, flre 1880s,

Kaskaskia Island is the only plase where you have to ctoss
the Mississippi River to Missorri to be in Illinois.

The ,

was eventually desfroyed by flooding. The SeSE&$&i&
Bell Shriqe St*tS Hiptoric $rfc houses the bell grven as a
gft to the Frerlch cotonish by the Kiog of Frauce in 1?43-

Also know a*s the "Liberty Hell of the West," this bell rvas

rung on luly 4,1778 when George Rogers Clark and kis
t'lnng Kniv€s" captured the Village ofKaskaskia from &e
British dnring theRevolutiotlsry War. 43?0 PsrkRoad
618-859-3031



us'i,t L\!za\e 1?: 4b blBJr /154r

Great River

5r/., ILL I UURISM PA,3E ZE

Nationd Scenic Byway in Stuthwestern lllinois

Founded in l8l9 on the bank of the Mississippi River,
Chestee'rvas k$swn uq "River City." Today it is the

bustling coimty seat of Randoiph County. Sonre ofthe
most spectaculat views of the Mississippi River and
westward are available here. Nurnerous shops,

restaurants, and aoconrmodations are available. Th.e

riverfront comes alive with the dscking of cornrnercial
tour paddle wlrsel stemrrboats. If ytu see a character in
a sailors suit and a can of spinach irr his hand - you're

right, it is Fopeye. Chester is ihe birthplace ofElzie
Segar, sreator of Popeye. Chester was also a stop on the

undergrotmd railroad.

The Chester Brldee. crossing the Mississippi River is *
lsndmflrk of the area. Dottlt miss the Porreve Ststute at

the Illinois approach to the bridge. 618'825'2326

TIre view fr.omthe *Cph+,n Manqton, a stwming
antebelhun mansion built in 1855 high on the bluffs
overlooking thc Mississippi River, is magnificeilt-
537 Hnrrison Street 618-826-4187
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ilIarv's River Covercd Brids+ {hlational Register) built in
the 1850s is the oldest in fllinois. All of the internal
structure is original. If covered bridges are your passirn,
don't miss this one. OId Plffik Road 618-826-5000

l

i ftr R.qn4g[ph,GmtqtX F,Xgqc"lln +nd, A,fchiX+s HptEip.,f
; is a keasure of the area history and a genealogist's delight.
Most of the eat$ French colonial repords me fhere.
Taylor Street 618-826-5000

Chester
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p,o*d National Scenfu Byway in Southwestem Iltinois

For outdoor eathusiasts, wifhin a short distance of Clrester
are the ,

Turkey Sluff State Figh and Wildlifc Aret and Piney
QrySh Rnvine SIFte Ntturq Presefivj, All provide a
unique outdoor e4perience. 618-826-27A6
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Greet River National Scenir Byway irt Southw*sttrn Illinoie

Exploration Rsute - Northera

PAGE 1.]

East St Louis [['he l(ntheriue Dunhr&]fuqsum captures the ryirit, Iife,
mrt mrdravels of the antluopologist and choreographer-

dancer Katherine Dunham. 1005 Pennsylvaaia Avenue

iotg-zzt-3367

flhe Frank Hqltqn $tateja"Tfi features tishing, picnickiug,

hird watiliing, wettands, golf oourse and acres to explore.

i4500 Pocket Road 6lVS74:7920
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Great River itotfl Nntlonnl Scenic Byway ln SouUrwestern Illinois

Hxploratioa Routes

Routes augment arrd enhance the experience provided the

the Great River Road in Southwestern Illittois.

Eltfu Grave to X'ort de Chartres at Prairis du
Rocher on BluffRoad

Ellis Grove
:
il

i gluff Road ( west from Ellis Grove is one of the mo$t

i spectacular drives in Southwestern lllinois. You feel as if
i yo,, are the first person to e4plore this country r,vith the

i towe*ng limestone bluffs oE, one sirle and the magnifieent
t expmse of the American Bottoms (orignal riwrbed of the

i Mississippi River) on the other side.

.:

:, Kaskaskia Lock and Dnm is rt half mile from the

i confluenoe of the Kaskaskia and Mississrppi Rivers. View
I trrys w rth barges and pleasure u aft lockin 5 tbr ouglt.

i 4S00 Lock and Dam Road. Roots 618-284-7150

i Scveral miles froln the Yillage of Modoc you call Fi[ty
i across the Mississippi River between Itlinois and Sainte

i Genevieve, Missouri on the St, Genevievefirrfodoc Forry.
i Tu-*is is the connectitrnof the FrenchColouialHeritage
I Areas on both sides of the ri.ver. See the river up close.
;

; 800-373-7007
1

iThe lt{ndpc Shrtte.r Marker (National Historic Laudmark)
ris a major archeologi.cal site of Native Americans' usc of the

iarea from 8000 B.C. trr 1200 A,D,

'l

,r.
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National Scenic Bywny iu Stuthwtxttrn flIimis

Ex.plor*fion Raute - Southern

Founded in1722 by Frenoh colonists from Canadq the
(Prairie by the Rock) is located inthe shadow of the

cliffs of the bluffs. Tlre second oldest town in
it originally was the center of a mqjor French
area that produced ensilnous quaffiitios of grainthat

shipped by woy of the Mississippi River to oth.er

controlled locations. The village is one of the few
hs$ sonti$ued ts sslsbrate thc Fre$eh herits€p"

Croole Houre be'gol1 in1800 i* in thE traruitional
colonial style, a csmbination of French mrd

architecnre. Market Street 61.*-?82-2245

eh-lrJgh$.f; F.r+J*fv ofjhe St, Josep hr e has been in use

1731. Burials trere include Native Americant, s laves,
mrd tunErican settiers. 802 Middte Efieet

r8-284-3314

outside of Prairie du Roeher is Fort f,e Chartres
the reat of Frenchcolonial power aad

in the Illinois Counry, The slone fort hns been
rssonstructed with the impressive entry gate,

wa.lls with artillery ports, barracks. uhapel and
The powdermagaeine is original and is the

building in lllircis. Several mqi*r reenactmnents ar€
each year. This is a must visit. 1350 State Route 155

8-?84-7230


